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by able to fecollect the SE 51 
forightly Thing that were ſaid by 1 
bave ng Averſion from Religion in gene 
ae Order ori oꝗ al th . 
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nti of Men. and Things. | 
5 kee not (I dare Ar obſerving, Sit Hons 
Behaviour on the Occaſion ; : he declaimed without 9 4 
ey; helibelled and aggravated like a Bill in Chancery, in 
ſuch a: Manger and: in ſuch Language, as, I-g6ul 

ver have from his natural Candor and 
. 3 but I ſince underſtand, he hath 


* A 2 bow 


3 (4) 

foiled in bis late Rafe with the Doctor, and at the Bl 
ſhop of----hath raiſed his Fine in the laſt Renewal 

Leaſe, - Hinc ille lachrymee And when a 


hos 


RR ge 


are not to 


my own — which ob- 
the Duties of a Citizen, 
Friend. I conſider all 


— eſpeci 
ligeth me to perform 


a good Neighbour, and a 


2 Brethren, rng 


ſake 2 Friend,” nor injure or oppreſs 'an Enemy. 
mo foam, & nibil humani a me alienum puts. And have al- 
ways made it the inviolable Rule of my Conduct, to 
do to every Man, as I could wiſh-they do unto 
me: And therefore, altho a Lay-man and a Free- 
thinker, I have no more Averſion from a black Coat, 
than J have from a red one, and think 4 Roſe Hatband 
as inoffenſive to a Man of Senſe as a Cockade.— 
And to deal plainly with you, I did not think the ac- 
_ Cufed Party had fair Play among us, they were execu- 
OCT 3 Evidence, and 1 without 
legal ot a Man in their Company dared to 
1 in den bebe itch lefs th appear as wat Advg- 
| cate for them, to traverſe the Indietment, to croſs- 
examine the Witneſſes, to put the moſt candid and 
© equitable Conſtruction upon 6 

A Privi which the Law C 
minal. that we were, — —— 
of Inquiſition, than an imparti Juſti 
we were Parties and Judges 
could not help thinking this a ee Way 
of — and therefore at —4 leiſure to 
give the Cauſe a Re-hearing in m Court y 
| Conſcience, and communicate my — to 
whom I know to be, as well as my ſelf, a Fri to 
Truth and Juſtice, and a Lover of Mankind. 


I ſmile 


BDGREPIRSPESS HS ODS Pogo erg mmers 


S. 8 g. F E 


i . 


d Vas 


Fit 


PLL SRE ws 


5 
8 


TIE 


FN El. 
Ls 
Fi 


E 
4 


= 


T 


flen's Caſe, who was perſecuted almoſt to Death for 
at all but a little Blaſphemy, as the Believers. 

call it. 2 to open the Cauſe as 

Puiſne Council, which perhaps may be ſeconded and 

ſome Perſon of greater Abilities. 

jag Se Debate, Iidell confifer the Church 

land y as a human legal Eſtabliſhment, and 


of E 
as a Society or Bod incorpo rate by a Royal 
orig Aber es ier 


ities, as the South-Sea and Indian Companies, or the 
Bank of England, Their Pretenſions to a more anti- 


ent Eftabliſhment founded on a Charter from Hea- | 


y 7 peten 
Authority, which in Equity and good Policy ought 
ppear to be inconſiſtent with 
the publick Good, or that by Male-Practice they have 
forfeited their Title to thoſe Privileges, the Favour of 
their Prince, and the Protection of the Law. | 

The Being of a God, and the Neceſſity of Religion 
and religious Worſhip, under ſome Form or other, 
hath been the univerſal Belief of all Ages and all Na- 
tions, which neceſſarily implies a Separation of cer- 
tain Times, Places, Things and Perſons from com- 
mon Uſe, to be devoted and appropriated ta that Ser- 
vice, On which 1 = the moſt early Records, 

- if 3 ve 


3 
with Temples, Sact „ Alam, Pefttudh, 
tive Deities. To offer at a 1 8 5 and 


Proof of this evident Truth, would be an Affront 
a Perſon of your Learning and good Senſe, and ta 


| the Credit of univerſal Hiſtory and Tradition. The 
abſurd Cavils, that have been made againſt i are tod 


trifling to deſerve a ſerious Anſwer, ** Whether this uni- 


verſal Agreement of Mankind were owing to 4 general 
or particular Revelation from Heaven, or from the ap= 


parent Uſefulneſs of Religion to promote the Welfare 
of Mankind, and the Ende of civil Government, hath 
deen diſputed, But to me there ſeems to be a ftrong 
Preſumption that it was owing to both, and that the 
one was the Conſequence of the other. Now if the 
Inſtitution of Religion be owing to ſo divine an Ori- 
ginal, and if Reaſon and Experience ſhew it to be 
of ſuch real Advantage to Nd, no wonder it hath 
ever * regarded b 9185 and Governors, as the 
great Bleſſing and 80 pport of 9 — and been 
defended and #1." accordingly, And this could 
never be done, but by making it a national Eftabliſh- 
ment, and guarding it by proper Laws and Sanctions 
from the Invaſions and Contempt of the Profligate and 
Prophane : And that this was ihe Caſe in fact, we 
arm, and humbly e cannot eaſily be dif. 
proved. 


We come now, in the firſt Place, to a diſtinct Exa - 
mination of the general Charge brought againſt the 
Clergy, and the particular W brought to ſup- 


Secondly, to conſider what may, and ought . to 
be fairly produced, to remove or extenuate the 
Guilt, with which they are charged, and to fix it 


with al Its infamous nnn where it hw 
to re 


| The gloomy Mr. W-----, whom fr know to 15 


2 great Dealer in Suſſ picigns, ſecret ſtory and — 
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d-is}ts, &c. dedicated to the rvice of their reſpecy 
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1 ** ſeveral"! 
from Tacitus 191 


knew how to — Fanal he —— 
e grumbled m acer 
H bled much, Sacerdilia 


us how often the Hi Prietboos among te Jews had 
been bought and ſold to the beſt Bidder.” He might: 
have added too, that the Riman Empire it ſelf. had been 
ſet to Sale, as other States and Kingdoms have been fince;) 
But what is all this te "the Purpoſe ? This proves no- 
thing; this is of and inſinuating Crimes 
too groſs to be loved: too dangerous to be dir 
charged without Proof, and Mpoſfible to be 

Nor, indeed, was there any Occaſion for 8u/picrons ad 
Innuends's, there were too man Articles directly 


fended or excuſed, but not enough to ſupport rs 
neral an Accuſation as is brought againſt 7 whole Or-: 
der. Some of theſe Articles more immediately con- 
cerned the fuperior Orders, the Prelates and Dignitaries, 
Others, the parechial Ol Oh ore A Viears, and 8 
rates. Thoſe againſt 


I, Ambition and Aviiics, | £ 
II. Their ei dune and Actachment to 


Men i in power. 


III. The corrupt ve t mak of 3 their —— 
their mifapplying So je hey the r which 
was deſigned for the Support of Charity and Hoſpitality, 
to Luxury and Vanity; ; and filling the moſt valuable 
— with their own Children, Relations, and 

e Porter, without any” Reſpect ſo much? as . a 9 
teris Paribu 


IV. Their dename nue, ood Come 


| mendams, 
" Thoſe againſt the” Infetjor were * 1 a0 
anden een ſuch as P een , Ill-man- 


rter, by which they are fi 
ſes a 
rge the 


Faul 
Society 


how little Ground is for 


The Ambition and Avarice of the Clergy, hath, at all 
Times, been the Cry of thoſe, that hate them and wiſh 
the Deſtruction of their Order. The Authors and Pro- 
moters of the Charge of Ambitun ſegm little to underſtand 
the Meaning of the Word, or the Nature of the Crime, 
with which they charge them. The Words Ambire, 
Ambitus,and Ambitio in claſſickx Writers are well known 
to expreſs a very different kind of Guilt than can with 
Juſtice be charged upon our Clergy. They were rather 
intended to expreſs the undue and illegal 
Men and over-grown 1 . 
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| 2 Society there muſt be 


and Cold, long Marches, inhoſpita Ie "Quarters, Ubody 


(4100 
Stat J go the different Talents and 
their Members, ”” A State of direct Parity and abſ6- 
kete Equality eangot be a State of Nature and Order; 
and can never fp, but A "win "Heads and irons 
Imaginations. A Society without ſome Sort of Govern- 
ment js a meer Ent rationis, à chimerical Notion.” G- 
vernment without Laws, and Laws without a legiſla- 
tive and executive Power is direct Abſurdity and Co 
wndiction. Some muſt goverr and others be governed ? 
muſt command, and others'dbey: Some muſt di- 
and others ſubmit to Direction. This is the very 
Voice and Order of Nature. No- re, if in e- 
; of Eminence 
Diſtinction, to be filled by he moſt deſerving 
Members, for the Benefit and Sppert of the Whole; 
can it de a Crime in individual Member to en- 
geayour to qualify © himlelf, by ſuperior Merit, F 
thoſe ſupetior Stations? and thereby recommend hi 
ſelf to the Notice and Eſteom of thoſe, who are able 


to advance him ? Surely no. This is a laudable Emu - 
tion, or Ambition if you r 77, ; inſeparable from great 


and ingenuous Minds. is is the great Spur to In- 
guftry, th the groat Incentive to generous and ' arduous 
Deſigns. h 

tures and Trades, Navigation and Commerce, and e- 
very Branch of ſocial and publick Virtue muſt languifh 
and decay.----The raw Apprentice ſupports, with 
Chearfulneſs, a ſeven Years Servitude and 1 SubjeQtion; 
with the 4 + png laſt his own Maſter, and 
of receivin onour and Service from h 

Juniors as he oth paid to his Seniors. He ſometimes 
fancies himſelf Warden, and then Mafter of his Com“ 
. z and at laſt Sheriff or Lord-Mayor of the City. 


young Cadet who lifts himſelf in the Fleet or 


Army without Pay, and ſeems ta Have nothing 
Heart, but Glory and Drubbing, hath no inward 
fection for Wounds, and Scars, and wooden 
hath no violent Paffion for Hung er and Thirſt, 


4 


Battles, and deſperate” Sieges; bbt through Difficulties, 


er Ardus, is the Path to tary nn a Regr- 


ment 


out this, Arts and Sciences, Manufac- 
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ment and 2 'Tlincheons:i6; not » Stir and Garters ar 

the: ultimate Objects n hath in view, 3 
every Labour and Danger af that diſſicult and 


rate Sefvice. The young Surlenünt the Inhä of Court/ 
22 Spirit and Getlius, cannot 


on wry wg —— EIS 


— 
With a at } 
hdr, which attend the Lord High Chan. 

or of Greet Britam'; and not one in à thouſand - is' 
humble enough to to fancy himſelf uncapable of deſerys! 
ing and obtaigiing them. In ſhort, this innocent Va- 
nity, this gerierous Emulation is the natural So 
the * Ground of all political — 


At is this, and hs eat 
and the Rar, de Lamel fil W 
hn from the; Ignorant, the Lazy, the Indolent and 


Mar,” And m in all Ranks, Orders, arid-- Profeſſions of: 


muſt that Emulation, which is 
the 5 Pier of every other » Order and) 
Profeſſion of 1 be thought criminal only in the 


. Muſt — 2 — afraid to excel — 


ther Law or Goſpel oblige them to renounce the g 
and honourable peculiar to their Order! — 
Apoſtle tells us, 1 Tim. iii. 1. This:& n true ſaying, that" 
15 Man defire the Office of a Biſhop, he defireth pr 
And therefore the Deſire of ſuch an Office 
mut be a good and laudable Deſire. He proceeds to 
ſnew what are the proper Qualifications requiſite for 
N — 1 3 and ſurely it can be 4 Offence 
aga and Decency, for worth ſo qua- 
lified to endeavour hy worthy Means to obtain the ho- 
nourable Rewards of diſtinguiſhed' Merit, ſuperior 
Learning, Greatneſs of Mind, Probity of Manners, and 
Sanctity of Life. It was long ago obſerved by Salut *, 


Thac the Delire of Honour, and | Glory, and ages 


— —— 


— Sa. 


* Nam gloriam, kann, . 
A j fed Ile , altar huic quia bonæ decunt r foe. s ae 
allacia contendit, SC,, 
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ell Dues. Anz a4 the Son of) Lasche Lays, He chit 
Meſpiſes 1 Bull Things, ſhall. all i. dittis and litilb, 
into great 7 bg and Contempt. Aud whets they die 
Foe oſſeſſion is intixely transferred from the ſurviving 
mily, Whg, pethaps, ave nothing to ſubſiſt them but 


Husband or Father 03 435: $4 45.3 
. 5 
Sante, in raiſing upon rene wing 
c 2 yy flouriſhed much upon tis 
Jopick: He cannot digeſt hi his laſt Eine; the Sirkt of 
Grambling is ſtrong upon im and- ill not ſuffer Him 
to:think; or talks et hearken hd Renten. This (he ſays 
Was ſuch a iete of Oppreſſion in the. nas tie can 
79 8 Bee .wejall know it is no more than he 
on Tenants; Whenever want to 
"eo .-==-$0;abſurd, and idre: Men, even 
* eee Thing —— which they, 
Ton ; inge in o 0 
— II and commetdable in themſelves: . 


U Harry), * L ond 


— — er Lale were 
_ tha-Tenants of the Qburab CRT Jed an yp mu 
ane Eden or Meir rds;: but mew they rack us. n to 
1 Hald Sir Hari - net ſo faſt· They 
3 believe, for very obvious Reaſons; bei ſtill the 
beſt Landlords ; and if they could liue upon good Wonds 
and fair Speeches, and the Affeckions of their Tenants; 


without taking any: Fines, they would be much better; 


and if they would take nothing at all, they would be 
better ſtill. Pray ge me leave to ask a Q- 
ſtion. If a Clergyman were to come to ybu to takt a 


Leaſe for three — of his Children, and the Widow- 
hood of his Wife:; how oi 
In what Manner would. you — him 7 Would 
. you have any Regard for the perſonal Merit of the Pur- 


_ chaſer ? Would you make him au Abatement in his 


Ba ine, upon: the Aut of his . 2 or 
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exemplary 
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you behave your eu? 
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regard but the real Value of the 
ES par wh it without a valua- 


Denn 


would du 
pecially, when. all che 
to the Family of. the "Pollo ſſor mut ar Ile from: 
— e as theſe during his Life-ti me. And 
that, Cle man, who in the Decline of his Li, and 
perhaps ftrait. e ſhall refuſe to r of 
1 Conſideration to fill up a Leaſe to the Pre- 
judi Succeſſors, deſerves to have —— erec - 
e his Family maintained, at tho E the 
-atzon of of the Sons of the Clergy. . 17 
+ next Au againſt them, thei fervile A0. 
1 er to Men in Power. 
A. fervile Appfications and corrupt Attachment: 10 
Men io rs roach to any Man of an inge) 
nuous Spirit and th ucation; dr eſpecially to 
ergy- hoſe Profeſſion ought. to make him a8 
nora of ee a corrupt Influenoe on any Per: 
ſon, or any of ſubmitting .to i from 0 
thers : But a decent . rd for 
jog N en who are preſumed to be the . _ 
Merit, an encou an it, 
not only an Act 5 fit x, bu of Fe Policy, and 
ſound Prudence. Do not Men in all, Proſeſſions of 15 
do the ſame ? Every Man that is bleſt 1 ſuperior 
Talents, and is not depreſſed by want, of ] — 
not help exerting that Superiority upon praper 
ons; and where can he ſo properly:, ar ſo prudently do 
it, as under the Inſpection of thoſe, Who are moſt 
likely, A7 obſerve, diſtinguiſh and reward it? If there 
jars 4 Patron, ſo wicked, as to inſiſt - upon diſho- 
wb Terms to e his F . and obtain Pre- 
ſerment; If there and 
cortupt, as to compſy with ſu their 
ames be produced, let their Guilt — proved, 
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ut godd Bi s$; and if he will but conſent td 
+ bu a himſelf; I will freely give PRA 
oment 
The third Article bf the Charg againſt them, is; 
their miſapplying the Revenues — Church, and 
filling up their beſt Piefertents with their own Chil- 
dren, "Relations, and Sycophants, without any Regard 
to real Merit. 
This is alooſe general Accuſation, and requires more 
particular, evident Proofs to ſupport it, .than (we hum- 
ly conceive) can ever be produced. But ſuppoſing it 
in a great meaſure true; can a Chriſtian Bilbo give a 
better Proof of his reverend Eſteem and Affection for 
the Church, than by 1 T J his own Children to that 
Service? Is it not more for their Honour and Chriſtian 
Reputation, than to raiſe Eſtates for them by Parci- 
mony and Oppreſſion, in order to ſupport theat in Ig- 
norance and Luxury? And ought it to be obj to 
them as a Crime, that they beſtow their be Prefer- 
2 ſuppoſing the Fact could be roved) » d) ppon their their 
hildren and neareſt F * ? an Mat 
d. Prudence demand it ? And . 
to be called partial and unjuſt, for preferring bs own 
deſerving Children and Friends before Strangers, altho? 
apparen 6 of equal Merit ? But it is inſinuated, That 
real Merit is no part of the Confidetation, That altho 
they might, and perhaps ought td be preferred before 
Strangers, (Cæteris Paribus,) yet they prefer People df 
no o Merit at all, purely for . ſake of1 lation; whilſt 
others of real Merit and Character are neglected and 
diſcouraged. This Objection ſeems to be the 
guage of Diſappointment and Reſentment. It is more 
than probable, that when a good Preferment was va- 
cant, there were more than one or two, who thought 
it very convenient for them; that they had Merit e- 
nough to deſerve it, and therefore Confidence enough to 
expect it; who upon being diſappointed would natural- 
ly think. themſelves injured, 1 expreſs their Reſent- 
men oy depreciatin other Mens Characters, and ex- 
alting their own; The * hath, however, e 
iy te 


3... 


reſpect one certain Advan that he. cannot eaſily by 


deceived in the CharaQter of his Clerk ; whoſe Talents, 
Education, Principles, and manner of Life he muſt be 
- better able to Judge of than of Strangers, whoſe Merit 
muſt depend chiefly on the Teſtimonies of others ; and 
how unfairly ſuch Teſtimonials are too often procured, 
need not to be mentioned in this Place. 
I come now to the fourth Article, of Pluralities, Non- 
* Reſidence, and Commendams : And, indeed----upon this 
Head----I muſt needs ſay, with the ſage Sir Roger de 
 Coverly *, Much may be fail on both Sides, They cannot 
be entirely defended, nor muſt they be abſolutely con- 
demned. They are in ſome Caſes not only lawful and 
expedierit, but neceſſary ; and in others ſcandalous and 
abominable, Where the Revenues of one Benefice are 
not ſufficient to ſupport the Dignity of the Office to 
which it is annexed, there it is highly juſt and reaſon- 
able, that a proper Addition ſhould be made to ſupply 
the Deficiency. This is particularly the Caſe of our 
' ſmalleſt Biſhopricks, they are not ſufficient to ſupport 
that Hoſpitality, expenſive Attendance on Parlianient, 
and decent Figure in Life, which ate neceſſary for 
Men in ſuch exalted Stations ; and have therefore gene- 
rally the comfortable Addition of ſome Dignity or Be- 
nefice, which are held in Commendain. So far is juſt and 
right. But to ſee Men without any laudable Diſtincti- 
on of Character or Station, groaning under a Load 
of Prefertnents, which they neither deſerve nor become, 
is ſcandalous and ſhame We ſhall leave this Ar- 
ticle to the ſerious Conſideration of thoſe, who are 
chiefly concerned ; who enjoy this invidious Accumu- 
lation of Honours and Preferments : We beg them ſe- 
riouſly to examine their own Hearts, with what Views, 
and on what Pretenſions they firſt ſought them, by what 
Methods they obtained them, and what Uſe they make 
of them. If, in this Enquiry, thelr Hearts condemn 
them not, neither do we condemn them: If they em- 
ploy their large Revenues to the Glory of God, the 
ncouragement of Piety and Learning, the Relief of 
the Needy, and the Aſſiſtance of the Helpleſs, the Te- 
2 | ſtimony 
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bout them know that they ſpend their large Revenues 
which are committed to them as a ſacred Truſt) in 
and Vanity; if they are entirely directed by ſe- 
cue * 2 and * tereſts, if —— are 
et upon Equipage and „ making a Figure, and en- 
Tiching a F =" let ſuch know they are unworthy 
of ſuch Diſtinctions, and deſerve all that Contempt, 
which is juſtly poured upon them, by the beſt Friends 
as well as Enemies of their Order. But the | 
Charge againſt the whole Body of the Clergy, is ſo far 
from being true, that it is the dire& Contrary. And - 
we dare affirm, that of the great Number of religi 
and learned Foundations, Schools, Colleges, Churches, 
and Hoſpitals, which are the Glory of our Nation, much 
the greater Part are owing to the Generoſity and Muni- 
ficence of the Clergy, which appears from the Records of 
their reſpective Foundations, 25 
I proceed now to conſider the general Charge againſt 
the inferior Clergy, viz. Pride, Pedantry, Ill-manners, 
2 and Neglect of their Cures, &c,------&c. I, 
who have paſſed thro' many Scenes of Life as a ſilent 
and impartial Spectator, have made it a general Re- 
mark, that Pride, Pedantry, &c. are moſt commonly 
charged by their Enemies upon the moſt deſerving 3 
and that falenet and Neglect of their Cures are al- 
ways charged by their Friends on the moſt worthleſs 
Part of their Order. There are without doubt too many 
among them that too well deſerve theſe Imputa- 
tions; but muſt all ſuffer for their ſakes? Becauſe 
* Tuſtice, 5 A "4 + Car were TRY 
2 m 


* A Councellor at Law, was tranſported for ſtealing Books out of the 
Library at Cambridge, and afterwards ſelling them. 

5 An Attorney, convicted at the Ol Baily, for Forgety, Perjuty, 
Subornation, and robbing the Reverend Dr. Lancafler on the High-vay x 
He was tranſported with Fuftice. : 

F An Attorney, was hanged at Tybwrn, for robbing a Gentleman at a 
Baudy-Houſe near Temple- Bar, | 
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muſt all the Lawyers be ſent to Turn or the Plantations # 
Becauſe. there have been Murderers and Raviſhers as 
mong the Gentlemen of the Army, miſt we therefore 
disband them, and ſend them all to the DI No; 
let the Guilty only be condemned, let the rotten offen- 
five Member be cut off, that the whole Body periſh not. 
But let us come to a mote partieular Examination of this 
accumulated Charge, which the Enemies of the Clergy 
frequently alledge to juſtify their contemptudus Behavi- 
our towards them. It muſt be owned, that the Clergy 
in and about Town, have no Reaſon to complain of 
Contempt; they have their full Portion of Reſpect and 
Eſteem; and in other Cities and great Towns in Pros 
portion. Whether it be that the better Sort of Clergy 
are uſually fixed in thoſe large conſpicuous Cures ; or 
whether they are more careful to ſupport their Cha- 
raters, where they know themſelves to be under the 
Obſervation and Cenſures of Men of Taſte and Figure, 
but ſo it is and the further you remove from thoſe 
Places, you gradually decline to Barbariſm and Obſeu- 
rity. There are, to my particular Knowledge, in many 
Country Villages, Clergymen of 'diftinguiſhed Learning 
and Piety, who are as it were biiried alive among the 
Vicious and the Ignorant, and in a Manner excluded 
from all the Comforts of ſocial Life, And how ſhould 
it be otherwiſe, except where the Eſquire. or Great 
Men of the Pariſh or Neighbouthood be Judges and 
Lovers of teal Merit. And how often that is the Caſe; 
I leave you to Judge. If the Eſquire happen to bs 
wrong-headed, illiterate, ſottiſh or profane, what can 
the poor Parſon do? Can there be any Agreement be- 
tween Senſe and Nonſenſe, any Concotd betwixt Virtue 
and Vice, any Communion betwixt Light and Dark 
neſs ? If they ſhould ever deſcend fo low: as to invite 
the poor Vicar from his Solitude, Soup Maigre, and 
Watch-light, to make one in a Party of Frolick and 
Madneſs ; and he ſhould refuſe the Invitation, or 
come aukwardly into it; if he ſhould refuſe to go td 
the utmoſt Stretch of Intemperance, or diſreliſh the 
many ungracious Jokes, which are always crack'd o- 
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yer the Doctor; it gives a Sort of check to the Mers 
riment, and throws a damp upon the Spirits of 

Company; they immediately treat him with that In- 
difference and Contempt (if not with Rudeneſs and Ill- 
manners) as may ſufficiently diſcourage him from ever 
venturing among them again, From that Moment he 
hath a Mark of Contempt fixed upon him, as a aur, 
moroſe, ill-natured Fellow, If he ſhould ever take a de- 
cent rtunity of ſhewing the Gentlemen their. true 
C and attempt to convince them of their ab- 
ſurd, irregular, licentious, hopeleſs Way of Life, al- 
tho they ſhould ſeem to hear it with Patience, yet 
they never heartily forgive the Impertinence of the offi- 
cious Repraver ; that Reſentment ſeldom fails to produce 
Rancor and Averfion, and from that Moment every 
Thing takes a wrong turn ; the moſt innocent Wards 
and Actions are miſ-repreſented, and the moſt general 
Reflections upon any one Vice, even in the N 
interpreted as a Satyr or Libel upon the Eſquire and his 
Friends, who return him the Compliment of an un- 
manneriy ill-bred Carcomb. If at any Time he ſhould 
have the Courage to interrupt a profane leud Conyer+ 
ſation, and with a decent Aſſurance rally and expoſe 
their Ignorance, which is the real Root of Infidelity, if 
he attempt to reduce them from Rattle and Tumult, 
from leud Jokes and loud Laughter to cool and impar- 
tial Reaſoning, to which they are abſolute Strangers z 
they cover their Confuſion as well as they can, with 
an affected Superiority of Taſte, or ty, of 
Front, or Fortune, and ever after condemn and avoid 
the impertinent Reformer, for an inſalent inſupportable 


P edant, i 


When I was at Bath laſt Year, I was invited by a 
Gentleman who lodged in the fame Houſe, to go and 
ſpend a Month with him at his Seat in Semer/et/hire, I 
readily accepted his Invitation, and went with him, 
We came thither on a Friday Night, and on the & in- 
day Morning I was preparing to go to Church, which 
I always look upon as a decent Compliment to my Su- 
1 * 
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Peers, who have been pleaſed to make the Chrifian tan 
eligion a national Eſtabliſhment ; but my Friend took 


me out to walk in his Park, and ſhew me the Beauties 
of his Situation. The next Sunday he contrived ſome 
other Amuſement to hinder our going to Church. 
There was indeed a Clergyman in the Houſe, who had 
ite laid aſide his ſacerdotal Character, but acted in 
everal Lay-capacities, as Valet-de-Chambre, Butler, 
Jame-keeper, Pot- companion, Butt, and Buffoon, 


who never read Prayers, or ſo much as ſaid Grace in 
the Family whilſt I was in it. Nay, don't laugh, 


whatever my own Sentiments or Practice may be, yet 
. muſt own my Character is conſiſtent; I am all of a 
iece ; my Sentiments and Practice agree, and I have 
a much better Opinion of a Man, that pretends to no 
Sort of religious Principles, than I can have of one, 
whoſe Practice is a direct Contradiction to his Profeſ- 
fion. This by the Way.----Upon my asking the Cha- 
racer of the Vicar, whoſe Face I had never ſeen, or 
ſcarce heard his Name mention'd, he was repreſented 
as A _ unmannerly, four Pedant ; who could 
never be an agreeable Companion to People of Taſte 
and Politeneſs. The next Sunday my 
me to Church, whilſt my Friend ſtaid at home to ſet- 
tle an Account with his Bailiff ; where I had the Plea- 
fure of hearing a very plain, rational Diſcourſe, deli- 
vered with a decent Warmth, and a manly Authori 
After Service, ſeeing me to be a Stranger, he pr 


2d 
me in 2 very obliging Manner to dine with him, which 


I excuſed, but took half an Hour's Walk with him in 
his Garden before Dinner, and quickly found him tg 
be a very learned, well-bred, religious Man ; but one 
that was reſolved to ſupport his ſacred Character, and 
not proſtitute the Dignity of his Function, nor his ſus 
perior Underſtanding, to the Vanity and Contempt of 
Ignorance and Folly, This was ſufficient to exclude 
him from all the ſocial Comforts of good Neighbour- 
hood; whilſt a dirty Wretch, who ſeemed to live in 
defiance of —whng 5 — | 


Director of the Family; always mentioned with the 


uriofity led 


; good Manners, and clean 
Linnen, was in a good Meaſure the firſt Minifter and 
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familiar Appellation of Fang Harry ; a merry, goods - 
natur'd Fellow as ever broke Bread. | by 

And that this is the Caſe of Numbers beſides, I am 
convinced by my on Experience and Obſervation 
Mankind. A due Regard to a Man's Character, 
the natural Obligations that ariſe from it, is called 
Pride. A decent Reproof of the Wealthy and Proud, 
is called 1-manners. A juſt Cenſure of the Diſſolutg 
and Licentious, is called {-nature And talking the 
Language of Scri natural Religion, Reaſon ang. 
Philoſophy, is called 2 and Pedantry. 

] often think, if the Apoſtle of the Gentiles were tq - 
come amongſt us once more, wigs the gan 
worki iracles, what a poor Figure | 
dos gy could never expect any Thing better than a 
petty School, or a poor Curacy in the Country; and it 
would be well for him, if he could long have a peace- 
able Poſſeſſion of that. His bodily Preſence (he himſelf 
owns) was weak, and his Speech contemptible, And I can 
aſſure him, that would go a great Way towards ſpoil- 
ing his Fortune, , Thoſe that can judge of nothing elſe, 
can diſtinguiſh an agreeable, comely Perſon; and a 

ood. jolly Outſide hath recommended many a worthleſy 
Fellow to the Notice and Favour of his Superiors, 
Nor was this the Worſt : But his 2 and Beha - 
yiour were (by his own Confeſſion) as forbidding and diſ: 
agreeable as his Perſon, He every here deſcribes him 
ſelf with all the Types of a proug wnmannerly Pedant, 
In all his Epiſtles he gives himſelf violent Airs of Au- 
thority, which he pretended he had received from Hea: 
ven, by which he preſumed to ſend People to the D--«l 
for not doing as they, ought to do, and to give them 
Aſſurance of Pardon upon their Repentance. At one 
Time he aſſumes an Equality with the Chiefeſt of the 
Apoſtles ; at other Timgs, he exalts himſelf above them 
all, and took upon him to correct one of them that hap · 
pened to differ with him, with very ſharp Language, 
even to his Face. This manners appear'd in his Be- 
haviour. to his Betters upon all Occaſions, when he ſtood 
before Felix and Druſilla ; although he knew his Life was 
in Danger, he could not forbear throwing out feveral 
B 4 unmany 
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Reflections upon them both, for their deal 
1 ; which was no other than hath | been fre- 
uently praiſed among People of Faſhion in thoſe 
RF: fince. The Truth of the Caſe 
this, as it js related 2228 Felix was much a fins 
Gentleman, addicted to Gallantry and expenſive Plea- 
ſures, and by rnd a little covetous of Mo Sx 
in order to ſupport them; and being a Man of Spi 
Genius, he was above thoſe fuperRiitious Regards to 
Caine and I know not what, which are uſually met 
with among Men of low Birth and mean Education, 
Drufilld was a Lady of great Beauty and Quality, Si- 
ſer to King Agrippa, and married to Axizas, King of 
the Emeſenians, who had conſented to be circumciſed 
in order to obtain her. But Felix happening to ſee her, 
paſſionately in love with her, and being a Man of 
irreſiſſſ ole Addreſs, he never left off till he had t her 
quite out of conceit with an inſipid, formal Tool of 
a Husband, and perſuaded her to funrender up all her 
Charms to himſelf ; to which OP compaſſionate T8008 
in mere pity to a languiſhing Lover, ------ unwilling 
nſented, 7 Well ! and wh of all this ! How was 5 
Apoſtſe concerned in this Affair! Could not he have 
pleaded his own Cauſe, and told his own Story with- 
dut reflecting upon his 1 ----Muft People of their 
DiftinQion be accountable to an hw body for a few Gal- 
lantries among themſelves ? ----He did not indeed di- 
rectly charge them with the Crimes mentioned, No, 
he was too cunning for that. It was all by Fand 
. which hath always been thought a ſafe Way of abuſing 
one's Betters. "What elſe had he' to do, to talk about 
Lecce Temperance, and a Fudement to come ! But 
ily to reproach them with the want af thoſe eh, 
e was recommending, with an Zniuezde that t 
would, without Repentance and Amendment, be infal- 
libly damped i in the next World, for their Gallantries 
| this, "And that in ſuch rough uncourtly Language, 
Ga frightned — er into « Fi it of Trembling i 
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and, no doubt, threw the poor Lady into Vapours and 
Palpitations. Had he or any elſe took 1 115 
berties in any Congregation in this City, eſpecially at 
the polite End of the Town, I queſtion whether he 
would not provoke ſome of the beſt Men in the Pariſh, 
and deftroy all his Hopes of Preferment. He was upon 
another Occaſion, as. ſaucy to the High Prieſt, - as he 
was to the Governor, calling him whited Wall, a pro- 
verbial Ex va” 2 an Hypocrite, and threateni 
him with we” ments for his notorious Partiali 
and Injuſtice. Il fmite 2 2 2 Wall, 
tteſt thou to e me according io t 
— 9 me £1, ids contrary to the Law ; —— = 
=o why Man ſay that this was a decent Way of treat- 
is Betters * The well-bred Preachers among us are 
— of theſe indecent Liberties; they conſider the 
— —'f and 'Taſte of the : Audienge, and make Uſe of 
ſuch 'T opicks, and ſuch Lan ns age as are leaſt apt to 
give Offence, and moft lik y © 8a to gain their Attentian. 
ith this a judicious, polite Preacher might inſpire tlie 
beſt Part of his Audience with an Averſion and Abhor- 
rence of almoſt every. Vice, by ſhewing them how der 
ſtructive they are to their Health, their Reputation, or 
their Fortunes; and recommend every Virtue as a gen 
teel Accompliſhment, and an eſſential Part of Good+ 
breeding. Would it Ph think you, be a ſufficient 
Recommendation of the Virtues of Meekneſs, Tem- 
ce, and Chaſtity to every rational Lady in Great 
ritain, to ſhew them how much they contribute to 
ve their Health, their Shapes, and Complexions ! 
52 to talk of Hell, Damnation, the Devil, Fire and 
Brimſtone (Words only fit for the Mouth of an Incep- 
diary or a Highwayman) is indecent and ſhocking to 
a polite Audience, and enough to throw the moſt brit. 
liant Part of the Congregation into Fits.----- So much 
for his M. manners, and his Pedantry was equal to it. A 
Peaant, we all know, is a mere any Thing : A mere Scho- 
2 a mere Soldier, à mere Tar, a mere Far- hunter; one 
t knows nothing, and can talk of nothing, 1 his 
own Profeſſion, and Way of Life.-------- * rti- 
ot Pe runs through all his Writings. His E- 


ducation, 
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| paucatinn, N /Copherfion, his Commilion, his A. 


thority, his Fajth, his Hope, his ns and I know 
not what, are the great Topicks in his Epiſtles. 
Nor was this owing apy, or Forgetfulneſs ; 
but it appears to have been his firſt Reſolution to perſiſt 


in it: I determingd (ſays he) to fone avg 


fave Jefus Chriſt, and him crucified. ----Poor M 
were to ſet out among us with this Reſolution, and no- 
thing elſe to recommend him, I could venture to aſſure 
him, it would do him but very little Service. he un- 
2 Vall, were a tom Jer, « good Bottle 
Companion, a notable Manager of an Election, or thorough- 
hy acquainted with the Myſteries of Stocks and Funds, it 
would contribute much more to his Credit among the 


The laſt general Charge againſt the inferior Cler- 
is Jalineſs, and the Neglet of their Cures, 
[ 

Io this Part of the Accuſation, Lfear, there are too 
many, who. muſt plead guilty. It is often acknow- 
ledged.and lamęnted by the beſt Men, and beft Friends 
of their Order; but comes aukwardly and inſincęrely 
from the Mouth of an Enemy The Lazy, and the 
Vitious are their Delight, It is their Pleaſure to ſep 
a Clergyman live in Defiance of his Duty, and expoſe 
himſelf. to the corn and Contempt of leud and notori- 
ous Company. They love a Man, that will facrifice 
his Duty ad Conſcience to a Merry-meeting ; that 
will be as leud and profane, as the Reſt of the Compa- 
ny over his Bottle, and even blaſpheme for a good Din- 
ner. Such as theſe are the Diſgrace of their Order, 
and are for that very Reaſon the Friends and Fayou- 
rites of the Ignorant and Prophane. The hone/t Dgftor, 
that will talk leudly and prophanely, and. never balk 
his Glaſs, is ſyre to give no Interruption to the Mirth 
of the Company; he can never have the Confidence to 
rebuke the Vices in others, which he encourages by his 
own Example. Nor is this all.----It is a great Con 
ſolation to their Spirits to find the Parſon as wicked as 
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, Doubts, 


Polite, and his Fortune among the diſcerning Part of 
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themſelyes. The moſt ſanguine Atheiſt hath ſome. 
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Doubts, that diſquiet him: The merrieſt Sinner hath. 
ſome uneaſy Moments, ſome Miſgivings of Conſcience, 

ſome Suſpicions of Danger, which he knows not how 
to conquer; but when he ſees the Reverend Doctor 
(whoſe Profeſſion it is to know, to teach and to practiſe 

better) join in all the ſhocking Liberties of a wicked 

Converſation, it gives him a Sort of Hope, that he him 

ſelf doth not really believe the Doctrine, he preacheth to 

others; and altho* he may on a Sunday the Lan- 

guage of a Chriſtian Believer, yet it is only for Form's 
ſake, being a neceſlary Service to ſecure his Tenure and 
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1 his Maintenance. And this is the true Reaſon why 
1 too many, who in other Reſpects judge and act like 
15 Men of Senſe and Honour, in their Treatment of the 
of Chg, ſeem to bid Defiance to both. Reaſon and good 
* Senſe direct us to judge of Men and Things by their in- 


ternal Excellency and Uſefulneſs to Mankind; whate - 
ver tends td promote the moſt excellent Ends by the 
moſt eaſy and ble Means, are the moſt eminently 
— and ued by Men of Senſe and Underſtand-. 
ing. Now can any End be more excellent than that, 
which Religion propoſeth? Can there be a more valua- 
ble Intereſt than the eternal Happineſs of all Mankind? 
Nay, do not think I am going beyond the Articles of 
my own Creed. Upon the ſtrongeſt Convictions of ſo- 
ber Reaſon, I believe there is a God; and that he is 
a Rewarderof them, that endeavour to ſerve and pleaſe 
him to the beft of their Knowledge and Power ; 
the ſame unprejudiced Reaſon afſures me, that the 
human is immortal ; which all the Free-Think- 
ers of the Heathen World believed as well as I: And 
therefore I conclude, that the Rewards of Virtue and 
Piety will be eternal in the World to come. Well then. 
is not. everlaſting Happineſs to be preferred to everlaſt- 
ing Miſery ? Is not a quiet Confcjence better than a 
ilty one? Is it not the higheſt Prudence to ſecure e- 
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ven a probable Reverſion of everlaſting Happineſs, and 
revent even a Poffibility of being miſerable for ever ? 
Theſe are the Ends, which even natural Religion pro- 
ſeth ; of which, no Man of common Senſe can enter- 
— a ſerious Doubt. Nor are the Means leſs excel- 


tent 
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lent and reaſonable than the End, The Means are the 
Exerciſe of, every moral Virtue. Now will any Man 
in his Senſes ſay, that the Practice of every Virtue is 
not more excellent, than the Practice of every Vice? 
Is not the Character of a juſt and upright Man better 
than that of a Rogue or a Villain? Is not a ſober 
temperate Man more valuable than a Sot or a Rake ? 

* not much more excellent to be merciful, bountis 
, and charitable, than to be a covetous, hard-heart- 
Oppreſſor? Is it not more reaſonable and excellent 
to ſerve _ worſhip God W beſt oo Knows 
ledge and Power, and to Mankind, than it i 
neither to fear God 3 Man? It is an Aﬀront 
to common Senſe to make ſo abſurd a Suppoſition as 
this Queſtion implies : I ſay then, that thoſe, whoſe 
Buſineſs it is to promote theſe glorious Ends, who la- 
bour in it with Integrity, Prudence and Courage, and 
live agreeably to their preaching, deſerve to be conſi- 
\ 2 as Friends and Benefactors to Mankind; and the 
moſt uſeful Supports of civil Government and Order in 
the World, © 5 © 84. ol 
It is allowed on all Hands, to be a Point of Equity 
and natural Juſtice to judge impartially of the mora 
Characters of Men, and to fix Marks of Infamy or 
Honour in proportion to their different Degrees of Merit 
or Demerit, in their different Stations of Liſe. Now 
conſider, how valuable to every Man of Senſe and Ho- 
nour is the Character of a generous, abliging Neigh- 
bour, a ſincere F riend, a juſt Servant, and a faithful 
Steward? Every Man at firſt hearing hath a ſecret E- 
ſteem and Affection for theſe Characters. And why 
ſo, but becauſe they act juſtly and honourably in their 
different Stations of. Life. So again, for the ſame Rea: 
: Ton, every Man of Senſe and Honour eſteems an up- 


\ right, K l Lawyer, a learned, careful az 4 
* not 


vigilant and active Magiſtrate, an uncorrupt Judge, an 
honeſt, bold Commander by Sea or Land. then 
a ſincerely good and virtuous Man, is not a ſerious, 
learned, conſcientious Clergyman 5 to the ſame 
Proportion of Eſteem and Honour? Surely he ought 
te be ; and that for the very ſame Reaſon, hy + 
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he faithfully executes the Truſt committed to him, and 
acts agreeably to his Character. Conſider, again on 
the other Hand, how deteſtable to every Man of Ho- 
nour is the treacherous Neighbour, the falſe Friend, the 
unfaithful Servant, the unjuſt Steward; the corrupt 
Lawyer, the ignorant Or negligent Ph ician, the wick i 
ed Judge, the cowardly, treacherous Commander; and 
all for the ſame Reaſon, becauſe they act unworthily 
and difagreeably to their Characters, and betray the 
ſeveral I ruſts repoſed in them. And now tell me, js 
not every wicked, immoral Man, particularly every 
ſcandalous, immoral Clergyman equally deteſtable 
Are they not under higher, or at leaft equal Obliga- 
tions to act agreeably to their Characters, and faith- 
fully to execute the Creral Duties of their Office, to 
live exemplary and ſober Lives, to encourage the Vir- 
tues, ' and rebuke 'the Vices of others, and promote 
to the utmoſt of their Power the Inteteſts of Truth 
and Virtue, the temporal Happineſs and Peace of Man- 
kind, and the Salvation of their Souls hereaftet ? Sure-__ 
ly this is their indiſpenſible Duty. And whoſoever acts 
otherwiſe, is a Traitor ta his Truft, an Enemy to 
God and his own Soul, Every Man of Senſe and Ho- 
hour muſt acknowledge this to be the true State of te 
Caſe, Vet in ſpite of. this ſtrong Conviction, this un- 
deniable Concluſion, we daily fee Men, who value 
themſelves upon their ſuperior good Senſe, and nice Ho- 
nour, 'who would think it a Reproach to their Under= 
ſtandings to be miſtaken in their Judgments about 4 
Horſe or a Dog; and would bluſh-to be told they had 
not Senſe” enough to diſtinguiſh a good one from a bad 
dne; yet have a ſecret Pride and Pleaſure in diſtin- 
guiſhing and careſſing a vitious unworthy Clergyman, 
_ Br being ſuch ; and deſpiſing and affronting the 

irtuous and the Good, purely for doing their Duty, 
and acting agreeably to their Character and Profeſſion, 
----Shame and  Repentance be the Portion of thoſe 
who either give or receive this unworthy Preference. 
But let not the Learned, the Diligent, the Faithful, 
ind the Virtuous ſuffer Reproach for the Vices of their / 
enworthy Brethren 4 which their Enemies openly ap- ) 
Eid | prove” } 


/ 
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prove and encourage, and their beft Friends condemg 


und lament, but ean neither prevent nor cure. 
Mehr 1 Lond ; ke 
| eighbour juſt ſetting out for London, offers to 
2 e 


Papers, and gives me no Time to 


Adieu, D. 8. 
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nes far we have conſidered the 1 


Charge againſt the whole Body of the Clergy, 
Xa and what may and ought to be produced in 
their Defence, altho we pretend not to juſtify the en- 
tire Conduct of every individual Character. Our Ac- 
aintance among the Clzrgy (eſpecially of the higher 
Order) 4s not ſufficient to enable us to judge, whether 
there be, as Sir Harry boldly affirms upon his own 
Knowledge, any immoral, ignorant, ſneaking Time-ſer+ 
vers, &c.----among them. If there be, we give then 
up, and have nothing to plead in their Behalf. But 
Rill, my Friend, let us judge fairly and imparti 
and lay the Blame where L to be laid. 
there be ſuch 12 neither ordain nor prefer 
themſelves ; they refore that ordained or preferred 
ſuch unworthy Perſons, have the greater Sin. It is a 
popular _ „That the Corruption of the Laity is 
owing to the Corruption of the Clergy ; but impartial 
Reaſon, and daily Experience evinces the Contrary, 
| and affures Sw = the —4— Immorality, and 
Corruption upon DO, are owing to the 
Ignorance or Iniquity of thoſe Patrons that refering 
them. The Patronage of Eccleſiaſtical Benefices is a 
very facred and important Truſt, which ſhould be exe- 
cuted with the greateſt Impartiality, Tenderneſs, and 
Caution. The Original of which was this : The firſt 
Founders of the Churches always articled with the Bi- 
ſhop of the Dioceſe, that they ſhould have the Privi- 
leges of preſenting fit Clerks to ſupply their S 
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| —_ 
and receive the Profits of their Endowments ; than 
which nothing could be more reaſonable, for as it was 


certain that nothing but a devout Senſe of Religion and 
| to the Gloty of God, and the of 
Mens could ever induce Men to diſpoſe of their 
Eſtates for ſuch pious Uſes; ſo it was as certain, that 
= would employ none to officiate in thoſe Churches, 
and have the Care of Souls, but ſuch as they knew 
to be rightly qualified, and duly diſpoſed to execute ſo 
ſacred a Commiſſion ; and anſwer the pious Intenti- 
ons of the Foundets : Which Right is juſtly continued 
to their Poſterity, and thoſe that have ed from 
them. And great pity it is, that the Piety of the firſt 
Founders had not always deſcended to their Poſterity 
with their Inheritance; which would have been (un- 
der Providence) the r Church could poſ- 

ſibly have for a conſtant of worthy Clergy- - 


men. | 

The Patron of a Church, who hath the Right of 
Preſentation to a Cure of Souls, is in the Nature of 
a Guardian or Truſtee for thoſe Souls, and hath much 
to anſwer for, if he commit the Care of them to an 
3 Perſon. h 

riptures,----(nay don't 

I read them, as the beſt Syſtem of 
appeared in the World:) The Scri I fay, 
ſcribe the Office and Duty of a good Clergy, by a great +. 


Variety of ſtrong and fignificant Metaphors. Such as 
follow. k | 
1. Lights of the World. Mat. v. 14. Phil i, 
I 


2, s fo the Fleck. I Pet. V. | 
3. Good Bacher dl. John x. - 
4. Phyſicians of Souls, Mat. ix. 12, 

. Watchmen, Ezek. xxxiii. 7 | 
» Spiritual Guides, Acts viii. 31. Rom. ii. 19. 
eb. xiii. 17. | 

7. Ambaſſadors. 2 Cor. v. 20. Eph. vi. 20. — 

. St-wards of the Myſteries of God. 1 Oor. 
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- All exprefling the #1 End and Deſign 
Qualifications 5 it. Tr 


' Office, and = He ary, Qual 
xtfiefs of a Patron, is to chuſe ſuch a Per- 


as take Care . thoſe Souls, as may 8 and 
conſcientio 1 the ſeteral Duties of 
Fee, ache! under theſe different Ua Aug 
be, who, upon! baſe Confillerations, knowin ly commits 
the OE of Sols to an ignorant; an unbelieving, a 
eglig an immoôral wicked Man, betrays the g : 
1 ere Pratt committed to Him, involves himſe 
— * the Guilt of 'his*Cler#, and will have a ſad Ac⸗ 
*e6unt to give for the Loſs of thoſe Souls that ſhall N 


W rn! 
take a fieafef ald ate View of the Falz 
ly 20 18 


niquity of ſuch à corrupt Patrorl; by conſidering 
the <> Characters of good Clergy-men abovementi- 
died; which ought to direct and deterinine his Choice 
of p Perſons for, that , ſacred and important Of- 
0 Tha are; 1. To be the Lights of their Cure; to 
d Datkneſs; and oma the [ie ts he of 

are to 


ho committed to their Charg 
the Error of their Ways ys, 2 lead them but. 

\ Darkneſs into. Light, that they may ſee the Thingę that 
make for their Peace, and be conducted by that Light 
into the Path of everlaſting Life; Now if a corrupt of. 

negligent Patron, inſtead of "ſetting up a burning, and 

| ſhining Light; ſhould take it in his Head td prefer a i ig- 
norant, infadicious Tool tb! the Cure of a Multitude 
3 Souls ; it would be juſt as wiſe and equitable a Piece 
of Conduct, as if the chief Magiſtrate ſhould com- 
mand a R Light or a F arthing-Candle to be ſet up 
in every Light-Houſe upon the. Coaſts of Great-Britaing 
with the gracious Addition of a brace or two of Glow-, 
e worms, for the Improvement of Light and Security of 
Navigation. 

They are, ſecondly, to be E xamples to the Hul; to 
be Patterns of their Conduct, that they ſhould learn to 
act and walk as they ſee their Teachers do. But to 

ſet up a leud Rake, or a profligate Libertine to be an, 
Example to his Flock; would be juſt as ridiculous as if 
& Painter ſhould adviſe his Scholars to copy Ther/ites, 5% 


Dic 


# its . 


1 


D. REFERS 2s Models of an engt Sha TT 
s * 


They ate, thindly, to be gs Shopheras 3 to feed and 
defend the Flocks committed to their Charge , to feet 
that, which was left, and bring again that, iubich unt 
driven away, to bind up that, wahich. was broken, and to 
ſtrengthen that, which was ſick. He therefore, that com- 
mits the Care of Souls to a worldly, covetous, negli - 

t, or cruel Man, who ſhall 


ing but 16 
feed himſelf with the Fat, and to dloath himſe 
Mol, kill them that are fa LEEDS | 
) 


acts as wiſely and rationally as he, 
the Care of his Flock to the Butcher, or leave them to 
the Mercy of the Wolf. 

They are, 5 Phyſicians of Soult, from whom fo 
much greater Skill, Experience, Aſſiduity and Compaſſion 
z expected than from the Phy/icians of our Bodies as the 
former are infinitely. more valuable than the latter, their 
Oleg mage difficult to be -cured, and a Miſcar- 
riage irreco fatal ; wich ch Regard- a Patros 
may —— as a Governor. in-any of our Hoſpitals: 
Suppoſe now, that the Governors in any of our great 
Hoſpitals ſhould come to a Reſolution, to chuſe nei - 
ther Phyſician nor on, but of ſuch a particular 
Size, Complexion, or Family, who beſides all thatz 
could produce undoubted Teſtimonies, that he could 
upon proper Occaſions jump nine Fimes forward ant 
back ward over a Stick without boggling; and make no 
more Difficulty ef ſwallowing: a piece of a Mill: Stone 
at the Word of Command, than a piece of a Cuſtard; - | 
or a Glaſs of Wine, without any Regard-at all to their 
Knowledge ant Abilities in their reſpeRive Profeſſions : | 
To whoſe Account would you charge the many Lives, 
that would infallibly be loſt, for want of able Phyſician 
and {killfal — to attend the poor Patients ---- A 
Queſtion not fit ane 100 een Fool « can '} 


vive an. as. 
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They are, m_—_— 3 who in ancient Tims 
were placed upon Watch-towers, Poſts of Eminence, 
and Elevation, from whence - they might have more 


* 
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exteriſive Views, than the World below ttfem z that 
they might more eaſily. foreſee diſtant Dangers, ſuch 
as the breaking out of a Fire, or Inundation, or the 
Invaſion of an Enemy, and give timely W 
thoſe below, to prevent or flee from the approaching 


Danger. The Virtues proper for ſuch an Officer were, i 
1. Vigilance. 2. Attention. 3. Integrity. 4. Co. Hen 
rage. If a HYatchman were to take the Advantage of Wl Ty. 
his exalted Station, where nobody could overlook him, | i 
to ſſleep more ſecurely and comfortably than his Neigh- Wil #.;, 
bdours below him; what would he not deſerve ? be % 
Nay, fuppoſe him to be wide awake, he may happen WW 7725 
to be no better employed, than if he were faſt aſleep; Wl San 
he may be paring his Nails, or mending his Stockings, Wl c.,,, 
reading the Hiſtory of Robin Fibu, or Tom Tun ;;. 
without any Regard to che Nature of his Office, the 


tive to the Duties of his Office, and that he keep 


Sf nee 
—— 
_ n 2 
be ce 


Welfare of his Neighbours, or the Deſign of his Ele 


vation, Let us, however, ſuppoſe him really atten- 


eady” Look out on every Side, yet if he be not at hou 
Ales: he may be juſt Lucke, altho* not ſo innocent; 
as if hi were faſt aſleep. He may poſſibly fee an Houle 
on Fire, and give no Alarm; becauſe he ſees ſome of his 
Comradles below, watching for an Opportunity of Plun- 
der; of which he is ſure to come in for his Share, 2 


the Reward of his Silence. Or "ſuppoſe him to be T 
honeſt as a Man of a little Heart and narrow Soul cat that 

| poſſibly be, and that he were reſolved to db his Duty; thou 
if it could be done with Security to himſelf ; yet chuſ 

may ſo happen, that a juſt Diſcharge of his Duty ma thoſ 
expoſe him to the Reſentment of his Bertert, wu were 
would neither want Will nor Power to diſtreſs him ble 
to ſtop his Salary, to remove him from his Poſt; ani were 
perhaps, render him uncapable of ever recovering moſt 
again. A Conſideration----that hath frighted many at 


Fioneſt weak Man out of his Senſes, and made him as u- 
capable of ſeeing, ing, or ſpeaking, as if he had 
been abſolutely born deaf, dumb, and blind, Now * 


4) 
ak you, if you; or an te thou 
the xk Nitril b or any Fl A . Neg 


the Treachery or Commlce of h a W 
abet we ou ber Git, whit would Jen noe tes 


. atleaſt; if not with Curſes ? . Which were 


$ 7% the Tru foi 
Sword come ond ta Bun 8 


taketh Warning, pr | 

Watchman fee the — 5 and blow not the Trum= 
bt and 187 Pe p< Lou Larter the Sword come and 
inke away any he is takertaway 
i his Iniguity, but 2 Blas Pall & required at the Watch= 
— And if Thad the making of ſuch 4 
Watchman, I ſhould have great Reaſon to fearz that 


of me. 
They are, ſixthly, Spiritual Guides: Now the leaſt 
that could be e from a Guide would be, that hs 


chuſe his Way, and Ho 23 not to miſlead 
thoſe, who wan au ror to his Direction. I he 
wo were abſolutely blind, he would be abſolutely u 
ble of doing his Duty ; ; if he had his Eye-ſight, but 
were utterly a Stranger to the Road, he would be al- 
moſt e of A xe IM. as if he were quite 


TELLS. 


of him ? Could you forbear loading him with Re 


| to hear and be conſcious of to my ſelf; that T had been 
the fole Author of putting ſuch a worthleſs Fellow in- 


both his Blood and theirs too would finally be requited | 


ſhould have Eyes to ſee, and Experience to know and ._ 


(36) | 
- blind but if he.could be ſuppoſed ſo i ignorant, — 
2 8 to e man J. there was 
no ity, as that, to whi were trav 
and to Which he pretended 4 and yet, 
would undertake the Office, purely for the fake of - n 
Reward; He would either lead them at Random, ill Tunit 
he culd fairly leave them to ſhift for themſelves, or | 
tray them into the Hands of Banditti and Robbers, 1 
| would in _ them in the Plunder, and Murder ief 452% 
appy Travellers. Could any Puniſhment 6 
/ oo Guilt of ſuch a treacherous Guide ? If the Blind Pd! 
lead the Blind, the Conſequence is obvious and certain, wm 
if the I gnorant lead the Ignorant, the Caſe is much ie Ly 
the — ; but if Robbers and Murderers undertake ti 2" 
a the ignorant and credulous Traveller, nothing but Pe! 
in and Deſtruction can enſue... And the * ugh: 
will certainly. reft upon thoſe, who. had Authori _ 
the poor Travellers to accept of | ſuch. a 45 7 
as they. ſhould appoint, . and would refuſe to allow them nd di 
\ a . 
They are, ſeventhly, Ambaſſadors, 1 Office FW 
great Di ignity and Truſt, that requires great Abilitie me 
to diſcharge it worthily, to the Honour of his Prince, ey | 
and the 133 his Commiſſion. Now, if, ſuch 
an Honour were unhappily conferred upon an unwor- 
thy 2 without common Abilities and common 
Honeſty, judge you what a contemptible, deteſtable , n 
* gure he muſt make., See him adorned with all the * 
Enſigns of Honour, requiſite to give him Credit, an at b 
\ ſupport his Character among Foreigners, a Royal Ap- 
pointment for his Attendance and his Table, af - 
whatever may contribute to ſupport and adorn bis » D 
Title and Commiſſion : Should you ſee this ,pogr 
Wretch, when he comes into the to which 
he is ſent, intirely neglect the Buſineſs of is Employ- 
ment, flutter about with his Equipage and Attendant 
and ſpend his Salary in unworth * mpany and Di- ela 
verſions; what would you think — him? 0; owe he pre 
have Honeſty and Senſe enough” to go to Court, de- ak 
liver his Credentials; and take upon him-the Exerciſe 
of * Office ; which he 100 not Ability, gr Into you 


8 


* * 7 
* 
* 

o 
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An | 
enough to execute: Should he, through Ignorance or 
. — ſo far proſtitute the Dignity of his Cha- 
rafter, as to diſhonour his Prince, 4 ſacrifice the 
real Intereſt of his Country; what Contempt, what 
Puniſhment would he not deſerve ?---- But ſhould he 
be yet more wicked, and exerciſe his W to his 
intimate Friends and Bottle-Companions, by aſſuring 
them, That all this Solemnity of Title 4 Figure 
ere nothing but grave Farce and Ridicule, 9 * 
d really no ſuch „ nor had received any 
ommiſſion, but was only acting a gainful . yo 
e Intereſt, and by the Direction of wiſer Heads than 
is own, for certain political Purpoſes, which were nat 
roper for him to own.----A Suppoſition ſo monſtrous 
an only be exceeded by the Wickedneſs and Folly of 

impious, unbelieving Clergy-man, who pretends a 
ommiſſion from God, whom in his Heart he denies, 
ddisbelieves, that whole Revelation, which the * 


ils believe and tremble. at. Y i 


They are, laſtly, Stewards of the My/# 

nd we know that it is required of all or rok that 
ey be ſkillful and faithful in the Diſcharge of their 
lice, - Let not the Word Myſteries move your Spleen, | 
tever you and I may think of it, it is, however, 
good Argument, ad haminem. For ſurely it ought, 
common Juſtice, to be preſumed, that every Chri- 
ian Clergy-man believes them; or if he doth not, 
at he would have Honour enough fairly to own pv to 
it his Preferment and diſclaim his Character, you 

al as honeſtly with the World as you and I do. 

is Deſignation of their Office, they are — ec 
7 „and be able and ready to defend theſe facred 
ies, (as they ſuppoſe them) againſt all Oppoſers. 
bh are to convince the ſober and rational Enquir- 
of the Ground and Neceffity of this Belief, and the 
cefſary Connection there is betwixt Orthodox Faith, 
prej judiced Reaſon, and ſound Morality, in promot- 
> all the Purpoſes of true Religion here, and ever- 
ting Happineſs hereafter, Now, if an unbelieving 
tron were to diſpoſe of a good Benefice, he would 
yy beſtow it upon one of his own Way of 
C 3 thinking, 


(38) 
, who believed as little of theſe myſterious q 
28 himſelf. Well ! how (think you? woul ſuch 
Man behave himſelf in the of lock? Toh 
ſure he would never take pains to preach fuch Doe 
trines, or preſs the Neceſſity of ſuch Articles as he di 
not believe himſelf. He might be too politick, pet 
haps, directly to deny or oppoſe them; for Negatin 
are untractable Things; and till the Boundaries 3 
Fences of Orthodoxy be abſolutely deſtroyed, and Chr 
ſtianity ceaſe to be the Religion of the State, the 
might be ſome Appearance of Danger; becauſe t 
Creeds and Liturgy of the Church ard mech bet AQ 
Parliament, part of the Law of the Land; his Buſind 
therefore would be either never to trouble himſelf 
his Hearers about ſuch intricate Points, or if he did, 
mention them with a philoſophical Indifference, 
Matters of doubtful Diſputation, and to lay all 
Streſs of their Duty upon thoſe plain and obvious I 
ties of Morality, upon whick the Sober and the Lean 
ed, in all Ages and al} Nations, have been agree 
That an upright, ſober, pelite Morality is abſolut ute 
neceſſary to make us acceptable to God and Man. 
but if, after all, it ſhould a (perhaps too. k 
that che eries of revealed Religion ſtand — 
eternal, ken Foundation; that without ſuch 
Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God ; that the re 
rend Uſe of the two Sacraments, which depend at 
lute upon that Faith, is neceſſary to Salvation 4.9 whit 
hath, been ſtrongly and rationally debated by 
great Learning and fine Underſtanding z to fern 
muſt confeſs, I have never yet ſeen a ee 
ſwer : If, I ſay, this ſhould at laſt prove to 
Caſe, how ad will the Condition of "thoſe Men | 
Beers 5 te Miri Ca will bs ab 
teward of. t eries ad w 
hath all — diſo —_— his having u 
committed to his Charge ? And rye 
tron will be involved in the Pa OY x 
po judge. 


Tpiritual Gui 
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Let us now conſider the preſent State of Patronage; 
eſpecially in this Part of our Iſland, which is under E- 


The great Patrons of all Eccleſiaſtical Dignitic 
ak + 

1. The King. 

2. The Lord-High Chancellor. 

3. The Arch-Biſhops, and Biſhops, 


1. The King is the ſole Fountain of Honour and 
Dignity, in all Caſes, and to all Perſons, as well Ec-- 
cleſiaſtical as Civil. For the Lord-Chancellor, and 
their Lordſhips the Biſhops, being made ſolely by the 
King, may be conſidered only as the King's Agents, or 
Deputies in Eccleſiaſtical Promotions; they being as ſo 
many Pipes and Channels to convey the Royal Favour | 
to thoſe, who are too far removed from the Royal Pre- 
ſence, to receive any immediate Comfort or Bleſſing 
from it; and who will be ſure never to beſtow it, but 
on thoſe whom they know to be worthy... In this Re- 
ſpe, „ thrice happy is the Church of England, un- 
der the Patronage and Protection of a ng religious and 
gracious King; whoſe moſt illuſtrious Title is that of /u- 
preme Governor of the Church, and Defender of the Faith ; 
and who, conſidered under either of theſe Characters, 
neither will, nor can do, any Thing to the Prejudice 
of the eſtabliſhed Church. He cannot be infenſible, 


that this would be not only acting in contradiction to 


his Character, as Head of the Church, and Defender of 
the Faith, and to all the Engagements of his Corona- 
tion Oath ; but ſapping his own Authority, and de- 
ſtroying the beſt and trueſt Support of his Authority 
and Government, I mean Conſcience aud a juſt Senſe 
of Religimm. Now that can only be ſupported among 
the People, by the Influence and Example of their 

des When they ſee them living and 
Chriſtians; when fl 


acting, as well as talking = 
a 5 | 3 C + 
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ſhall ſee them zealous of good Works, jealous for "the 
Glory of God, and Intereſts of true Religion; not in- 
ſuenced by ſecular Views of worldly Intereſt or Powet, 
but deſpiſing and oppoſing every Temptation, that ma 
be thrown in their Way, to deſert or betray the 
committed to their Charge : Such as theſe will ſhine 
as Lights in the World; the People, that ſee them will 
reverence and eſteem them, will gladly fubmit to their 
Directions, and follow their Examples, and acknow- 
ledge that God is in them of a Truth, when lee 
them live agreeably to their CharaQters, and believe 
and practiſe themſelves, what they preach -to others. 
But if a Prince ſhould ever be fo unhappy as to pro- 
mote a det of covetous, ambitious, time-ſerving Seekers, 
only to be the Tools of Power; the Influence of ſuch 
Examples on the Minds of the People, muſt be prodi- 
giouſly Evil, and the Credit of Religion muſt fink to 
the ſame Level with the Credit of its Teachers. Ex- 
perience, therefore, hath ſhewn, that it hath. never 
been good Policy, eſpecially in England, to reduce the 
Credit of the Clergy, and by Conſequence of Religion, 
too low in the Opinion of the People, Certain it is, 
no Laws can be- framed, no human Authority can be 
ſufficient to reſtrain ambitious, turbulent, and ſeditious 
Spirits. There is no Security like Conſcience. When 
People are convinced that Rebellion and Reſiſtance of 
the ſupreme Power is a damnable Sin, they will then be 
ſubject not only for Wrath, but alſo. for Conſcience 
ſake ; which the Clergy cannot inculcate with any 
Hopes. of Succeſs, further than their Credit with the 
Laity can engage their Attention and Regard. But 
if ever they ſhould ſee the higheſt Dignities of the 
Church, conferred as a Reward for the moſt obſequi- 
ous Compliances with the Court, it will naturally 
weaken and abate that Reverence, that is due to their 
Ecclefiaſtical Superiors, they will be tempted to ima- 
gine, that every Thing they ſay to them- is the Lan- 
guage of the Court, rather than either Law or Gofpel, 
and therefore pay no more regard to it, than-they do 
to the Charge of a Judge at the Aſſizes, who hath 
received his Inſtructions beforehand from the * 


( ar) | | 
and is particularly directed, what to tell the Country. 
This inſenſibly draws the free - thinking and unthinki 
Majority into a Diſeſteem and Suſpicion of the Tru 
of Religion in general; whoſe Foundation wt. can 
never think to be divine, when they ſee it intirely plaid as 
an Engine of State, and directed by the moſt corrupt 
Maxims of State-Policy. Hence they are perſuaded 74 
Atheiſts and Deiſts to reſolve all into Prieſt-craft, 
rected by a ſuperior State- craft. This gives the full 
Reins to all Leudneſs, Immorality, and Rebellion, 
where there is the leaſt Proſpect of or Impuni- 
But even here, the State will find themſelves much 
miſtaken in their Politicks; and that all their Schemes 
of Security from ſuch a State of Things will end in 
Diſappointment and Confuſion. For, if Religion were 
a State - craft, it would anſwer no political Purpoſes, 
unleſs the People were taught to believe the direct 
Contrary, that the whole was a Divine In/fitution ; and 
that the Clergy ated by Virtue of a Divine Commiſſm, 
which they never will, nor can believe, whilſt they ſee 
the Governors of the Church exerciſing almoſt no Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Power, but in Dependence, and by Direc- 
tion of the State. No rational Man will call any 
Thing Religion, but what he thinks to be Divine; 
that is, commanded immediately by God; and that 
whatſoever is ſo, is wholly independent and unaltera- 
ble by any human Power whatſoever. And to ſay the 
lain Truth, this is it, which hath made ſo many 
eiſtt among the Gentry, and ſo many : Diſſenters a- 
mong the common People of England. e Diſſontert, 
one and all, pretend to Divine Commiſſion, indepen- 
dent of all the Powers on Earth; therefore the com- 
mon People flock to them, and look upon the Church 
of England, as a State -Religion, or a Parliamentary E- 
ſtabliſhment. And the Deryts, whilſt they obſerve the 
Conduct of their Superiors, and the political Directi- 
on and Reſtraints of Eccleſiaſtical Power and Diſci- 
pline, if they ſhould ever find themſelves fitting in 
Committees of Religion, they can never think there is 
any Thing more Divine in a controverted Point of 
Religion, than in a controverted Election, ſince both 
7 | an 


1 
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are to be determined by the Votes of the Majority, 
Upon theſe Conſiderations we are morally certain, that 
a wiſe and religious Prince will never do any Thing to 
the Prejudice and Diſcredit of Religion, and by Con- 
ſequence will never fill the higheſt Offices of the Church 
with Men of ſuch Inability or ill Principles, as may 
I their Order, and make Religion it ſelf con- 
But ſhould we, or our Poſterity, be ever fo unhap- 
py as to ſee a Papiſt, a Presbyterian, an Heretick, or 
an Infide] on the Throne of theſe Kingdoms, which 
God forbid ! But it is by no Means an impoſſible 
Suppoſition, for what hath been may be, and no hu- 
man Prudence can foreſee or prevent ſuch a dreadful 
Contingency ; in ſuch a Caſe, there is no doubt to 
be made, but each would prefer Men of their own 
Principles and Comple&ions, Men that would ſerve 
their Luſts, and gratify their Ambition, or at leaſt 
ſuch as would comply with every Thing, and not 
dare to reprove their . Faults, or tell them their Duty, 
By theſe Means it would be in the Power of the 
vileſt Favourites and Inſtruments in Iniquity, to fell 
the beſt Preferments in the Church to the Bidder ; 
-altho? he had no other Kind of Merit, but that of giv- 
ing a valuable Conſideration, This muſt neceſfarily 
tend to make Religion appear to the undiſcerning, 
the illiterate, and injudicious, which are much the 
greater Part of Mankind, to be not only an emp 
Name, but a Cheat and Impoſition upon Mankind, 
when they ſee it fo proſtituted to the vileſt Purpoſes of 
Leudneſs, Ambition, and Covetouſneſs. 
There is one Difficulty yet behind: It may fo hap- 
that a well-diſpoſed Prince, of a moſt gracious 
Diſpoſition, and upright Intention, may yet be be- 
trayed through an exceſſive Eaſineſs and Credulity, into 
an improper and unhappy Choice of Miniſters both in 
Church and State, A Prince, that is reſolved to ſee 
with his own Eyes, and hear with his own Ears, can- 
not eaſily be deceived in the Choice of proper Perſons 
to fill the higheſt Stations, in both. But if thro! Dif+ 
fidence or Indolence he delegate his whole Authority 
— ' to 
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der himſelf as the Head and 
Party, whom he muſt ſupport and 
may be able to ſupport him; which can only be done 


tereſt, If, in full Confidence of his In 


63) 
to a favourite Miniſter, and reſign himſcif aböb *u 


his Direction, he thereby makes him not only his 
mier in Temporals, but his Yice-gerent in Soiritugh, 
with Conſequences no leſs dangerous to his own R 
, than to the Intereſt ——_ 
curity of Church and ate, In a Nation divided in- 
en which is too often the Caſe of 
all Nations more or leſs, there will be perpetual Strug- 
for Power and Eſtabliſhment ; and out of whichever 
the Miniſter is choſen, he will conſi- 
ntative of that 


then, that they 


ower, and keeping up a good Majority in both 
es of Parliament, And as the Biſhops are known 


to have great Weight in the Upper Houſe, it is natural 


for him to prefer none but ſuch as give him full Secu- 
rity, for their entire Attachment to his Perſon and In- 
tegrity, up- 
right Intentions, and publick Spirit, he ſhould deter- 
mine to prefer none, but Men of diſtinguiſhed Learn» 
ing, Piety, and Courage, he need never be at a loſs to 


find out proper Perſons fo hed : But if he want a 
Set of 7" aha (as Sir ee 

mortal Memory, uſed to call 

to be found in the Purlieus of a Court, waiting for Va- 
cancies, and ready to accept them upon the Terms of 
their Patron. The Con of this muſt quickly 
be a Contempt of publick Spirit and political Virtue, 
of good Learning 4— Morals, and true Religion, as 
Things of no Ui or Conſideration towards procuring 
Preferment, which _ ſolely beſtowed upon politi- 
cal Conſiderations, Principles of the Minifter and 
his Party are 1 


which is as abſolutely for obtaining Prefer» 
ment, i as aol noceſry for obwining Poor 
faining Balration, I remember I once ſaw the Form 


a Creed, drawaupin a — 
merry Writer, to this Effect : 7 2 2 Lge 
to be the beſt and wiſe/t Man in deny 


and . Kg 


reepied x that all by Jays is true; ada be au . 
right 5 
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Ii (44) 
right ; and whoever thinks otherwiſe, is either a Knave, or 
Hol, an Enemy to his Country and his own Intereſt, and 


deſerves never to be admitted to any Office or Truft, Eccle- 
fagſtical, Military or Civil, from this Time forth for ever- 
more. Amen. Very conciſe ; but very comprehen- 
five ; including every Thing, that is to be be- 


lieved by any Man that intends to riſe by the Intereſt of 
2 8 I would not be thought to mean any particu- 
lar Miniſter or Party. Parties conſider'd as Parties are 
all alike: they differ only as a Black Bull may do from 
a M dite one in Size, and Strength, and Colour. The 
ſtrongeſt is always in the Right, and- the weakeſt always 
in the Wrong. The firſt reſolved, at all Adventures, 
to ſupport it ſelf ; the other watching all Advantages 
to perplex their Counſels, to diftreſs their Adminiftrati- 
5 and ſet their whole —_— in the moſt odious 
Lights, in hopes of procuring a Change, and in 
the Reins into their own Hands, Upon the Whole 
we may venture to pronounce, that a wiſe and 
Prince will never knowingly prefer an unworthy Mar 
to any. of thoſe eminent Stations in the Church; and 
that a weak or irreligious Prince, or cunning Minifter, 
will never but by chance prefer a good one. A project- 
ing Head, a voluble Tongue, and a fupple Conſcience, 
will be a more ſucceſsful Recommendation than the 
Knowledge of an Angel, the Piety of a Saint, or the 
Courage of a Martyr, | | 
The next great Lay-Patron is the Lord-High-Chan- 
cellor, who hath a Right of preſenting to every Bene- 
fice belonging to the Crown under the Value of 201: 


per Ann. in the King's Books. The Reaſon of this is 


generally ſaid to be, that he had formerly ſeveral Cler- 
gymen conſtantly attending him in the Execution of his 
Office, who were a Sort of Aſſeſſors or Aſſiſtants upon 
ſome particular Occaſions, as particularly in Cauſes of 
a religious Nature, where, as Keeper of the King's Con- 


ſcience, he was to determine rather by the Laws of 


God and revealed Religion, or Canon Law, (which 
at that Time was eſteemed à neceſſary Branch of 
Learning for every Clergyman) rather than by the 
F orms of civil or common Law. On which Account, 
| * it 


(45) 
it hath been generally thought, the Kings of England 
formerly —— ſome Biſhop of eminent ren 
ty ing to that High Office. Theſe Clergy- 
men always attended the Lord Chancellor, as thoſe now 
do, who are called Clerks in Chancery, and who were not 
permitted to marry, till a Statute was made on purpoſe to 


enable them in the Reign of Henry VIII. And that the 
Lord Chancellor might be enabled to gratify theſe Clerks, 
he had the Privilege of beftowing thoſe Benefices given 
him by the Crown. And a very great Privilege it is, 
as he preſents not 2 to ſeveral very valuable parochial 
Cures, but to ſeveral Dignities in the Cathedral Church 
es, as Rocheſter, Glouceſter, Briſtol, &c. Which Prefer- 
ments, as they were intended to be the diftinguiſhi 
Rewards of diſtinguiſh'd Merit, were certainly. never 
lodged in better Hands, than they are at preſent. If 
univerſal Knowledge, conſummate Prudence and E 
rience, and unaffected Piety and Zeal for Religion, can 
ive us any Security, we are morally certain, that his 
* Lordſhip can never prefer an ill Man, nor diſcounte- 
nance. a good one. I have been credibly informed; 
that when the Lord Chancellor Finch, was firft promo- 
ted to the Seal, he uſed often to ſay, That the Patronage 
of Eccleſiaſtical Preferments was the. greateſt Burden 
annexed to his Office ; and that after many ſerious and 
pious Reflections upon it, he one Day addreſſed himſelf 
to his Chaplain Dr. Sharp, afterwards Lord Archbiſhop of 
York, (whom he loved and truſted as a Friend, and 
honoured as his Confeſſor and ſpiritual Guide) to this 
Effect: The greatef D gad. apprehend, in the Exe- 
cution of my Office, ts the Patronage of Eccleſiaſtical Pre- 
ferments, God is my Witneſs, that I would not knowingly 
prefer an unworthy Perſon'; but as my Courſe of Life and 


Studies hath lain another Way, I cannot think my ſelf o 


good a Judge of the Merits of fuch Suitors as you are; 1 
therefore charge it 2 your Conſcience, as you will an- 
ſwer it to Almighty God, that upon every ſuch Occaſion, you 
make the beſt Enquiry, and give me the beſ# Advice you 
can, that I may never beſtow any Favour upon an un- 
deſerving Man; which if you neglect to do, the Guilt 
will be mtirely yours, I. ſhall deliver my own Soul. 
- "ooo oo 


'* Sir Philip York, Lord Baron of Harcwick, 


+ | 
The next great Patrons are the moſt Reverend the | 


Archbiſhops and Biſhops. And methinks there is at 
firſt Sight ſuch an apparent Congruity betwixt Eccle- 
fiaſtical Juri{diion' and Patronage, that I am often 
tempted to wiſh, they had more Intereſt and Power im 
this Reſpect, than at Preſent they ſeem to have; that 
they had as much Power in the Government of the 
Church, as the Lords Commiffieners of the Admiralty, 
and the Commiſfioners of Trade and Plantations have 
in their reſpective Provinces ; Or, which is yet more 
to the Purpoſe, and comes nearer to the Caſe, as much 
as the ſeveral great Companies of this City enjoy by 
Virtue of their reſpective Charters : At leaft, that 
they had as much under Chriſtian Kings, as they en- 
Joyed under H{athen Emperors. Every Thing, that 
is venerable and ſacred, is implyed in the Office and 
Character of a Biſhop ; their Education, Courſe of 
Studies arid Employment, ſhould make them better 
Judges of the Merit and Qualifications of Clergymen; 
than Lay-Patrons ean generally be ſuppoſed to be. 
Which gives us the higheft Security, that the Power of 
electing proper Perſons to fupply the ſeveral Vacancies 
in their own Epiſcopal Colleges, and providing for the 
Neceſſities of the Church upon all emergent Occaſions, 
can never be depoſited in fafer Hands than their own: 
You cannot but remember, when I juſt mentioned this 
in the Company, Sir Harry loft all Patience, and af- 
firmed they made as many unworthy Promotions as any 
Layman of them all. He declared upon his own 
Knowledge, that one of them had preferred three ſuch 
good-for-nothing Fellows in one Neighbourhood, that 
a Man of Probity and Character would be aſhamed to 
be ſeen in their Company. If the Fact be ttue, for 
which we have no other Evidence, but the Word and 
Honour of a very angry Man; this is a ſtrong Argus 
ment on my Side of the Queſtion, and charges the 
whole Guilt imputed to the Biſhop upon thoſe, wha 

referred ſuch an unworthy Perſon to the Epiſcopal 
Dignity : Had the filling that vacant See been left to the 
reſt of the Comprovincials, according to the moſt pri- 
mitive Uſage, I dare ſay, they would have ſhewn 4 


e pretend to 
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| able Relaxation of Church-Diſciplins; cannot fail” 40 
of their Order condemn and lament, but can 


Dei. What ſhould hinder the reſtoring the 


| (#13. 
much regard to the Good of the Church, the Intereſt 
of Religion, the Dignity of their Office, and the Cre- 
dit of their Order, ac to provide a more ; Peru 


ſon than (it ſeems by this Account) hath been provided 


for them. | 
But the greateſt Part of the parochial Cures are in 
the Gift of the two Univerſities, the Nobility and Gen- 
try of the Kingdom. The Univerſities are under ſuch Re- 
gulations, that they have been ſeldomor never known to 
prefer an unworthy Perſon, and it is a foul Reproach up- 
on the Nobility and Gentry of England to fuppoſe 
them ſo deſtitute of Honour and Conſcience, as to a- 


buſe ſo ſacred a Truſt; as is that of Eccleſiaſtical Pa- 


tronage, by preferring ſuch Numbers of unworthy 


.Clergymen as the Enemies of their Order would ſeem 


to infinuate. From whence we humbly preſume, that 
the Charge is falſe, and cannot be ſupported : not that 
ſay, there is no Ground at all for the 
Accuſation; in ſuch a numerous Body as the Cler 

of England, there ate, no doubt, too many irregu- 


| 3 1 Oumgg and ing the pre- 


ſent State of T hings, it is morally impoſlible it ſhould 
be otherwiſe. The many indire& Influences to which 
they ſtand expoſed ; the poor Endowments of too 
parochial Cures, and the preſent, general, and unavoi, 


produce ſeveral Irregularities, which: the wiſeſt and beſt 


neither 

prevent nor cure. 2 27 1 | 
Well! (fay you) what then muſt be done? Good- 
faith (my Friend) you ask me a very hard Queſtion ; I 


cannot tell what mu? be done. But I can tell what 


may be dene; and what perhaps in Conſcience and good 
Policy ought to be done.-----Groe unto Cæſar the Things, 


which are Czſar's ; unto GOD, the Things . which ave 


GOD's. Date Cæſari, que Ceſaris funt ; Deo, — 


ment and Diſcipline of the Church to its primitive In- 


ſtitution? What poſſible Danger can there be in re- 
ſtoring to the Epiſcopal College, who are the Gover- 
nors and Repreſentatives of the Church, thoſe original. 
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inherent Rights and Immunities, which ate eſſential to 
her as a Society and which every incorporate Body of 


Men claim as eſſential to their very Being, and abſo 


lutely neceſſary for their Preſervation. I mean the 
Power of electing their own Governors, and enacting Laws ' 
for the better Government of its Members; fo that 


they be not inconſiſtent with the Laws of the Land. 1 
am ſanguine enough to imagine, that the State would 
find their Account in it, upon a political View, 28 
well as the Church, if there were no other Reaſon to 
ꝓerſuade or hope for ſuch a Change. On which Ac- 


count, I have often wonder'd, that ſo many learnetl 


and religious Prelates, who have fo near Acceſs to the 
Throne, have ſo long neglected to repreſent this Gries 


vance, in the moſt dutiful and affecting Manner, to 


thoſe, who have it in: their Power to redreſs it, and 


ho cannot be ſuppoſed: to want Inclination to do what 
Religion, Juſtice, Policy, and Intereſt recommend to 


their Attention and ane fon : 
In order to ſet this in a clearer Light, let us 
Jook hack to the — Inſtitution of the Church, as 
a Society entirely diſtinct from the civil Government, 
and in the Exereiſe of its ſpiritual Powers wholly in- 
dependent upon it. In the Beginning of this Letter T 


propoſed to take no Notice of tlie Pretenſions of the 


Clergy to a Divine Eftabliſhment, antecedent to any 
human Charters or Conſtitutions. But as it is beyond 
diſpute, that the Church hath been from the Beginning 
in Poſſeſſion of ſuch a Claim, which profeſs them- 
ſelves ready to make good aꝑainſt all Oppoſeis; ſo it 


is amply recognized by the Law of tlie Land; of which | 


our Liturgy, Canons, and Book of Homilies are a Part 


in which the independent Power of the Church (in 


Matters purely ſpiritual) is fully and plainly acknow- 
ledged. It will be neceſſary to look back to that ori- 
ginal Charter, by which theſe divine and ſpiritual 
— have been conveyed to them. -I ſee you be- 
gin to look arch upon my ſerious Apology for ſpiritual 
Power; but conſider I ſpeak the Language of my Cli- 


.ents, as any -unbelieving Council would do, if he were 
retained by a good Fee to plead on this Side of the 


Queſt ion. 
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Ceaſed not to exerciſe the Authority committed to them 


( 50) - MY 
AM/teries of Chrift, And declares that both ke ad 
they were (i) Amba 5 intimating that 
they had received a full and ample Commiſſion injnjedi« 
ately from the Fountain of all Power, Jeſus Chrift him- 
f, in the ſame Extent and to the ſame Purpoſes that 
himſelf had received it from the Father. This di- 
vine Commiſſion, by which, they repreſented. the Per- 
ſon of their Mafter, intitled them to a great Degree of 
Reſpect and Obedience from their-ſpiritual Subjects and 
Inferiors. On which Account the Apoſtle to the 
Hebrews commands them (A) to obey them, that had thr 
Rule over them, and ſubmit- themſaluss. And that the 
Obedience required in this Place is not meant to tem: 
but ſpiritual Governors, is evident. from the&fol- 
wing Words: (I) For the watab fer your: Sauls ug, 
that mu/t grye Account. By virtue oſ this divine Cam- 
miſſion, they collected, ſettled, and governed the ſeye · 
ny Churches, which, by their. Preaching and Miracles, 
| 92 had n . —5 — — 

FVears together, vigorouſly and glori | ed, 
| Apoſtolical Authority, where the Civil Government 
was ſo far from lending the leaſt. Aſſiſtance: or Protec 
tion, that they imployed all their Rage and Power to 
perſecute and ſuppreſs it. And, although they were 
8 obedient in Civil Matters to the Tempo 
'owers, to whom they preached up Obedience in- al 
Things lawful, under the Penalty of Damnation 1 et 
when they were oppoſed by the Rulers in the Execution 
of their Office, and forbid to preach the Goſpel «to the 
People, they, did by no means think. themſelves bound 
to obey, becauſe they wiſely judged (n it to bei mor 
right to hearken to Cod, rather ihun io Man. Thereſafe, 
notwithſtanding all the Oppoſition they met with and 


all the Perſecution they ſuffered from the Tempanb 


Powers, in the Execution of their Commiſſion 3 tley 


by Chriſt, and to fulfil the Will of him, that ſtnt 
them. They preached the Goſpel, they gathered and 
i ſettled Churches among the People, whom by their 


i 2 . k * 8 1 2 — 1 
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(i) a Cor, v. 26. (4) Neb. xiii. 17. ( Acts Iv. 19. 2 , 
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had converted, rforming all the Du- 
= mean ions of Ecclefi ical -A And 
God himſelf teſtified his Approbation of their Proceed- 
ings in this Affair, by the — erful Gifts and Graces 
he beſtowed upon them, and the miraculous Works he 
enabled them to perſorm. The Church therefore, and 
the Governors of it, depend immediately upon Chriſt, 
b l their Power and Authority * him only. 
IRST BISHOP in the Chriſtian Church | 
was JESUS CHRIST himſelf: called therefore 
8 to the Shepherd and BISHOP of our Souls, 
Apoſtles were his Preſbyters, his ſeventy 
Diſciples were as it were his = Whilſt he lived 
upon Earth, he governed his Church in his Perſon ; ; 
his Apoſtles had Authority to preach and baptize, and 
to pronounce Remiſſion of Sins, which is the Prieſt's 
Office now; yet could they not perform that Office, | 
peculiarly Epiſcopal, Ns giving others a Commiſſion to 
act with Authority in the Government and Direction 
of the Church, al "when Chriſt was riſen from the 
Dead, and ready to aſcend into Heaven, then he en- 
larged the Apoſtolical Power, and gave them Authority 
to collect and ſettle Churches; and give Commiſſion. - 
to others, as he himſelf had giyen to * (n) As 
Father hath ſent me, even ſo ſend I you. (0) l when 
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cles, 
adtei 
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pes lad ſaid this, he breathed on them, and ſaid, Receive ye the 
ution Holy Ghoſt. Signifying to them, by this Emblem of 
0 the breathing on them, that they d in a ſhort Time 
ound be (o) baptized with the Hyly Ghoſt, and be endued with 
mum Pouer from above, after that the 5 Gheſt was come 
efare, them, And therefore, when they had received the Holy 
and Ghoſt upon the Day of Pentecoſt, they began to colle& 
pant and ſettle 1 the Church, and govern it by thofe Rules, 
they wich they had recalved from their Mafter and F cunder. 
them poſtles had hereby an additional Power to- their 
ſent 15 Commition Their Maſter had ſent them out tq 
d and E and to baptize in his own Liſe- time; but now 
theif ſends them, even as he himſelf had been ſent by the 
WH Father, 'Tt is certain, they could not be feat a as Medi- 
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. there is but aw 
Mediator between; God and Man, i an Crit Te 
This new Commiſſion therefare muſt he underfifoed on- 
wor the 8 of Government, Turiſdition, ” 
W in che Church, which Chriſt himſelf had te- 
of the Father; and of . ordaini 10 8 to 

1 on. 
Whilſt Chriſt continued with them in the Fl the 
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ſent Maſter, themſelves alſo communicated 0 9 
thets, that Epiſcopal Authority, which the way bet 
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who was then about to be taken 
neceffarity be underſtood of. hy 
ang Protection over rob 


" Pardqn me, 1 ſee you & pou begin to pang at oY 2 
g of Spiritual Power and Eccleſiaſtical Authari 
3 but we 15 help it, it is neceffary tg clear the 
oundation of our Cla m, which. can no 


done than appealing to our Charter; which howe 
Per. it has been difputed, and ridiculed by the, Ege: 
mies of the Clergy, ff ſubſiſts without ; Core: 


en or Mutilation ;. it is in every Body's Hands, a 
good Fortune hath from time to time ber achpow 
as an 9 Record by 7 Laws af the Land, 
— * a 3 tory to an unconceti- 
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: dees dr. en. The. Examination of Charters 
and old Records hath nothing very entertaining to a Man 
of a lively Faney and 2 like your own, 
but it gives noble and rational Pleaſure to the 1 
as well as to the Qient, when they f bad Shore any Thing 
that may determine a Diſpute, by ſecuring a ight or 
2 poſſeflon, loſt A 
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ve, hor. lors 5 
Commiſpon, Senne nee i or World, not kmited - 
4 — parts hr of oy but extended even to 
yd. World and the Intereſts of Eternity, entirely 
diſtinct from every branch of civil and temporal Autho- 
rity, and independent of it ——-Miſtake me not, I 
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of be Chuck emer Giri. Chriſt himſelf 8 
never exerciſe any tei Authority, neither fl 
any ſuch to tis s or their — 

Power which he himſelf ererciſed upon Earth, —— at 
be Anon ions les and their 
Suceeſſors, was ſuch a Power as the Civil Na | 
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never had, and which could make no Encroachment on 
the temporal Prerogative. The | 
tends only to the Bodies and Goods of the Subj but 

the ſpiritual affects neither of theſe, but the only. 


temporal Power ex · 


The Power then of the Church and the State are enti 


iy different from each other upon all Accounts: The 


rſt is purely fpiritual, and exerciſed only in ſpiritual 


Matters, which are no part of the Civil Magiftrate's 


Office, ſuch as preaching the Word of God, admini; 
ſtring the Sacraments to ſuch as are worthy, and ſuf” 
ding and depriving of Communion the. obſtinately 


impenitent, abſolving — Sinners, and „ N 


proper Perſons for the tion of thoſe ſpiritual Ad 


o 


of Juriſdiction. But the Civil Magiftrate acts in a quite 


different Sphere, and in a quite different Manner. He 
uſes the Sword, and puniſhes the Breach of temparal 
Laws with temporal Penalties, ſuch as Fines, Confif- 
cations, Impriſonment, Baniſhment and Death. He 


may juſtly punjſh even penitent Sinners, whom the 
4 their true Repentance has abſolved from 


Church upon 
ſpiritual Cenſureg; and he may remit the temporal Pu; 
niſhments due to impenitent ders, whi ws 
under the juſt Cenſure of their ſpiritual Superiors. The 
civil as well as ſpiritual Superiors may puniſh for the 


fame Offences, but not in the ſame way: The former 


inflict temporal Puniſhments, the other ſpiritual : Tha 
former have the Power of the Sword, the latter of the 
Keys. In a word, theſe two Powers are co-ordinate, 
perfectly diſtin, and may very well ſubſiſt the one with- 
out the other. There have been in all Ages States and 


Kingdoms wiſely governed, where there was no ſpiri- 


rual Power, not Society at all; and it is well. known, 
that the Chriſtian Church for full three hundred Years 
together ſtood and proſpered, in the full Exerciſe of het 
whole Eccleſiaſtical Authority, under the moſt violent 
Oppoſition, and cruel Perſecutions from the civil Power: 
But you will fay, perhaps, this is an indirect way of 
denying or queſtioning. the King's Supremacy, which 
both the Scriptures and the Laws of the Land have d 
clared, and which all Eccleſiaſtical] Perſons are bound 
folemnly to recognize, and acknowledge him to be m 
all Cauſes, and over all Perſons as well E * 7 
J. 
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manded of him, as well as the reſt of his 
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Civil, in all his Dominians and Countries, fapreme. 


By no means. We confeſs and: acknowledge that all 
Perſons of what Rank or Condition, State or Quality 
ſoever, are ſubject to the Government, 
under which they live, and that the Clergy owe the 
fame Allegiance to the ſupreme Power, under _— 
Protection they . live, as the Laity do. The A | 
Command is and abſolute, (a) Let every d "be | 
ſubject to the higher Powers, without any or 
Limitation. Nor does this — upon the we 
ligion of the Prince; for this Precept was given, when 
the chief Magiſtrate was a Heathen and a Perſecutor. 
Nero and Dioclſian were as much entitled to it, as Con- 
flantine or Theadofius. Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, whilſt on 
Earth, acknowledged, and ſubmitted to the Ronan 
Governor of Fudea, and paid Tribute, (5) when de- 


When he ſtood before Pontius Pilate, he did not Setter 
to the Juriſdiction of the Court, nor the Authority of 
the Governor, but confeſſed it, and that he had 
r-ceived it from God (c. His Apoſtles and all his faithful 
Servants followed his Example in this particular. Paul 
when he ſtood before Fe/tus, to atifornr the ſeveral Ar- 
ticles exhibited againſt him by the Jews, declares (d) l 
ſtud before Cæſar's Judgment — Yooy where he ought to l 
Judged: z and therefore 8 
the Fetus, neither ag 
— ſar, had he eee 5 7 


e withs: 7 
out exception to be ſubject civil —＋ th 
Thus the Faculty of Parts, Anno 166 


all Subjects owed ſuch Allegiance: to their King, — 5 
no Power upon Earth could upon any Pretence what- 
ſoever abſolve them from it. And — of the Miſ- 
ſionaries in this Kingdom have made the like Declara- 
tions, and would nat recant, although. they have been 
cenſured and excommunicated b Pope for ſo do- 
ng, 20 is evident from the — — | 

den 
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Sxv ing therefore a _ temporal Prince 
it plainly appears, that wrch as a purely 


tirely indepemdł it | | 
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8 Tor the good of the 
üpon all Emergencies, to 


faithful cers, and enforce by proper. Penalties, the 
Obedience and Bubjrlifion of GI"the he Miemibers of the 
Society. | Theſe have been in — — ges declared to be 
the inherent- Original I of the Church, which can- 
= without T nor without Sa- 
e- invaded; and Tar aj. uniform Practice 
Church, appears from every Part of its Hiſtory. 
fi the Well-being df every Society depends chiefly upon 
its Directors and Governors, becauſe they have the 
greateſt Power to do good or hurt; therefore where the 
choice of the Governors of one Soci is in the Hands 
of another Society (as if the Church make Laws 
and chuſe Miniftors for. the State in Temporal Matters, | 
or the State vice verſa for the Church! in Matters purely 
Spiritual) then is that Society entirely ſubject to the 
other. And whereas no Society can ſubſiſt without 
meeting and conſulting about their Affairs, and giving 
proper Orders, as Oceaſion Ihall require; if one docis- 
ty cannot meet to eonſider of their own proper Affairs, 
nor enatt Laws, nor give Directions for the better Re- 
tion and Improvement of the Society, without the 
ve and Authority of another Society; then is: the 
former in a Manner diſſolved, and its: deſtroy- 
ed, becauſe it ſubſiſts precatiouſl 2s to the Exerciſe of 
any Power upon the mere Will and Pleaſure of ano- 
ther. This is a Degree of Subjection, to which the 
Reman Governors did never reduce the Church of the 
Jews: For their High Priefts and Elders, their Sanhe- 
tim or Great Council met, whenever they pleaſed, as 
we frequently find in the Goſpels and Akts of the 
Apoſtles. And ſo we find the Chriſtian Chureh always 
did, even whilſt ſhe was under a State of x 
and Perſecution. They conftantly met together, 
Occaſion required, to elect Governors and make 
tor the better Government of the Society, without = 
legal or regular Inte ion or Reſtraint from the 
-Civil Powers. I- ſay-Legal or Ragular, becauſe, Al- 
though perhaps t might be interrupted and hindered 
ſometimes by the Tyranny E Violence of their 1 
| Poral 
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poral Superiors, that was no more than the moſh 1 
regular and legal Convention may ſuffer from the Vio- y 
lence and Oppreffion of a powerful Enemy, or tyranni- 0 
„„ 57 ts: 4,1 ( 
Leͤt us firſt conſider the original State and Inſtitution t 
of Epiſcopacy, and the conſtant Methods of ſupplying 0 
their . De firſt Biſhop, as I obſerved before, 2 
was JESUS CHRIST himſelf: The chief Shep- C 
herd and BISH OP of Souls, who. at his Aſcenſion P 
into Heaven delegated to his Apoſtles the whole Pow- m 
er, that himſelf had received from his Father. When A 
the Apoſtles had for ſome Time exerciſed this Epiſcopal th 
Authority by themſelves, becauſe the Number of the in 
Faithful daily increaſed, and they themſelves could not | 
live always, that the Church might not want proper ce! 
Governors, . inveſted with the ſame Authority, to ſup- tai 
ply their Places, they ordained others by virtue of thei b 
divine Commiſſion, and ſet them over particular 10 
Churches, that they might ordain Preſbyters, and ge- by 
vern their reſpective Flocks, committed to their Charge, of 
For, as the Apoſtolical Commiſſion extended to al ren 
Parts of the World, being authorized (a) to teach, (o the 
make Diſciples of) all Nations (b); To go into all % Pro 
World, and preach the Goſpel to every Creature So it was the! 
impoſlible it ſhould: be long fixed or confined to any the 
one particular Place, and therefore it was neceſlary, vin 
that Paſtors and Teachers ſhould be ſettled in every thei 
Congregation of Believers, who might continue to ih cou 
ſtruct and teach them, to offer up Prayers for them in perſ 
the publick Aſſemblies, adminiſter the Holy Sacraments, ſom 
and perform all other ſacerdotal Offices among them: each 
Hereupon (c) They ordained them Elders in every Church; ry, : 
that is, a Biſhop, with a competent Number of Pres of t. 
byters and Deacons to aſſiſt him. It hath been a Di- then 
pute among the Learned, Whether the Apoſtles them- * 
ſelves conſtituted any Archbiſhops or Metropolitan. traor 
Dr. Hammomd(d) ſuppoſes Timothy and Titus to be fuch(e). Was { 
Peter de Marca, the late learned Archbiſhop of Pars, Gifts 
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| declares himſelf of the ſame Opinion, as doth our late 


* D 8 — — * * _—_— 
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| (a) Matt. Xxviii. 19. (b) Mark xvi. 15, (c) Acts xvi. 23. (4) Au- 
net. Acts 11, (e De concordia Sace rd. & Imp. Lib. 6. tn 
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. Biſhop, Beveridge Whether their Inſtitution 
Apoſtolical oct however certain that it is 
o*. of voy tiquity. And the Nature of their 
Ne under other Names frequently men- 
fn in the Ads, 3 Canons the moſt ancient 
Councils; 7 are the Names — — and grins ſedis 
Epiſcops.....' Thus it is N in the 34th Apoſtolical 
Canon, That the Biſhop {hall do nothing 2 the 
Primate, except in their own Dioceſes, nor the Pri: 
mate N  Biſhaps,, This was directly the 
Archiepiſcopal or Metropolitical Authority ty, although 
the Names of Metropolitan and Archbiſhop were not 
introduced } into the : Church, till the fourth PETE” 
For the better enfernt of this, it will 2 ne- 
lh to, 3 ail that the Empire, which con- 
almoſt all the ænown Part of Chriſtendom, was 
by Aya Cher Cafar - divided into Provinces, which was 
' 0110 a little. altered, by ed I. and: 8 
y Conjantime, out an in the Nature 
of CO ee oe 4 of — Preſident was 
removed from one ity to.another, and the Extent of 
* Province eplarged: or diminiſhed. In each of theſe 
Provinces was one Gity called the Metropolis or Me- 
ther City, where was uſually the greateſt Reſort, and 
the ordinary. —— of the —.— of the Pro- 


1 he Apoſtles, who by their Commiſſion from 


their Maſter were obliged to proſelyte all Nations, 
could not ſtay Jong in any one Place; but having diſ- 
perſed themſelves into the ſeveral Provinces, and made 
lome Numbers af Conyerts, they fixed a, Biſhop in 
each of the principal Cities, where they ſaw it neceſſa- 
. and gave theſe Biſhops Commiſſion, as other Cities 
of the Province ſhould * converted, to fix Biſhops in 
them alſo, . 


The A poſtles being very careful to fix the moſt ex- 
traordinary —— ty in. the Metropolitan Cities, where 
was the = Occaſion for Men of the moſt eminent 
Gifts and Abilities ;. this. cauſed the other Biſhops of 
the P Provinces to make: their Application to them for 
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Governors of the Church, that each of them in thely 
ſingle Perſons are expreſsly ſpecified and directed in the 
Charge and Execution of it. 1 the firſt it is 
expreſſed, Commit THOU, Sc. In the 
— thut THOU ordain — &c. . I hid 
appointed THEE, * x e 
And as in the nature of things it was apparently ms. 
ceſſary, that the Church, as a Society diſtinct from the 
State, ſhould have a Power of eledting its own Gover. 
nors, which was inconteſtably the original Practice a 
the primitive Church; ſo it was equally neceſſary, that 
ſhe ſhould have a Power of convening theſe Governors 
upon any Emergeney, for the more regular and cone. 
nient Exerciſe of her ſpiritual Authority, ſuch: as the 
Election of Biſhops, the determining C es, cen 
ſuring Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, enacting — for 
the better Preſervation of and Uni 
and the puniſhing obſtinate and incorrigible Sinners 
And this, as appears from Hiſtory, was the conſtant 
Practice of the Catholick Church from the beginning. 
It cannot be imagined, that they would apply to the 
Heathen Governors for Leave to aſſemble upon proper 
Occaſions to conſult: and provide for the Neceſſities of 
the Church, and the Maintenance of a — 

which they hated and perſecuted, and would for that 
Reaſon certainly have refuſed to comply- with an Rev 
ꝗueſt or Petition of that Kind. But when the 
rois became Chriſtian, it cannot be doubted, but that 
they promoted and encouraged upon all Occaſions the 
Biſhops meeting together in — and protected 
and aſſiſted them with the Civil Power, in — Diſ⸗ 
charge of every Branch of their Epiſcopal ee nor 

do I believe it can ever be made appear, that th 

any Time attempted to forbid. or prevent their 

ing, whenever they thought fit to aſſemble — 
For, as they were always ready to convene them — 
| — Councils, upon any notable — 
| neither did nor could prevent the calling Provinci- 
. which by the goth — Canon were 
8 —_— to be held regularly twice every Year, viz; 
che firſt on the 4th Week after Ea/ter, and the ſecond 
In n the 12th Day of Ober, to determine al Doarins 
| 0 
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of Religion among themſelves, and to put an end to 
all Eccleſiaſtical Controverſies, that may happen. This 
was afterwards confirmed and inforced by the fifth Ca- 
non of the Council of Nice, and the twentieth Canon 
of the Council of Antioch, with this Addition, That 
the Metropolitan ſhould ſummon. the. other Biſhops, 
and that without a Metropolitan no Synod ſhould be 
holden, | | 
This appears to have been the conſtant and uniform 
Practice of the primitive Church in their Election of 
Biſhops, and convening of Synods without any Inter- 
ruption or Interpoſition of the ſecular Powers, The 
firſt Attempt, that we read of to ſubvert this original 
and natural Exerciſe of Eccleſiaſtical Power, was made 
by the Donatiſts, who appealed to the Emperor Conſtan- 
tine in an Eccleſiaftical Cauſe, to decide a Diſpute they 
had raiſed concerning the Election of Cæœcilian into the 
See of Carthage. But this Godly Emperor, in a Letter 
to the Biſhops of the Council of Arles (which is extant 
inter Geſta purgationis Cœcilianii & Falicis in fine Optati, 
Edit. Paris) refuſed to accept their Appeal, as not be- 


longing to him, and owned, that the Biſhops were the on- 


ly proper Judges of their own Order; for that he himſelf 
was 75 45 them. He ſays it — the work 1 
Devil, and an outragious daring Fury in theſe Donatiſts, 
whom therefore he calls * Proditors, to refuſe to ſubmit 
to the Judgment of their Biſhops, which he calls the Hea- 
venly Judgment, and ſays the Contempt of it is an Inſult 
offered to God himſelf, He ſays, It is as cliar as the 
Sun at Noon-day, that God had ordained his Church only to 
Judge in ſuch Caſes, and refuſed to be joined in Commiſ- 
ſion with them, as if he had any part in it. hat 
Madneſs (ſays he) poſſeſſes them, that with incredible Arro- 
gance, they think, they may do that, which cannat lawfully 
be either ſpoken or heard, and departmg from - the rightful 
Judgment, which God hath ordained, they require my Fudg- 
ment together with that of the Church! What malignant 
Violence poſſeſſes them! often have they been juſtly re- 
proved by my ſelf for thoſe wicked Additions to God's Word 
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The late Biſhop Berge who was never ſuſpecded of 
Partiality to his own Epiſcopal Order, tells us in his 
Hiſtory of the Regale, Ty 30. That Con/lantine did ab- 
— renounce the Power of electing Biſhops, of 
which he produces feveral Inſtances; that, writing to 

the Biſhops affembled at Antioch for the Election of a 
Biſhop, he leaves the Choice entirely to them, defiring 
— that the Election may be m r to the \ 
Rule of — Church, and the Tradition of the Apoſtles - 
p. 31. He takes notice of Conſtantius depriving S \ 
thodox Biſho Ng and putting Arian in theis zooms 'by | 
his own Authority, and he quotes an Epiſtle of -- if 
writing to theſe -Biſhops ; O ye Biſhops, I pray 0 
bat 928 did the Apoſtles make 1 « of ® did they — 
their Dignity from the Baker ? But then he tells us after- 
wards, that this Precedent was not univerſally followed, 
Tho' ſome furious Emperors puſh'd hard, after the Ex- 
ample of Con 2 to enlarge their Prerogative, yet 
others refuſe He tells us, p. 37, 38. n he De \ 


peror — about the Year 347, upon the Death N 
of Alexentius Biſhop of Milan, who was an Arian, call : I | 
| 
/ 


ed the Biſhops together, and defired them t uſe 2 


4 as might bath by bis Lis and Dodtrine 

pho to gt 4 te Empire [cl Pri fub- 

as t ully 

2 57 If to him. This of the — * 4 7 

lated by Theodoret, Lib. Cap. 6. 7. 1 
markable, that I cannot help giving it — entire in his | 
own Words, Having convened the he addrefs'd. 7 
himſelf to them in theſe Words, *You, who have been bred | 
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+}. Bualifications are required in a good Biſhop, that he ought 4 

PA 7 = the People committed to 7 Cha: not only by by 

/ Preaching, but by his Life and Converſation, that he ought 

| 

| 


and the Sanctity of his Life as the trueſt Proof of the Sound. 
neſs of bis Doctrine. See therefore that ye place ſuch a Man 
in the Fas Chair, that we, who have the ſupreme tems 
poral Authority, may ſincerely and heartily obey him, and re- 
| cerve his * as a wholeſome Remedy for thoſe Fault, 
are which t 
2 fall 


fo propoſe his own Example as the 2 Fre all Virtues, 


* 


ough human Frailty we ſhall ſametimes unawid- 
he 


e Biſhop after this proceeds to give ſeveral In- 
ſtances, of Emperors, Kings, and Princes, who purely 
out of Conſcience renounced all Pretenſions to Ecclet- 
aſtical Power, although conveyed down to them with 
the Temporal from their Anceſtors, He tells us, p. 93. 
That the Emperor Fohn Comnenus about the Year of 
Chriſt 1130, condemned the Exerciſe of the Civil 
Power in the Election of Biſhops, and mentions a ſe 
vere Law, which Manuel Comnenus made againſt it, i 
which he calls it a wicked Cuſtom. Again, p. 97, 90. 
a later Inſtance is given in the 14th Century of 7 
Catacuzenus the Emperor, and Part of the Speech i 
ſet down, which he made to the Biſhops, who wen 
met for the Election of a Patriarch. He told then 
they ought to follow the Steps of the Apoſtles and Fx 
thers, who being met together invocated the Hoh 
Ghoft, and implored the Grace of God to direct then 
in the Choice of one, that ſhould govern the Churd 
according to his Will. He acknowledged, that in E. 
Fections great Errors had been committed, which Me 
were apt to excuſe as they did all their other Sins, that 
were dear to them; for it was certainly a mocking 
God, firſt to reſolve, who ſhall be Patriarch, and then 
to meet, and hypocritically pray for the Divine Direc: 
tion and Aſſiſtance. This he confeſſed he had dope 
himſelf, and he did not doubt, but his Predeceſſors had 
done the ſame; wherefore he ingenuouſly confeſſed hi 
Sin, and declared, that he would never be guilty of it 
more. Then in France he tells us, p. 190, 191. that 
when Pope Lucius the ſecond, to court the Fayour 0 
Lewis the ſeventh about the Year' 1148, ſent . 
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(67) ä N 
Bull with a Privilege, that in all his Cathedrals he ſbquld { = 


diſpoſe of the firſt Vacancy, and enjoy the mean Profits ; he 


burnt the Bull, and ſaid he would rather burn 10,000 
ſuch Grants, than have his Soul tormented in Hell-fire., And 
5. 209. he tells us, that Alphonſus, Count de Toulouſe, 
did about the Year 11 30, not only renounce, but con- 
demn the Exerciſe of Temporal Power in Eccleſiaſtical 
Caſes, which his Predeceſſors had enjoined in his Do- 
minions, and calls it that moſt wicked Cuftom of his An- 
wftors; by which they ſeized violently on the Goods 
of the deceaſed Biſhops. One Branch of the _ 
Power was the Preſentation to Biſhopricks and other 
Church Dignities. The other was the ſeizing the Re- 


to keep them long vacant. And both theſe Branches 


of Power were condemned and given up by. theſe and | 


ſeveral other religious Princes, as an Uſurpation upon 
the Kingdom of Chriſt, although ſome of their Sue- 
ceſſors took it up afterwards, as they were otherwiſe 
I hope it pretty plainly appears, what Sort and De- 
gree of aa — — —— inveſted with, 
conſidered as a Spiritual Society diſtin from the Civil: 
And what the uniform Practice of the ancient Church 
was in theſe two great Branches of Power in every So- 
ciety, that of electing their own Governors, and enac- 
ting and executing their own Laws, for the better Di- 
reftion and Security of the Whole, and anſwering the 
ſeveral important Ends of their Inſtitution. And that 
the Brityh Church was formed by the ſame Model, as 
a Member of the ſame Catholick Church, that ſhe en- 
joyed the ſame Privileges, and exerciſed the ſame Au- 
thority, cannot (we preſume) be denied or diſputed, 
That ſhe was firſt founded by St. Paul himſelf, the lear- 
ned Biſhop Stillingfleet (a) thinks highly probable. And 


ſhe was acknowledged and recognized by Tertullian (b) 


and (e) Origen, And at the Council of Arles, Ams 
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venues during the Vacancy, and this was a Temptation 
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1 we find three Brit/h Biſhops ſubſcribing it, 


— 


borius Biſhop of York, Reſtitutus Biſhop of Lenden, 


—— 


(e) Antig, Brit, chap. 1. 4) Contra Jodwes, c. 7: 
id WE Mes n 
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* (68) 

and Adeiphius ae Covitate Colmiæ Londinmfium | but whit 
Place that was the Learned are not agreed, But it 
ſeems as if there were at that Time three Provinces in 
Briain, every one of which ſent a Biſhop to this Coun- 
e; fo chat upon the Whole, one would imagine, that 
there had been an uninterrupted Succeſſion of Biſhops 
in the. Britiſh Church from the Apoſtolical Times. A 
it was certain they fat in the Council of Arles, ſo it i 
more than probable they ſat alſo in the Council of Nie, 
wpon many Confiderations collected by the above-menti- 
oned learned Writer (d); from whence we may be ſuf- 
ficiently enabled to judge, what was the Senſe and 
Practice of the Brit; Church at that Time, concern» 
ing their ſpiritual Privileges and Immunities. The B- 
ſhops there aſſembled made twenty Canons for the Go- 
vernment and Diſcipline of the Church, in which they 
_ partly reinforced the Canons of the Council of Aris, 

and added fore new ones, in which were 
ſettled the two grand Points of eccleſiaſtical Polity, 1, 
The Election and Conſecration of Biſhops. And 1 
The calling Provincial $ynods. The former is expreſs 
| 1 jen tp _ e 

quoted, That a Biſhop ought to be conflituted by 

ſhops e N this Canon the 
Government of the Church was now ſettled undet the 
Protection, and with the Approbation of; the Em- 
peror Conflantine, The only Difficulty lies in this fir 
Clauſe, What is meant by the Biſhops of the Previa 
conſtituting a new Biſhop 3 whether the Right of Elec- 
tion is hereby devolved upon them, or only the Right 
of Conſecration upon the Election of the Prince, ot 
People, or both. Which is therefore fit to be en- 
_ into becauſe the ancient Practice of the Britif 

hurch may be fully known, which we may juſt 
preſurne was agreeable to the Nicene Canon, whi 
themſelves, had ſigned as binding to themſelves and 
their Principals. And becauſe the Signification of the 
Greek Word is ambiguous, we muſt ſee what * 
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bn Writers put upon it. Balſamm prets 
nab;caoda: by * which ſignifies to chooſe by +7 
Suffrage or Ballot; and he plainly affirms, that by _ _ **-_ 
this n the Right of Election is taken from the 2 
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People, and given to the Biſhops of the Province. 
Zanaras and Blaſtares are of the ſame Opinion. It eaan- 
not be denied, that the People had the Privilege of 
propoſing and recommending Perſons to be choſen, and 
of offering their Exceptions againſt any Perſons, whom 
on canonical Grounds they judged to be undeſerving 3 
but all this was ultimately referred, to the Biſhops and 
Metropolitan, who were to judge of the Merits of the 
Perſons, and to ele, or refuſe accordingly. If their 
Exceptions were juſt and well proved, the Biſhops, as 
Judges, were to proceed canonically againſt them, and 
then they went to a new Nomination; but ſtill the 
Judgment reſted in the Provincial Synod. 80 in the 
ſixteenth Canon of the Council of Antioch it is pro- 
vided, that, tho' all the People choſe one actually 2 
2 if he takes poſſeſſion of his See, wi 
2 Provincial Synod, the Metropolitan being pre- 
ſent, he is to be out, But in no Synodical AA 
or Canon doth it appear, that the Prince had any 
Right to elect or conſtitute a Biſhop by virtue of his 
own Royal Authority. The ſecond Branch of Ecclefi- 
aſtical Power, the calling Provincial Synods, was alſo 
fully ſettled in this Council, and the Apoſtolical Ca- 
non confirmed, viz, that Provincial Synods be hell 
twice a Lear, in Lent and Autumn. Which we may there- 
fore fairly conclude was the conſtant Practice of the Bri- 
%, as well as other Chriftian Churches, | 

And now I expect to be asked, if this were the origi- 
nal Inſtitution, confirmed by innumerable Canons, and 
the uniform Practice of the whole Chriſtian Church, 
how came it to be violated ? Who firſt dared to invade 
theſe inherent Privileges of this ſpiritual Society ? By 
what Artifice or Violence were they wreſted from 
them ? and by what Steps were thoſe Encroachments 
made, of which (you know I ſpeak for my Clients} 
they too juſtly complain Fair and ſoftly 2 | 
Sir, we are got among the Briars, which muſt be 
handled very gently, for fear of pricking our F 2 


CF 

The firſt Step towards it ſeems to have been an exeeſs 
ſive Complaiſance in the Governors of the Church to 
the firſt Chriſtian Emperors. The juſt Senſe they had 
of their happy.Deliverance from a State of Perſecuti- 
on, under which they had groaned for three hundred 
Years, naturally threw them into Tranſports of Grati- 
tude and Joy ; and as they found their great Deliverer 
and Protector moſt zealouſly attached to the Intereſts 
of Religion, and the Security and Honour of the Church, 
they thought they could never ſhew too much Regard 
for him, who had ſhewn ſo much for them, which 
is certainly right. Yet through the Weakneſs of hu- 
man Nature, the exceſſive Veneration, which the Bi- 
ſhops paid to their Heroick Patron and Religious De- 
fender, whom they ought rather to have conſidered 
only as an Inſtrument in the Hands of GOD for 
their Deliverance, ſeems to have made ſome Im- 
preſſions of Vanity upon his Mind, inſomuch that even 
before . he himſelf was a Catechumen, he took upon 
him to write to the Biſhops with an Air of Authority, 
and the Language of Inſtruction. Which 205 in 
his Life takes notice of: Even to my ſelf (ſays he) 
the Writer of this Hiſtory (a) he ſent a very learned Preach- 
ment. Upon which Paſſage Valhſius in his Annotati- 
ons (b) makes this Remark, this Emperor, thi 
not yet a Catechumen, wrote in a Language more becoming 
« Biſhop or Doctor of the Church, was certainly a 
Prince divinely enlightned, and commiſſioned by God for the 
Propagation of the Chriſtian Faith, to whom the Chriſtian 
Church " _ ern 2 to ay one 2 Per- 
on ſince the Days of the Apoſtles. But yet in Eccleſiaſtical 

Ale he took — him, than became — 
tho .a Prince; the Biſhops in a manner leaving every thing 
| = 


(5) In his omnibus [epiſtolis] Conſtantinus tametſi adhùe vix Catechu- 
menus, Doctorem agit. Fuit certè Conſtantinus, quod negari non poteſt, 
Vir Deo plenus & a Deo miſſus ad Chriſtiane fidei propagationem, cui uni 
poſt Apoſtolos plurimum debemus, Idem tamen in negotiis Ecclefiafticis, 
aliquanto plus fibi vindicavit, quam laico principi conyeniret : Epi cu- 
rata illi permittentibus, multumque fibi gratulantibus, quod |; 
num Imperatorem viderent. Valeſ.  Annot, de Vita Conſtantini, Lib 
3» C. 51. \ ; 
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tn his Direction, for Foy, that they were under the Protec: 
tion of a Chriſtian Emperor. And tho' it is very cer- 
tain that he employed all his Power for the Intereſt and: 
Security of the Church and Chriſtian Religion, as ap- 
pears particularly in his ſummoning the Council of Nice, 
in the providing all Neceſſaries for the convenient Car- 
riage and Maintenance of the ſeveral Biſhops, who 
were to attend it, and the conſtant and reverend At- 
tendance he himſelf paid during the whole Seſſion: 
Yet was this an unlucky Precedent for his Son and Suc- 
ceſſor Conſtantius, who expected the ſame Deference 
from the Biſhops to his Imperial Authority, which 
had on quite other grounds been paid to his Father. 
This Power he groſly abuſed, by calling ſeveral Synods 
of Arian Biſhops to deſtroy the Orthodox Faith, and ba- 
niſhing thoſe, who had the Courage to maintain and 
defend it. Their Succeſſors in the Empire took Care 
never to drop their Pretences to Eccleſiaſtical Autho- 
rity. Orthodox Princes, who had no other view but 
the protecting the Catholick Faith and its true Profeſ- 
ſors, and made no other uſe of their Power, were hard- 
ly thought to exceed the Bounds of their civil Autho- 
rity, ſo long as they never pretended to exerciſe, or 
claim any Authority purely ſpiritual: But when an In- 
fidel, an Heretick, or Apoſtate got into the Throne, 
they made uſe of the ſame Power to diſtreſs the Church, 
which the Orthodox and Religious had employed to 
1 and defend it. Vet in the heighth of their Ma- 
lignity, we believe it hard to produce an Inſtance of 
any Emperor, pretending to the ſole Nomination of a 
Biſhop by his own Authority, tho” they might influ- 
ence the Clergy or People in favour of their Crea- 
tures and Favourites, which occaſioned many Canons 
to be made to diſcourage, and prevent it. And what 
could they do more to ſhew the Senſe and Practice of 
the Church upon thoſe Occaſions ? Any other Oppo- 
ſition to the Will of an arbitrary Prince, unawed by 
Religion, would have been fruitleſs and dangerous, and 
indeed was morally impoſſible ; for without all doubt 
they got the vacant Sees filled with ſuch Creatures, as 
they knew to be entirely at their diſpoſal ; Men, that 
ſhould neyer murmur at the Hand, that raiſed them, 
nor 


(72) 0 
por offer to oppoſe the Will and Pleaſure of their 80 


vereign. Nothing therefore can be ed from the 
Silence and Co — Gentlemen 9 


mpliances of theſe obſequious 
this could be no Proof of the Senſe and and Practice 
the Church. So far from it, that, beſides the Rea» 
ſons from the Nature of the Thing, beſides the Eyi- 
dence of Hiſtory, and the Sentiments of particular Fa- 
thers in every Mm (a) there are ſeveral Canons upon 
Record, made even by general Councils as well as others, 
. that plainly and fully aſſert and confirm theſe Immu- 
nities of the Church, and her independent Authority 
in this Point: In many of which it is made Excom- 
pmunication and Deprivation to appeal from the Biſhop! tu 
the King or any ſecular Power in Eccleſiaſtical Caſe : 
Or for any Biſhop to be made, not only by the King's 
Command, but if he make uſe of the Intereſt or R. 
commendation of temporal Princes to obtain his Biſhop- 
_ rick by their means: And that all 1 
Presbyters or Deacons by the ſecular Mag 
be void. And the Method of their Elben is 12 240 
wiz, Of Presbyters and Deacons by the Biſhop, and 
the Biſhop by the Comprovincial Biſhops.” And that 
this was the Practice of the ancient Bring Church, 
is hardly to be doubted ; of which we have many -4 
markable Proofs in Sir Harry Spelman's Fhftery of 
Engliſh Councils. 
But that, which moſt of all contributed to the Sub- 
verſion of theſe original Rights and 1 Nr were 
the Papal Uſurpations, under the Mask of a 
Zeal for their Defence and Protection. The f 
which, by the Conſtitution of the weſtern Church, hi 
been affixed to the Roman See, for the better Corte 
2 and Management of Juriſdiction in the Epil. 
was by degrees improved into a Claim 
—_ — and unlimited Supremacy; and that too 
Jure divins over all his Collegues, over all the Biſhops 
of the Catholick Church. This was ſet up ig 


2 (13) | 
fixth Century by Jos Biſhop of Conflantinopie 


; who, 
when. the Seat of the Empire was tranſlated thithet, 
aſſumed the Title of Occumenical Biſhep, or Univerſal ' 
Patriarch, which was ſeverely con Gregory 
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the Great ; as may be ſeen at large i 
Epiftles (a). He calls it a new Doctri 
ver been heard at Rome, and an Authority, 
her Biſhops had pretended to claim; that it au. 
Doctrine of the againſt the Decrers of 
gainſt the Right of all other nd 
wi _ Things to the ſame 
ſons given _— 


f 


: 


A 


4 


| 


A 
5 


l 


the Metropolis of the Empire, 
therefore Applications were 
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— — copulatum, ut ſiquis ex 

& gregum Chriſti lacerate & vaſtare tentaverit, ſubveniant carteri,, & 
ores utiles & miſericordes. oven dominſeas in gregem colligant. 
{oh multi ſumus, unum tamen gregem paſei mus. 
p. 178. | 
of male » Chptits wan Ecclefia per totum mundum in multa membra 
viſa ; tem Epiſcopatus unus Epi cops m multorum concord n ν 
diffyfus, Ep. 55. P. 112, Ed. Oxon. Pi, 
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there were many and great Controverſies, yet no ſuch 
Appeal to the Biſhop of Rome is to be found in the Hi- 
Rory of thoſe Times: And as it would (if believed) be 
the moſt ſummary Way of deciding Controverſies, there 
is no doubt, but we ſhould have met with it upon many 
Occaſions, where ſuch Deciſions would have been 
neceſſary. However it came to paſs, the Biſhops of 


| did at laſt, by the moſt refined Policy, get them - 


ſelves to be acknowledged as univerſal Biſhops of the 
weſtern Church; but finding they could not . mains 
tain their Uſurpations over all the Biſhops in the World, 
which - claimed, without the Aſſiſtance of the 
temporal Powers, they were content. to divide the Spoil 
between them : they touſly wouchfafed to giy 
them the Nomination of ſome Biſhops, and the Di 

ſal of the Revenue of ſome Churches during the Va- 
cancies, and ſome Peculiars. exempt from the Juriſdic- 
tion of the Biſhops, that they might defend and main- 
tain the Papal Uſurpations oyer, the reſt ; both Sides 
erecting and enlarging their pretended Claims upon. the 
Ruins of primitive Epiſcopacy. To ſecure this Point 
more effectually, Grotius tells us, (d) that Pope Adria 
JI. gave Charles the Great a Power. to chuſe and inveſt 
with the Ring and paſtoral Staff, (the Enſigns and To- 
kens of Epiſcopal Dignity) the Archbiſhops and Biſhops 


in all the Provinces of his Empire, and that no Biſhop: 


ſhould. be conſecrated, that was not firſt inveſted by 
him. Tho' this Decree or Grant of Pope Adrian be 

xerally eſteemed by learned Men to be a Forgery, as 
being not mentioned by any Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorian, (a 
it certainly would have beer?) till about the twelfth 
Century, near four hundred Years after it was ſaid to 
be made ; yet it is undeniable, that this Cuſtom did 
prevail through France, Germany, and Italy, Spain, Hun- 
gary, and Brita, and the whole Latin World; foithat 
for three hundred Years together, the Roman Emperon 
choſe all the Biſhops, . Abbots, Deans, and Prebends in 
their Dominions, but upon a quite different Account 
than this pretended Papal Decree. For all the great 
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Dignities were poſſeſſed of Lay-Fees, and Fees or Tem- 
poralities granted by the Piety of former Princes, for 
the better Support of their Dignity and Character. But 
ſuch was the Nature of theſe Fiefs, that, except they 
were made Hereditary, which Ecclefiaftical Fiefs never 
could be, upon the of any Feudatory, the So- 
vereign entered upon, and took 3 of the Fief, 
till he thought convenient to beſtow it upon ſome other 
Perſon ; and this was, what the ſeveral Princes in their 
Diſputes with the Popes about this Matter always in- 
ſiſted upon, without acknowledging any Right or Grant 
from the Papal See for ſo doing. So then upon the 
Death of any Biſhop, the Lay-fees or Temporalities 
fell of wink into the hands of the chief Lord, who 
had a Power to make a'new Grant to whatever Per- 
fon he pleaſed ; and to enjoy all the mean Profits ari- 
fing from them, till fuch Grant was made, Where- 
fore, though by the Cuſtom and Canons of the Church 
the Election of a Biſhop belonged to the Clergy and 
People, together with the * — and Comprovin: 
cial Biſhops ; yet it was at the Pleaſure of the Prince, 
whether the new Ele& ſhould enjoy the Temporalities 
of the Biſhoprick or not, becauſe they reverted to his full 
Poſſeſſion upon the Death of the former Biſhop, Up- 
on which account, no doubt, the Electors were willing 
to quit their Right of Election to the Prince, on 
whoſe Favour alone the decent Maintenance and 

rt of his Dignity depended ; or at leaſt to elect 

erſon, whom he ſhould nominate and inveſt ; well 
knowing, that few Perſons would be willing to under- 
take the Epiſcopal Burthen, if there were no Revenueg 
to ſupport ir. By which means it came to paſs, after 
the Introduction of the feudal Tenure by the Goths and 
Vandals, it became a general Cuſtom for all Sovereign 
Princes in the Weſtern Churches, to inveſt whom they 
pleaſed with the Temporalities of vacant Biſhopricks 
and the Perſon ſo inveſted was conſtcrated by the Me- 
tropolitan and Provincial Biſhops. This continued in 
the Church of Rome above three hundred Years ; till 
Pope Hildebrand ſet himſelf to oppoſe it, and others af- 
ter him, and have brought it 8 the State, in which 
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we now ſee it, The Conſequences of this Method 
Hrugſtiture were very fatal to Religion; for Princes, 
pecially the Politick and Irreligious (and ſome ſuch, 
doubt, there were) little regarded the Virtues and 
Merits of thoſe, whom they preferred to the hi 
Stations. If a Clergy-man had 2 Dependance 
the Prince, or ſome great Miniſter of State, ſo that þu 
could do them ſervice in their political Schemes and 
temporal Affairs, this certainly advanced him to.a good 
Biſhoprick, without conſidering whether he were in any 
degree qualified for ſo ſacred and important an Office. 
So that Learning, Piety, Virtue, and Diligence in per- 
forming the Duties of their holy Function, ſeldom \ 
recommended any one to Preferment : But whoever 
bad any hope of obtaining a Biſhoprick, applied him- 
ſelf rather to make his Court to the Prince, by At 
tendance and Dependance upon great Men rather than 
by his Learning, Piety, or faithful Diſcharge of hi 
paſtoral Duty; from whence A. in a great Mea- 
ſure, that Ignorance, Barbariſm, and other 
Corruptions, under which the Church ſo long groaned 
before the Reformation. This occafiened. many ſharp 
Conteſts between Popes and Princes, with various Suc- 
ceſs and different Conſequences in different Countries, 
and they were forced to make different Agreements, 
Compromiſes, Concordats, about the dividing the. Eq+ 
cleſiaftical Spoil ; ſo that there was hardly in any one 
of the weſtern Churches an uniform Method of ſupply- 
ing the vacant Churches. But the Pope had ge! 


* - 


the Cunning to reſerve the beſt Share to himſelf; 
which ended in an intolerable Tyranny and Uſurpation, 
which, after many Struggles and Contentions in the 
ſeveral national Churches, too well known, and too te- 
dious to be mentioned, gave a Handle to King Henry 
VIII. to give the finiſhing Stroke to the Papal. Autho- 
rity here in England, in which. we are chiefly concerned, 
Upon throwing off the Papal Authority, inſtead of re- 
ſtoring to the Epiſcopal College their original, inherent 
58 of which they had been unjuſtly deprived 
by the Biſhop of Rome; the King ſeized to himſelf all 
that Supremacy in Pedal Mater, that the Pas 
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of the Realm) as ſhall be thought proper for the better 
Government of their —_— 


unleſs you pleaſe 


you 
Man, whom 

| r dare they 

in Convocation without the Royal Mandate, under the 

pain of a Premunire. | 


A to the Hiſtory 


rable, on account of their Intereſt and Riches, | 
no Means inconſiderable for Learning, as the State of 
Learning was at that Time, ſhould fo eaſily agree 

{trip themſelves of all Eccleſiaſtical Power, and ſubmit 
themſelves and their Suceeſſors to the Authority of Tem- 


. 


* can eaſily account for his ſucceſsful Manage- 
ment of that Affair, particular kind of. Lo- 
gick to convince, as of Rhetorick to perſuade thoſe,. 
who had not good Senſe enough to believe their Sove- 
reign always in the right. Of which Sir. Harry Spel- 
— — a notable Inſtance in the Act for ſuppreſ- 
ling Monaſteries and religious Houſes under ſuch a va- 
lue. (/) It is true, ſaid he, the Parliament did — 
| | 3 _—_ 


8 
n * . 
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{f) Hiſtory of Sacrilege, p. 183. 


(98) 
d them to him, but ſo unwillingly (as 1 have heatd) 
* that, when the Bill had ftuc ü the Lower 
1 * Houſe, and could get no Paſſage, he commanded the 
* Commons to attend him in the Forenoon, in his Gal. 
© lery, where he let them wait till late in the Afternoon, 
F * and then coming out of his Chamber, and taking a 
tum or two among them, and baking angrily ur 
them, firſt on one ſide and then on the other ; at 
6 laſt, ———7 hear (ſaid he) that my Bill will not paſs ; 
* but Fill have it paſs, or I will huve ome. of your 
5s Had. — And — any other Rhetorick or 
© Perſuaſion returned to his Chamber. Any other 
Rhetorick - 
9 This was Rhetorick and Logick too with 2 
engeance: their Eyes were immediately 
and their Underſtandings convinced, that his Ma- 
jeſty's Commands were highly reaſonable ; and there 
fore they immediately paſſed the Bill, and gave him all, 
that his Soul defired. ” And there is no doubt to be made, 
but that the Act of Submiſſion was obtained by the 
ſame engaging Methods of Conviction and Perſuaſion. 
The Province of Canterbury complied immediately, 
they were under the — Inſpection and Rod of 
the Court: But the Province of York ſtood out for ſome 
Time, and drew up their Reaſons for ſo doing (a Copy 
of which I have ſeen.) Their Situation was at fo 
a Diſtance from the Court, that they thought they 
might have time to parley, and debate with their Go- 
vernors, without any immediate Apprehenfions of Royal 
Vengeance; but they found — miſtaken, and 
were quickly made to underſtand, that it would be 
their wiſeſt Way to be as complaiſant as their "my 
thren of Canterbury had been, and according] 
out any more ado (as Biſhop Burnet — a) "ty 
acknowled the King as Supreme Head 
Church, and ſole Fountain of all E celefiaſtical Pang. 
The King, in order to terrify the — 
this Act of ibmiſſion, had revived fome obſolete 
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tutes, by which the whole Body of the Kind 
ſued in a Premunire, for having acknowled 

reign JuriſdiQtion, and taken out Bulls, 
in my Legatine Courts, _ to the Laws of 
land, The Kings of £ 
well as the Popes, more 
than by the original Cendbrutien and uniform 1 
and Conſent of the primitive Church did — 
long to them, and theſe Claims and Demands on 
ſides roſe, and fell in proportion to the Power and 
bility, — — ſupport and defend them 5 
that b ence, many extraordinary 

2 4 both Sides, which on Chriſtian and Cath} 
lick Principles can never be defended, and 
ought never to be drawn into -Precedents upon other 
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Occaſions. Our ' Kings had. formerly, as I 

* I ©, 12 by thir avs dhe 

all, 

2 ily 

* ee bl» and I belies it would, 

ly, ſpiritual, I mean relating to the Doctrine or Diſcipline 

Lor of the Church, made by the King's ſole Authority, 


otherwiſe: than 1 and into A, 

Law by the civil Authority, the Judgment and De- 

ciſions of the Biſhops, paſſed in their, Dioceſan or 

oY ods, For, however binding the Decitions 

hurch might be to Conſcience, yet had they 

: th ew IST _ 

y t u „ an — tem 

Sanctions. 11 * the Popes 

tend 82 Authority Opal 
Canons, met with t tion n ft 

in the po s of — Appeals, Lega 

other Branches of their Uſurpation. Upon ch 

Laws were paſſed, to condemn theſe Abuſes, and re- 

ſtrain the ſeveral Invaſions of the Royal Prerogative. In 

the 25 Edw. III. a ſevere Law was made, that all that 

tranſgreſſed were to * . to be fined at Plea- 
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dats Conſequence: of his Submiſſion was the King's 
Claim to fill up all vacant. Sees by his own ſingle 
Authority, and forbidding the Clergy to meet, and 
act in a Synodical Way, richt ul Mandate, 
under the Pain of a Premmmire. 9 

(% King Jaln, in the 46th Year of his Reign 1215; 
with the common Conſent of his Barons, granted a 
Charter, That all Cathedral Churches and-Convents 
« ſhould be free in the Election of their Prelates, ſaving 
to himſelf and his Heirs the Cuſtody of vacant 
Churches and Monafteries, and that he will not hin- 
der them any manner of Ways from chuſing a 
« Paſtor upon a Vacancy, provide that they 
« crave Leave of him and his Heirs to proceed to an 
Election (from whence came the Uſe: of the Gong: 
“ elire) which he promiſes he will not deny ot defer : 
« and-if it be denied or deferred, that then the Electors 
may nevertheleſs proceed to a Canonical Election.“ 
But after the Election, his Approbation muſt be aſked, 
1 E ſhall not OR without 
good Reaſon a and proved. This Charter was 
afterwards confirmed by Magna Charta, and many ſuc- 
ceeding Parliaments. By the Tenour of this Charter, 
the Chapter was not obliged abſolutely to chooſe the 
Perſon, whom the King ſhould nominate, or recom- 
mend to them, nor yet the King to approve the Eleg- 
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mY tion made by them. This -occaſioned divers Contro- 
1 verſies between the King and the Church, which cauſed 
11 frequent Appeals to Rome, which was ſtill looked wpan . 


» 
2 


as the Dernier Reſort in all ſuch Conttoverlics, as appears 
from the Election of an Archbiſhop in the room of 
Stephen Langton, and of a Biſhop of Winchefter upon 
the Death of Peter de-Rypibus (c), and divers other In- 
ſtances of the like nature. And in ſome Caſes, where 
the King and Chapter had no Difference, the Pope 
would either annul the Election, or elſe take no No- 
tice at all of it, and conſer the Biſhiopriek on the fame 
Perſon by his own Authority, and this he called pro- 
viding for the Church. wy t for ſame Ages we _ 
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(82) 
few Biſhops, that did not poſſeſs theit Sees by viftue of 
theſe 1 Proviſions, notwithſtanding the many x- ie 


eated Statutes againſt this intolerable -Uſurpation, I elirs 
ut King Henry VIII. made ſhort Werk, and cut the Shade 


. Knot at once, An Act of Parliament paſſed inthe ſhoul 


25th Year of his Reign, that at every Avoidance of name 
an Archbiſhoprick or Biſhoprick within this Realm, ſhoul 
or any other of the King's Dominions, the King miy the K 


ſend to the Prior and Convent, or Dean and Chapter 
of the Place, which ſhall be void, a Licence under the 
great Seal to proceed to an Election of an Archbiſhop 
or Biſhop of the See ſo being void, with a Letter mil- 
five with the Name of the Perſon, whom they ſhall 
elet and chooſe, which Perion they are to ele& and 
chooſe, and no other. And in caſe they defer the Cle. 
tion above twelve Days after the Receipt of the -faid 
Licence and Letters miſſive, then the King ſhall nomi- 
nate by his Letters Patent ſuch a Perſon to the faid 
Office and Dignity, as he ſhall think able and conveni- 
ent for the ſame. And the King ſhall appoint the 
Archbiſhop with two other Biſhops ; and if there he 
no Archbiſhop, then four Biſhops, to conſecrate and 
inveſt the Perſon ſo nominated and elected. And if 
the Prior and Convent, or Dean and Chapter, proceed 
not to Election within the Time limited, or neglect to 


certify the Archbiſhop of the Election, if it be a B. Pieg 
ſhop, or the King if it be an - Archbiſhop, within N 
twenty Days after the Receipt of the King's Licence, _— 
or if any Archbithop or Biſhop ſhall refuſe to conſecrate [ki 
the Perſon ſo elected or nominated, after ſuch Election ced 
or Nomination is ſignified to them by the King's Let- on} 
ters Patent, or if any of them or any other Perſon ſue, alte 
procure or obtain any Bulls, Letters, or other Things uor 
from the See of Rome upon that Occaſion, or do any * 
Thing contrary to this Act, he ſhall incur the Dangers, * 
Pains and Penalties of the Statute of Proviſion and Pre- wel 
munire made in the 25th Year of King Edward III. the 

In the Reign of Edward VI. ſome Perſons, who in- * 
ſtead of paring the Nails of the Clergy were for cut- c 
ting off their Arms to prevent their doing Miſchief, th 


procured a new Act, entitled, An Act for Election, and 
what Scals and Styles (hall. be uſed by ſpiritual Perſo * 
vo | v 


(83) N 
which paſſed Nem. Con. to this Effect, That the Conge 
Zire, and the Election purſuant to it, being but a 
Shadow, ſince the Perſon was named by the King, 
ſhould ceaſe for the future, and that Biſhops ſhould be 
named by the King's Letters Patent, and thereupon 
ſhould be conſecrated, and ſhould hold their Courts in 
the King's Name, and not in their own, excepting only 
the Archbiſhop of Canterbary's Court, and they were 
to uſe the King's Seal in all their Writings, except Pre- 
ſentations, Collations and Letters of Orders, in which 
might uſe their own Seals. The Contrivers of 
this AR, it is plain, deſigned nothing leſs than the en- 
tire Deſtruction of the Epiſcopal Authority, by making 
them nothing more than the King's Miniſters, a ſort 
of Eccleſiaſtical Sheriffs, to execute the King's Will, 
and diſperſe his Mandates; inſomuch that they had 
not the Power of conferring Orders, but as they were 
thereunto empowered. by ſpecial Licence. I have been 
ſhewn a Copy of ſuch a Licence, but of what Autho- 
ity I cannot tell. The King to——greeting, Whereas 
all and all manner of Furiſdiftion, Eccleſiaſtical as wel 
as Civil, flows on the King, as well as from the ſupreme 
Head of all the Body, &c. le therefore give and grant 
to thee full Power and Licence to continue during our good 
Plaſure, for holding Ordination within t Divceſe of 
N—— and for promoting fit Perſons unto Holy Orders, 
even to that of the Prieſihood. Whether this be genuine, 
I know not. Biſhop Burnet, who mentions the pre- 
ceding Act, takes no notice of this new Regulation, 
— * in general, that the Office of Ordination was 
altered, without entering into the particular Altera- 
tions, Theſe Changes being thought by Queen Mary 
not only a dangerous Diminution of the Fpilcopal Pow- 
er, but an odious Innovation in the Church of Chriſt, 
were repealed in the firſt Year of her Reign, leaving 
the Biſhops to depend upon their former Claim; and 
to act in all Things, that belong to their Juriſdiction, 
in their own Names, and under their own Seals as in 
former Times; in which State they have continued from 
that time to this, without any legal Interruption. 
Many Attempts have been made, and Propoſals and 
Reafons offered for xeducing the preſent Power of the 
H 2 W 


* 1 


Fil 


ing 
any 


ir J 


| . 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


' biſhop or Biſhops make any manner of Objection 3. 


affected b 
Popiſh C 


well knowing the Temper- of their 
wilelt Way to make the: 


of Henry VIII. acknowledged him to be the no 


| ſhopricks during the: Pleaſure of the 8 
Crown, (e) Velut a; ſupreme, capite, & —— 


( an 


Epiſcopate, - as being — — ö 
need no greater Reſtri than they are under 
by the — a AQ of — VIII. 


0. to Elections. For the Dean and 
Jowed to make wp wes of — — 
ſon nominated h ing, but m ele 
him within the time limited: Neither _— 


gainſt him, but are obliged to proceed to. Canſecra · 
tion, Nay, they are not permitted to delay this a few 
Days, that they ey may with all humble Submiſſion re- 
— the Unfitneſs of the Perſon, recommended to 
the higheſt Office of the Church under: W 
a Premunire, 

Having thus far conſidered the ſeveral Steps — 
this Act of Submiſſion was obtained ; let us conſidet a 
little, who they were, that ſigned it, and hour far their 
Succeſſors | reformed; Clergy: of the Church of B. 
land enen Equity and Conſcience, to * 

The Convocation who ſigned: it 
22 who had really incurred the lſh-of 
Premumre, as the Letter of the Law then 


having no. inclination to Martyxdom, — thei 
beſt Denner 9 
for their Lites and Liberties, - 
macy was grounded upon it. For deen bel. 
Convocations of the twenty - ſecond and 


Head 2 3 — his own Dnenjnidony þ 
in conſequence: of theſe extraordinary Steps ; 
ver took out a, Commiſſion: fur his Biſhoprick : As Anch» 
biſhop Crdnmer did aſterwurds in Ediuara VII. Time; 
— of which is inſerted. in Biſhap Burnetis Hiſtory 
of the Jammin (d) : whereby they held- their Bi- 
and owned 
to derive all their Power, even Eccleſiaſtical from the 
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magiſtrutuum 
— others did the ſame. 
of this Nature be bindi 
— of the Church of 
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fante & ſcaturigine. And far» 
But how could any Acts 
to their Succeſfors ! The 
a fingle Member of 
tholick Church, could, — for themiakies 


num no/trum 


iti e King wich have in 
getting | (or his Vanity 9 
his Cruelty) and vrhen | 
fle& in cool Blood upon 
dities of theſe Proceedings, they were named of them, 
and by v van ray matron —— 
ed to ſoften g/d apparent which was there- 
2 > f heir Bonk e 
rs in the hei of t 

never intended. 8 the Commiſſion, whie 

Crammer took for his Archbiſhoprick, there is an Exc p 
tion, — tibi ex ſacyis literis divinitus 
commiſſa efſt dignoſcuntur, i. e. Ouer and abous theſe Pro, 
er and ties, which the Huy Scriptures teftify, aye 
given — Cod. Theſe the did not pretend to 
grant, but only that, which was over and above theſe; 
that is, the Protection and civil Privileges annexed to 
their Office by the State. The Eeclefiaſtical Juriflic- 
tion is conſidered as a Court, eſtabliſhed by the ſecular 


Power, and part of the Laws of the Land: And in 
this ſenſe ean the King's Supremacy in all Cauſos 
2 over all ons be reaſ and . un 


And according we find in the ſame Hiſtory 
of the 1 ), a n 
Function and Divine Inſtitution of 
ſubſeribed by the Lord Cromwell, the eee 


= The two Archbifhops, 

ops and twenty Divines and — declari 
that the Power of the Keys and other Church Funttions, 1 
formaly diſtin## from the Civil) Power, dc. And (b) 


wie 


— 


- 
he — — * —— * * 


* Reform, Addend. W. f p. 321. (2) [a Spiritual Blauen. 
b) Jbid. Col, Record, N. 10. p. 177. 
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6 860 
we have there alſo the Judgment of eight Bibers 


g th King's Supremacy, whereof Cranmer was 

. affirming, "hat th Commiſſion, which Chriſt gave 
zo his Church, had no reſpef? - ts. the Power er 
Princes : but that the b; had it by the Word of Ga 
to. which Chriſtian Princes acknowledg 2 themſelves : 
Jeck. They denied, that the C , which Chrift- 
geve to his Church, did extend to ci Power over Let 
aud. Princes; they-own alſo, that the civil Power was-over- 
Biſhops and Priefts, as well as other Subjects in civil mat. 
tars, which the _ 3 deny. r fr 
ſert, that — — riefts have the C 
are the Meſſengers of C . . 
pel, and to looſe and bind Sin, &c. —— as Chrift was the 
Meſſenger of his Father ; which Fr 
of all Kings and Powers upon Earth. 

So then as our Laws now ſtand, the Church is whol · 
ly independent of the State as to her ſpiritual Powers 
and Authorities; beeaufe our Kings claim no other 
Eccleſiaſtical Authority, than was granted by God 
to Kings in Holy Scripture ;. and that was ordinarily" 
no more than a mere civil Power, tho? exerciſed over 
Eccleſiaſtical Perſons. (who are ſubje& as Chriſt himſelf 
was) to the civil Power in all civil things, and in Ec»; 
cleſiaſtical Cauſes too, to puniſh with temporal Pains, 
as well Blaſphemers, Idolaters and Hereticks, - a 
Robbers and Murderers, as well the Tranſgreſſors' 

againſt the firſt, as the ſecond Table. This was all 
that was ordinarily done. b y Godly Kings in Scripture; 
this was the Supremacy given them by God, and no 
more than this is attributed to our Kings: as is fully 
oxpreſſed in the 37 th Article, viz. — 
' which we fee to have been ACTI hays to all Godly Princes, 
in Holy Scrigture by God e wk ol ee: 
and Degrees, committed to Io C 
they be eccleſiaſtical or temporal, 3 to Sura wrth the 
Avil Sword the flubbart and evil Doers, Theſe are the 
Words of the Article, + 

To draw Precedents therefore from any extracndls 
nary Acts of Moſes, David, or Solamm, is a fallacious 
way, of arguing ; becauſe it is ſaid, ſuch Prerogative, 
and ſuch only as Was ALWAYS given to ALL Godly 


Princes, 


We 
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princes, viz. to reſtrain with the civil Sword. As &- 


the Objection, that David ordered the Courſes of the 
Prieſts and Levites, and Solomon thruſt out Abiathar 
from being a Prieſt of the Lord, 1 Kings ii. 27. they 
were extraordinary Acts of extraordinary Perſons. Da- 
vid and Solomon were both inſpired Perſons, The one 


' a Prophet, the other a Preacher; and whatſoever they + 


did by an extraordinary Commiſſion from God, is no 
Precedent for the ordinary Power of Kings. Other- 
wiſe Kings may take upon them to preach, and to con- 
ſecrate Churches; becauſe Solomon conſecrated: the Tem- 
ple, and called himſelf a Preacher, they may conſe- 
crate Biſhops, becauſe Moſes conſecrated Aaron ; na 

they may write Scripture for us; becauſe they did ſo. 
Theſe extraordinary Caſes therefore prove nothing as to 
the ordinary Exerciſe of Juriſdiction, and are no man- 
ner of Argument for the ordinary Eccleſiaſtical Power 
in Princes, though their civil Power may be exerciſed 
upon Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, and in Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes, 


This was made in explanation of the Oath of Supre- 


macy, and is a ſufficient warrant to underſtand thoſe 
Words in that Oath, where the King is ſaid to be 
ſupreme Governor as well in all ſpiritual and eccleſiaſtical 

hings or Cauſes, as temporal, to extend only to his civil 
Government, and the Power of the civil Sword. And 
this Explanation was made neceſſarily ; for, as Biſhop 
Burnet tells us (i), the Biſhops oppoſed the Queen's Su- 
premacy, as ſet forth in that Oath, and many others 
were offended at it. And therefore Queen Elizabeth 
laid aſide the Title of Head of the Church, and inſtead 
of it uſed the word Governor, which is in uſe to this 
Day. This Article mentions Queen Elizabeth's In- 
junctions, which explain, and limit the Regal Supre - 
macy in the ſame manner. The Lord Primate Uſber 
gave the ſame Explanation of it in a at the 
Council-Table at Dublin, upon the on of ſome 
Magiſtrates refuſing to take it; and King James I. ſent 
him a Letter of Thanks and Avprobation of his Speech, 
both which are publiſhed, and none of our fucceeding 


Kings 


IW KC * 


— — 


% Hiſt, Reform, Part, II. p. 386. 
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Kings or Parliaments have given any other Explatiation 
of- it, or required it to be taken in any other Sense. 
And theſe 39 Articles are incorporated into our Laws; 
and required to be | ſubſcribed by Act of Parliament, 
Whatever extraordinary Schemes therefore might be 
hid, and extraordinary Meafures taken in the Reign 
of Hemy VIII. they are all annulled by theſe later Ex- 
planations, which are confirmed by Acts of Parlia- 
ment; from whence it is plain, that as our Law now 
ſtunds, the Church is left wholly independent of the 
State, as to her purely ſpiritual Power and Authority, 
- And — Rights of the Church are hem 
aſſerted to be independant Fe og Power ſo like- 
wiſe her Authority in her ſpiritual Capacity is firongly 
afſerted over all her Subjects, the King hin felf not ex- 
cepted : So as not only to debar him · from the Prayers 
and Sacraments, but to proceed to Excommunication, i 
other Methods prevail not, 10 bring him to open Penanc 
for open Scandals. Theſe are the Words in the Tecond 
. Uſe of the Chur 
where, after having ſpoken of Chriſt's ſcourging the 
Buyers and Sellers out of the Temple, theſe Words fol- 
Jow : And according to the Example of our Saviour Chnft, 
in the Primitiue Church, which wwas moſt holy and gal, 
and in the which due Diſcipline was uſed againſt the wich, 
open Offenders were not ſuffered once to enter into the Houſe 
of the Lord, or admitted to Common Proyer and the Uſe if 
the Holy Sacraments with the other. true Chriſtians, umi 
they bad done open Penance before the whole Church. And 
this was e not only upon mean Perſons, but alfa - 
rich, noble and mighty Perſons ; yea, upen Theodoſius, . 

puiſſamt and mighty whom for committing a grits 


Emperor, wi 
vols wilful Murder, St. Ambroſe Biſbop of Milan r. 
proved ſharply, and did alſo excommunicate the ſaid 
ror, and brought him to open Penance. Upon theſe Words 
there is a Marginal Note, to ſoften the Severity of this 
Sentence, viz. That he was only debarred from the recetv- 
. ing the Sacrament, till by ance he might be better pre- 
.-pared. But if this were all, both the Hiſtorians (4 d. 
amen and (1) Theodoret, who related the Story my 
1 5 ong 
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confirmed by a competent Authority, and * Cler;- 
gyman in the Nation obliged by A of Parliament 
to ſubſcribe them as 2 Part of the 39 Articles of \Reli- 
gion. And as they ſtand to this Day parepealed, - they 
are a ſufficient Explanation! of the Senſe both of Churc 

and State in this matter. And theſe original Rights 
have been thought and aſſetted by — of ' our. mol} 
eminent Divines to be (as they certainly are) ſo.effen- 
tial to the very Being of a Church, that they are not 
to be alienated or invaded without Sacrilege by any 
Power upon, Earth, The late Dr. Sherlock, . 
Dean of St. Paul's, in his Summary of the Controverſy 


between us and the Church Rome, ſays 22 emphatiy 
99 050 CY Biſhops will not exerciſe that : Power, 
Foy N. > yr they are accountable to their 
L f or it they cannot give it away, neither from 
EM Ae, ang oe 

it; 
h — General Council ſhea > 


9 it. void in it 8. 1 
theſe we we bunbly — Nag we bow real Sentimegts, of 


neland,. | 

Da | ſay ** Id what of this? Why, then, the 
juſt and natural Concluſion is 1 Thats if 
the 0 gn bet State 11 — — _ 
ion, Pprinci —.— ko 1 t n- 

fa theſe or . ee of the the Church. 

their atm Gouernons, and 
; 20 ws 9 22 and make Laws for t 

the Society.z the only way to remove 
the Ee 1 to remeve the Cauſe, and reſtore 
et which they 

{| to ſay no worſe) been de- 
in a Defence of his. Hiſtory of 
the Reformation has 97 — on the Act of Su- 
lemacy; (m) if the inte fie Low or the. , 


ns a n 
; and engt ahbajs to be NE 


clehaſtical Authority upon the foot of eee 


are in very good 
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it, have carried this farther, (viz. than when 

of ty hv s Explanation,) we are net at dll 

Thing were made 


it ; but in af er fu 

amount to no more than this, 2 the Civil durluri 
eme Encroachments on the 1 

the ſubmitting to .- 
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better 77 1 i, is 0 2 
tw Chrch, And in a) we my fr i — 
| ot ers, bgw muc this 
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as a Servitude, wider which the Gallican 
— _ all the ancient Cans. And 


A of Submiſſion, 0 


Writ : They only fed, The Convocation hat ave" 


it doth not bind them up 
ties" of the Church require , und *y thy ti 
Whit,” In which the learned Biſhop plat y 

that from the Beginning things were not, ab they ar 
now, and hopes, that: in due time they, who” Me i 
in their power; e will de diſpoſed to reſtire, whit thy 
unwarfantably detain, and ferfle: every Bränch ef E. 


You will fay perhaps, you you 
ſion to erpect o 


the 
2 ever we 3 it, e 


Bleffing Which 
has given us a Suceeſſidn 6f p N 


who have made it their chief Conteriv | 
to their glorious Character if Defender . 
Id pk 


as it has been ever E17 1 
ainſt e mot J 
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41 0 q 7 a 1 
wonder, if e ha Spirit 1 5 
dom, are either wheedled of territ int a Comp 


rince. ut, you 1 een 2 
ken by the Tens Rang Oe oY of fich 


a Danger, b weed (on a1 Popiſh Frince fro: 
heriting whe Taper ok Realms. el 
but this is not the pnly Danger to w ate expo- 
ſed. The beſt of Men, the greateſt of rinces are-mor- 
tal; and as the beſt and 'of Men e 
whether his Heir ſhall be 4 wiſe Man or a Fool, ſo nei 
ther can he know, Whether he ſhall be a Chriſtian 
an Infidel, a Catholick or a Hetetick. And this we 
e; depend upon, that whatever Prince has as the Powe 

of filling the great Vacancies of the the Chur 
ways take care to prefet People of his om 
thinkin Ra they of cou 0 the Cd BY 
below them, to the Diſhonour of God, the Tang 
Religion, and the unavoidable Detriment 


and inning of iy an 
tempt, the. orthodox and fal FG 25 5 1 5 


e to meet and concert p 8 get 
got, the 185 i 
uence, muſt be mah om To u 
= 1 bliſhment of fart and {nog 
of all that dreadful T e. my 
enſue, will be deſervedly 51 upon them, 0 
exert the beſt of their Nd to prevent =. 
2. | 24 
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t (6 92 M22 ne e 
expect to have it replies, that moſt, Men, Princd 
eſpecially, are too fond of Power, to give up any the 
{ſmalleſt Branch, ot e this „that may ſeem to 
clip their Prerogatiye, and eclipſe their Grandeur. But 
this, methinks is an, aukward Compliment to a Rzh- 
giow arid Gracious Prince, How can you tell, till you 
have tried? It will be time enough to fit down conten- 
ted, when after a decent and proper Application they 
Mall refuſe to reſtore it, It is too ſevere a RefleQion 
upon any Man of Hongur, nay of common Honeſty, 
to ſuppoſe, he would; not readily give up any. kind of 
*Poffefion, if he can be convinced, that he has no Right 

to keep it. Now, if the Guides and Keepers of any \ 
Prince's Conſcience could convince him upon Catholick 
Principles, that he is poſſeſſed of any Branch of Pow- 
er, originally belonging to à diſtin Authority we can- 
not doubt, but. it would have the ſame effect as it had 
upon the late Queen Anne. She after the Example ef 
ber Royal Predeceſſors, had received the firſt Fruits and 
Tenchs of all Ecclefiaſtical Livings, which having been 
_unjuſtly uſurped by the Pope as ſupreme Biſhop, were 
at the Reformation, with other Branches of Papal Uſur- 
pation, veſted in the Crown. But ſo ſoon as that 4 
t 


"ous Princeſs was by proper Application convinced, 

they were purely an Ecclehaſtical Due, ſhe at once te- 
mitted. them to be applyed to the Augmentation of 
poor Livings, many of which in the preſent low State 
"of Eccleſiaſtical Revenues are hardly ſufficient by the 
Ae Management to ſupport their Poſſeſſors, and 
eſpecially fuch as Has Families, from Poverty and Con- 


tempt. And why ſhould we deſpair of the ſame Succek, 
Cie HE MID Elbe ie 2 1ST wb? : | 
if t g preſent Caſe were juſtly and fairly repreſented to 
thoſe, whom it may concern, by proper Perſons, and 
in the moſt decent and dutiful mann? 
10 55 9 8 0 if the LP a ee 
"left to the Epiſcopal College, you ſhould not expet 
to dee better Biſhops, than * been made by the 
"Crown. Perhaps not; but the Queſtion is about the 
matter of Right. You and I perhaps might chuſe 3s 
© good a Set of Sheriffs or Deputy Lieutenants, as we 
at preſent, but by what Authority? All kinds of Au- 
thority ſhould run in their proper Channel, and = 


F CS es antes ef ad in. de noo ar ar dra.” 
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an ho manner of Reaſon be aſſigned, one debich | 
of the Legiſlature ſhould interfere My et upon 
the mere Pretefice of being better able to execute 2 
Charge, . 3 by no pr pr bene wo, it, If the 
Governors irectors o a Company 
ſhould, in defiance of 89 aſſume wy 
Power of electing the Deren * their Compan 


or (p) vice u upon a vain P lon thin the 
| all (Fore FD. choice for this, 3 hey 
make for themſelves : What then? I leave you * — 
the ridiculous Train of Conſequences, that muſt ine- 
vitably follow. Or ſuppoſe the Election for both Com- 
| panies were from time to time to be made by the 
and Council, I fancy neither of them would advance a 
Shilling for prolon ing their old Charter, ot ptocu- 
"ring a new one, t to return to the preferit Sul Subjeck: 
If a moſt Religious and Gracious Prince could be con- 
vinced in Conſcience that an Alteration of this kind 
were not only a matter of Duty, but of Intereſt and 
good Policy; If it could be made appear, that the re- 
turning this ſacred Truſt into its pep Channel, would 
| kw yr reatly. to the Glory , the Interefts of 
true Reli 55 e Honour — fan. of the Crown, 
and the Peace and Welfare of the Publick, it would 
be too grols a Reflection upon the Underſtanding and 
Juſtice of any Prince, to ſuppoſe, that he would refuſe 
to comply with it. And I am ſanguine enough to ima- 
gine, that, if the Management of this Argument were 
in better hands than mine, it might eaſily be made ap- 
pear to the yon we of every impartial attentive En- 
quirer. One Conſequence at leaſt will be certain, that 
it would take off 4 all that Oblog _— and Contempt, 
which is unjuſtly poured upon ergy, on account 
of the Ignorance, baſe Cen and n 
of ſome of their Members, which (as Matters now 
ſtand) i it is not in their power to prevent or cure, and 
fix it only on thoſe, who have the Power to prong 
and negle& to do it. | | 
* fancy 
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and that therefore he muſt of neceffity have preſcribsk 
and ordered the ſeveral kinds and degrees of Authority, 
the different Ranks aud Subordinations of Goyernoun, 
.neceffary for a an Government of the Church, and 


the Ends of its Inſtitution, of 
8 we can have no a5 10 pass Knowledge, but ; 


Analogy af things, and the revealed ill of 
ut an A that obſerves the preſent unnatu- 
ral Blending of diſtin. Powers and Confuſion of Cha- 
racters would be tempted. to conc es Une there is 4 
ching more divine in our Church-Eftabliſhment, than 
in our — and eſpecially if he thinks he ſees 
more of Prudence and Regularity in the Exer- 
. = one, than of the other ; and that therefore all 
our Pretences to a divine Inſtitution are a Cheat 


Impoſition upon Mankind. If we ſhould convince = 
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1 able to conyince him, 
we added agreeably to the Directions of our Char- 
yes © for the firlt chreg hundred Years, 
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(96 „ 
beſt a Atwest bechrity öf the Crow is is founded In the 
rences of the Subjects: That neither Force nor 
Cunning are ſufficient to keep Men within the dus 
* of Obedience, if they are not reſtrained by juſt 
Princip es of Du and Allegiance. If theſe are want 
ing; the Sons of Violence and Ambition, the Wrong · 
h&ids and the Wrong- hearts will never want Pretences 
for Murmur and Dikontent, nor fail to attempt Chans 
ges and Revolutions, to g Fu their Vanity, their Ma. 
ce or Reſentment, erable Proſpect of Succely 
or Impunity. ' Whithe tends to deſtroy or weaken 
che Tofluencs of Religion upon the Minds'sf Men, nas 
turally tends to ſap the very Foundation of Order aus 
Government, and to deſtroy the beſt Support of "Royal | 
Power. But che Credit of Religion will always'riſe 
and fall in proportion to the Credit and Intereſt of thoſe; 
whoſe Buſineſs and Office it is to ſupport, adorn and 
defend it. If therefore a Prinee ſhould'ever be ſo mii. 
K as to promote” fuch 'unworthy Perſons, as thall 
grace the ſacred Dignity of their r, it muſt na⸗ 
| 5 tend to make Religion itſelf contemptible, and 
deftroy all that Influence it ought! to have upon the 
Mirids and Conſciences of the People;——Beſides—y 


The ſuperior Clergy, whoſe exalted Stations give them ſal 
nearer Acceſs to the Throne, may be confidered:as'3 they 
Bench of ſpiritual Counſellors, Chatapions'for Religion, rap 


Guardians and Advocates for the inſeriour Clergy. 
But if eyer thoſe” ſacred Offices ſhould be conſerred 


prey: a8 1 Reward of a Train of 'obſequious Services 
Court, chere would be but fittle:Reaſon to enges 


that ardent” al in 'Defence of Religion, that unby- 
aſſpd Integrity upon a TS ng Queſtion; that undauntad 
tion to pre ices and Errors, and that in: 


violable Attachment“ Kb the real Ththrell of. their Pais 

and Country; Wich ought to be-the diſti 

 EbaraQters of thoſe exalted denden And becauſe t 
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N 42 ies avis the Guile, 
— ns t may in ſome degree allev late OP 
will it not prevent the unhappy Conſequences of 
2 y Promotions. The t of RD 
even in temporal is a burthen, ſuffi- 
cient to employ the Time, the 3 and e 
lities of the greateſt and) wileſt Prince upon 
which without ut the immediate Aﬀiftance of of oy pre 
Being, (I often think) could never be execu it 
ought to be. Solomon thought ſo, who was himſelf a 
great and a wiſe King, when he tells us that by (Di- 
vine) Wiſdem Kings r Flue, ice. 
The Author of the Beok of Wiſdom denounces heavy 
Juigments on thee, e unrigbteous Uſe of 
their civil Power . 
lurn ye 4 e 


rr 
2 _ te 
bn | I * htily 
5 ch is fry over all ſhall fear 755 the pe, he 
ſhall he 2 in awe of any man's gr wr fs he 0 
nuke he ſnl andthe ro, . , #7 all alike, but 
ore trial ſhall come the mig nto you therefore, 
7 47 he 1. Gat may learn Wiſdom and net fall 
away. Wiſd. vi. ju No if fo ere an Account ſhall 
by given for the Exerciſe of temporal Power, and civil 
Authority, which is the Prince's peculiar Province, * 
thinks it ſhould neither be Conliftent with Poli 
Prudence to add to his Burden by taking to Aim 
branch of Juriſdiction to which by has no dire& or im- 
and making himſelf thereby reſponſible 
for all the Abuſes of Eccl as well 4 Civil * 
thority. All Princes find themſelves conſtrained by the 
Neceflities of Government, to divide the Exerciſe of 
their Royal Power, by calling in the Aſſiſtance of 
| K | * 


(of ) 
proper Miniſters to act under them in 255 e = 
ſtinct Branches of the Adminiſtration ; 
| the Fleet, the Finances, 0 Courts of Kae 8 we 
humbly conceive it would” be tio ſmall 
ral e devolve the Care of Tela lr, 
upon the Epiſcopal College, whoſe pecullar 2 
it was thought to be in the t and * 91 2 
vide for the Neceſſities of the Church, or at! 
the Example of the late King Lam, upon 
Commiſſion of Bi NN for that 2 el. 
pecially conſidering (as I ſhall hereafter endeavour . 
ſhew) that no real Advantage either to 
State, no real Purpoſes of Government are E by 
the preſent Method. _ 
And now if it does appear that the Glory of God, 
the Intereſts of true Religion, and the Honour and de- 
curity of the Crown, would. be moſt fecured 
by ſuch a Diſpoſition of things, it muſt * i 
344 follow, That it will greatly Sage to the 
Peace and Welfare of the Publick : for theſe three Ar- 
ticles are inſeparately united in the natural Courſe and 
Order of . Where the Principles of ' true Re. 
ligion are duly taught, believed, and practiſed, and al 
due Submiffion and dE gy” to temporal Princes and 
Governors are paid upon Principles of Conſcience; 
there ſeems to be lite r. room left for Diſcord and Con- 
fuſion, all is Harmony, Order, and Peace. ut 
vou will ſay, perhaps that T am arguing upon 2 chi 
metical Suppoſition of a State of things not to be found 
in rake diva of the World. For that in all Chriſt- 
untries the Eccleſiaſtical Supremacy and Juri 
diction is veſted either in the Pope or the "the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate, or divided betwixt both, n as it is particularly in 
| France. It may be ſo, nor can I, upon my own Know- 
ledge, diſprove it ; but I am informed, that the King- 
dom of Sweden is an exception, that the Reformation 
there, after all the violent Struggles and irr r Steps 
taken on both ſides before the grand Deſign <ould be 
effected, was at laſt ſettled upon "he foot of Primitive 
Epiſcopacy. That the King is perfectly abſolute in all 
civil Affairs, yet leaves the Church entirely free in the 
Exerciſe of her ſpiritual Powers, particularly the __ 
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on of Biſhops, in which he intermeddles not at all. 
And I have ſomwhere read or heard à remarkable 
Story of the late Heroick King Charks XII. His Fa- 
ther upon his Death- bed had deſired him, that upon 
the Death of the Archbiſhop of Up/al, the only Arch- 
biſhoprick in that Kingdom, he would uſe his Endea- 
your to have one particular Biſhop, whom he named, 
and whom he much admired for his Learning and Piety, 
to be choſen in his. room, Accordingly the young 
King exerted all his Intereſt for him ; but the Biſhops 
well aware of the Confequence of accepting ſuch Re- 
commendations, rejected him and choſe another. Fhis 
the Religious Hero was ſo far from taking ill, that he 
excuſed himſelf on account of his Father's dying Re- 
queſt, for meddling at all in a matter that did not con- 
cern him. All wiſe Societies know the Danger of ad- 
mitting the Recommendation of Superiours in the choice 
of their Members, but eſpecially their Governaurs, and 
prudently guard againſt the certain ill Conſequences that 
muſt unavoidably follow. And the E of that 
Agreement are very remarkable in that Kingdom; for 
they have there no Diſſenters from the eſtabliſhed 
Church of any kind, which is no ſmall advantage to 
the civil Government; in the next place, there always 
ſubſiſts an entire good N betwixt the Church 
and State. The facred and civil Powers are kept, as they 
are in their own Nature entirely diſtin and indepen- 
dent, and ſo can neyer interfere ; and where there is 
no claſhing, there muſt needs be an uninterrupted Har- 
mony and Peace. And both ſides find their Account 
in it, from the mutual Exchange of ſpiritual and tem- 
poral Benefits, The Church makes it her utmoſt Care 
to inculcate Principles of Loyalty and Obedience to 
the civil Government, with a peculiar Authority over 
the Conſciences ani Affections of the People; and the 
King takes care to protect and defend the Church 
which he knows to be the beſt Support of his R 
Authority. Theſe are and ever will be the natural 
Conſequences of this natural Courſe and Order of Things. 
Whereas the Eraſtian Scheme, wherever it prevails, is 
a perpetual Source of Jealouſy and Contention, is big 
with Abſurdities, too groſs to be juſtified, and with 

e 2 Conſequen: 


{ &. F | 
Conſequences too terrible to be thought of, and too dan. 
gerous to be neglected. „ 

Betwixt interfering Powers and claſhing Intereſts, 
there muſt-of neceſſity be perpetual Jealoufies and Com- 
petitions. A King who is fond of Power, and happem 
to have a very moderate Concern for Religion, and the 
Intereſt of the Church (which is neither an impoffi- 
ble nor an invidious Suppoſition ; for what has been, 
may . will be apt to look with a jealous Eye upon 
the m E and legal Method of defending the 
one, and ſecuring the other, as an Affront to his Crown 
and Dignity, and an Encroachment upon his P 5 
tives He will be apt to interpret the moſt dutiful Ne. 


monſtrance into Diſſaffection and Treaſon, as the late 


8 James did to the Fellows of Magdalen College, 
On the other Hand, the Friends of the Church cannot 
help thinking, that the full Extent of Royal Power 
in the Government of the Church. is an Encroachment 
upon her original and inherent 3 and are therefore 
under perpetual Fears and Jealoufies, that one extraordi- 
nary Step may produce another, and that thoſe who 
have already exceeded the due Bounds of civil Autho- 
rity, may determine to ſecure their Acquiſitions, by 
ſuppreſſing every thing that may ſtand in their way, and 
in dead of being Defenders of the Faith, and nung 
Fathers to the Church, may encourage or connive at 
thoſe who are contriving the Subverſion of both. Now 
let any impartial Man conſider what an unhappy In- 
uence ſuch a Train of Jealouſies muſt have upon the 
Peace and Welfare of a Nation ; it naturally tends to 
weaken and deftroy that pnutual Confidence which 

to ſubſiſt betwixt the Prince and People, and which i 
one of the ſtrongeſt Securities of any Government and 
when that once comes to be diffolvgd, all tends to Ruin 
and Confuſion : The beſt and moſt laudable Deſigns 
are ſuſpected, and the moſt innocent Actions miſinter- 
preted on both fides, Neither Promiſes nor Oaths we 
believed or truſted, and' neither fide can think them- 
felves ſafe but in the entire Suppreſſion and Subjedtion 
of the other. The leaſt Knowledge in Hiſtory will in- 
form us that this has been the ground of many terrible 


Conteſts betwixt the Church and the Prince, * 
0 | me | * ct 
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Kings have this abſolute 


and that the new ingorporate 


(101) ys 
where he happens to be of a different Communion- from 
the Eſtabliſhed Church, and yet muſt have the diſpo- 
{al of Biſhopricks and other Affairs of the Church un- 
der his abſolute Direction, can ſet up Eccleſiaſtical Com- 
miſſions in what hands he pleaſes, hinder Convocations 
from ſitting and acting, and what not? Of which we 
have ſeen too many "at home as well as a- 
broad, eſpecially in France in the Caſe of Henry IV. 
Nay, and in many Cafes where the Prince has been 
truly and zealoufly of the Eſtabliſhed Communion, ter- 
rible Confequences have followed upon thoſe mutual 
Jealouſies of any unreaſonable Stretch of i 


improper Au- 
thority. Witneſs the League uxainds Horry III. of 
France, and the ſolemn ue and Covenant (which 
was thence tranſcribed almoſt verbatim, mutatis mutan- 
dis) againſt our King Charles I. and the ſeveral Squab- 
bles and Diſputes betwixt Popes and fecular Princes, a- 
bout dividing the Spoil of Eccleſiaſtical Power. | 

The groſs Abfurdities that flow from this unnatural 
Blending of Powers and - Confuſion of Characters, are 


a fufficient Proof that this is not a @atura] incorrupted 


State of things; for to Reaſon ah ahſurde, has alwa 
been thought good ick- upon any queſtion. If 
premacy over the Church in 
their Dominions, how came they by it? If it be the 
inherent Privilege of the Crown, then it will follow 
that the Heathen Princes before Con/tantine, had the 
ſame Right to it, that he and his Chriſtian Succeſſors 
had afterwards. And that the Head and the Body 
ſhould be animated by two oppoſite Spirits; and that 
the former ſhould (contrary to the very original Law of 
Nature) attempt to deſtroy the latter, is too abſurd to 
be imagined. But if Kings claim it as the Reward and 
Privilege of their being Chriſtians, that is Members 
of Chriſt's Holy Catholick Church, another Abſurdity 
will follow, that the ſame Perſon can be at the ſame 
time the Head and a Member of the ſame Body. The 
greateſt Prince upon Earth is admitted into the Church 
by the ſame Sacrament of Baptiſm, as any other pri- 


vate Chriſtian, and is thereby, as our Office of Baptiſm 


expreſſes it, engrafted into the Body of Chrift's Church; - 
| Member ſhould imme- 
diately 


; (102) 
diately change 
the Head of that 


requires a particular Philoſophy 


to explain or comp HBeſides, a Prince who. is 


incorporated into the Church by Baptiſm, and is by 
this way of reaſoning become its Head, may turn He, 
retick, as Conſtantius and Valens, or Apoſtate as Ners 


and Julian, and how can he be the Head of any Church 
with which he has no Communion ? Or how can any 
King be Head of the ſeveral different Communions of 
Chriſtians, that may be tolerated in his Dominions ?. 

At this rate the Kings of Great Britain are Heads 


of the Epiſcopal Church of England, of the Presbyte 
rian Church of Scotland, and the Popiſh Church of 
France, if they had the Poſſeſſion as well as the Title of 
it. They may indeed be the Heads of an hundred dif- 
ferent Churches or Communions, if there were ſo ma; 
ny in their Dominions, as to the civil or temporal Su- 
premacy, and exerciſe of the civil Sword in all Cay 
and over all Perſons as well eeclefiaſtical as civil. But 
to be the Eccleſiaſtical Heads and Governors, or to 
have any Eccleſiaſtical Power or Authority, is utterl 
— and as great a Contradiction, as that 

theſe Churches, Communions or ſpiritual Corporations 


ſhoujd be one. They are all one Body in the tempo · 


ral Senſe, they are all Subjects, and ſo have all one 
temporal Head or Governour ; but they cannot all have 


one Ecclefiaſtical Head or Governour, any more than 


they can be all one Eccleſiaſtical Body, or more than 


the ſame Perſon can be at the fame time the ſpiritual - 


Head of ſeveral diſtin& Churches or Communions. 
And as the Notion is in it felf abſurd and contra: 
dictory, ſo nothing but a Miracle can prevent the un- 
happy Conſequences that will one time or other natu: 
rally flow from the Practice; of which I ſhall menti- 
on three. The firff is the utter Di of 


ſound Learning, fincere Piety, Contempt of the World, 


-unfeigned Zeal for the Honour of God and true Relig: 
on, which are the neceſſary — for the Apoſ- 
tolical Office, So long as it ſhall be in the power of a 
Court to diſpoſe of all the great and henourable Em- 
ployments in the Church, it will be a conſtant Temp- 
tation to worldly and deſigning Men to recom 
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( 103 ) 
themſelves by all the little Arts of Flattery and Addreſs 


to the Notice and Eſteem of thoſe who have the ſole 
Power to prefer them. And as it is morally impoſſible 
for an 2 to enter into as Real — of the 
ſeveral Expectants upon every Vacancy ; will be 
compelled to accept the Characters and Recommenda- 
tions of thoſe about him, who in a Nation divided into 
Parties will moſt certainly- recommend to the Royal 
Favour none but thoſe who have moſt eminently diſ- 
tinguiſhed themſelves by their zealous Attachment to 
the Intereſt of the prevailing Party; which a Prince, 
of courſe, is taught to believe is the Security of his own 
Royal Perſon and Family, and the Support of his Crown 
and Dignity, - This naturally tends to debauch the 
Minds, and corrupt the Principles of the Croud of Seek- 
ers: They are tempted to deſpiſe and di all thoſe - 
intellectual and moral Excellencies, which are the true 
and only Foundation of real Merit, which they ſee diſ- 
regarded by their Superiours, and have recourſe to all 
the mean-unworthy Arts of Venality and Proſtitution 3 
which they obſerve to be the moſt ſucceſsful Methode 
of obtaining Preferment, Whilſt the Learned, the Re- 
ligious, the Generous, and the Uncorrupt, who cannot 
come aukwardly to cringe at a Levee, who cannot ad- 
juſt their Muſcles to the Direction of their Patron, nor 
facrifice their Underſtandings and Conſciences to every 
Turn of a Miniſter, will be ſure to fly from thoſe Plates, 
where they are ſure to make a diſagreeable Appearance, 
and ſhut themſelves up from the Obfervation of ' thoſe 
from whom at beſt they can expect nothing but Aver- 
lion and Diſhonour. f VO LUEY 
And this cannot fail to produce a ſecond Conſequeſtvet, 
ſtill more fatal and terrible. I mean the groſſeſt Igno- 
rance and Immorality among the Clergy, and an intire 
Contempt of Religion among the - which will 
quickly end in the Confuſion and Diſtraction of Chureh 
and State. Biſhop Burnet, in the forementioned Hiftory 
4 the Regal, gives us ſeveral Inſtances of the diſmal 
ffects of this unhappy Conduct. To this (a) he a- 
i 
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ſcrides the intire Overthrow of the Greek. | 
where it prevailed: The Emperor, ſays he, took the Nee 
mination of ante their own hands, and. then gave 
them either to ſuc illiterate Mamis, as were much effcemed 
of for the Btritineſs of their Liues; but were Tools for any 
Deſigns on which they ſet them, or to ſuch of their Car. 

tiers br Soldiers that had merited beft at their Hands. 

by theſe 2 were 7 Churches brought to thet 
7 gnorance and orruption, that it is no wonder 

hyp for by Gad to ſuch terrible Calamities, as 


Andronicus : mam were put 

CD CUE 25 15 

Fhfterian (t) makes this Remark ; Princes choſe is 

# their Charge, nds my ether Bo as in 
s obſequious to I} preſcribe, who may 

e e ee, he thy ll refer bt can» 

trary to their Command. R 


raft out into ſo ſevere a Cenſure, when many were 


2 2 SN dea see 


raiſed to that Dignoty who could. neither write nor read, 

ow ſhould we, or our Poſterity, be ever ſo unhap- 
py as to ſee the Clergy, by theſe or any other Means, 
reduced ſo low as to be n Eyes of the 


P 

0 Conſequence will certainly follow, — 
the Enemies of Religion, Peace and Order, poor 
long looked with a malignant Eye upon the 
mainder of the Revenues of the Church, nl 
devour the poor Pittance that has hitherto eſcaped 15 
Plunder of the Sacrilegious, will quickly unite to figiſh 
the evil Work, which their unbelivingForefathers began. 
They will not only aggravate every ſuſpicious Appear- 
ance, but even their own malicious Surmiſes, into 3 
Charge of the higheſt Infamy and Guilt : and then 
the Bulk of the People who can only judge by Appear- 
ances and Impreflions made by thoſe whom they are 
taught to believe better Judges than themſelves ; Of 
will hearken to every Calumny, and ſwallow every 
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the real Faults and and erctions per 
Church: men were a 
of the Factious and Diſcon 
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Perſons, and the utter Subverſion of the 
Church. And ſhould it ever happen, for the Sins of 
this Nation, that the the looſe the 
Conduct, the immoral Lives of a few Clergy- 
men, (who, perhaps, owe their Promotion purely to 
their Unworthineſs) ſhould be improved by the Enemies 
of Religion into a popular Charge and Clamour againſt 
the whole Order; you will quickly ſee — 
an and the Learned 74nd Religious 
ing without Diſtinction from the lawlels Rags 
—— Sacrilege, for —— per 
thy Brethren. 

Add to all this, that if there be a God in Heaven, 
which ruleth over the Kingdoms of the Earth, which - 
ou, and I, and every ſober Deiſt, muſt upon our own 
rinciples believe and confeſs, and which none but a 
Fool can deny or diſpute, it will then follow, that not 
only private Perſons, but Nations and Communities ſhall 
be rewarded or —_— according to their political 


Merit 


Tres Free 
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(166) 


Merit or Demeri erits Bat in their inen Capi 7 


which only they can fubfift; It is therefore the uſual 
| of Providence to puniſh the Wiekedneſs of 
Princes, the Iniquity of Courts, the Apoſtaey of the 
Clergy;"and Trreligion of the People, by withdrawing 
His Protetion from them, and delivering them up into 
the Hands of thoſe, whom he hath appointed to be the 
Executioners of his Juſtice. (u) For the Sins of her Pro- 
ani the Inquities of her Priefts, was Ferufalem the 
beloved City delivered into the hands of ther Enemies, 
who ſhed the Blood of the Juſt in the midſt of her, and 
Id her Children into Captivity in an idolatrous Nation. 

And the - deplorable State of the Eaſtern 
Churches groaning under the Mahometan Tyranny, 
ſhould be- a ſufficient - Warning to others, not to tread 
Photo "enrible Confaquences (we humbly: paouns) 

Theſe terrib ſequences (we humbly 
eaſily may, and only can, be | der the 


Order and Diſcipline of the Church upon the foot of 


— Antiquity, and the univerſal Practice of the 
ſt and pureſt Ages, as we find them atteſted by their 
publick Acts and Monuments, which make the Election 
of their own Governors, and the Power of holding 
Spnods upon proper Oocaſions, to be eonfidered as-her 
inherent and eſſential privileges; without which The 
can neither execute, nor preſerve the ſpiritual Autho- 
rity, with which ſhe is intruſted, nor anſwer the great 
Ends of her Inſtitution. | e 20 

"Againſt the firſt, many Objections have been, and 
ſtill will be made by thoſe, who are engaged by In- 
tereſt or Prejudice to oppoſe the moſt reaſonable Alte- 
ration, The Firſt is, That the Kings are Founders of 


all our Engliſh Biſbopricks, and have therefore the undoubt- ' 


ed Right of Patronage, to beſtow them, as t lafe. 
| . by Men of fo 
and Character; but without a due proof of the Fact, or 
Defence of the Conſequence : Neither of which I take 

to be feaſible. That there were Chriftian = s in 
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Britain, before there worn (ria Tings, e 
can hardly be diſputed ; and whatever - Alterations 
Chriſtian Kings mi ight afterwards make as to the 
Places of their ** temporal Endowmonts, it 
makes but little alteration : becauſe we humbly com- 
ceive, it does not appear by ay Endowment now ex 
tant upon record, that any Prince ever ſtipulatd in 
conſideration of ſuch 4 — or claimed for him- 
felf or his Succeſſors, the Privilege:of electing either N 
ſhop or Abbot in exchange for the Temporalties wth 
which he had endowed any 

Houſe in his Dominieng. If any ſuch — could 
have been found, it might have been reafonably expec» 
ted in Magna Charta ; where, after due Care had been 
taken for aſcertaining the Privileges and Immunities 


edge — it is ſcarce to be doubted, but that the 


rince, who ted it would: at deaſt haye inſerted z 
Salvo, for the Privileges of himſelf and his Succeſfors, 
in ſo important an Affair as this; in which, their Si- 
R 
Claim was ever made; and that we ſhould, at 
3 bo tele ror Aro 
Pretence, ſhews how much we are 
. 
which we owe our Preferments ; and how little Re- 


gard we have for the Church, whoſe Miniſters we'pre- 


tend to be, and whoſe Privileges and Immunities'we 
are bound to vindicate. 

A Second Objection is, That they are Lords of Par- 
lament and Privy - Councellors, and enjoy many 22 
poral Privileges to their Sees, it is but reaſo- 
nable, that the King ſhould have the ole Nomination 
of them for the better Security of their Allegi To 
which it may be anſwered, it is highly reasonable 
that the Prince ſhould have all poſſible Security for 
the Loyalty of all his Subjects, of whatever Rank or 


Condition ſoever, ſpiritual as well as temporal; and that 


the Biſhops as, well as others ſhould have fuch reafona- 

ble Teſts upon them, as may be thought neceſſary for 

that purpoſe. For their Temporalities they do Ho- 

mage and F ealty to the King, to whoſe Royal Bounty 

they confeſs them to be —_— WF 1 — 
— | 4 
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or —— by ſecular Fe orce, the Authority of the Ciyil 


erſons ; yea, though they ſhould thi it unjuſtly 
erciſed: what more than this could any Neha Nas 
r If he ſhould for his further Secarity in. 
upon the abſolute Nomination of ſuch 3 
had by: by a long Train of obſeq . 
tufficient Proofs of an intire © Submiſſion to his 1 
Mn and Pleaſure, he would find at laſt * fad. 
ö e 
t propoſe by ſuch a 
— Characters, as ſpiritual Guides and Com- 
ſeſſors, as well as Privy Councellors, would oblige them 
rather to adviſe in Mitters of Duty and Conſcience, 
than blindly to follow the Direction of their Sovereign, 
and like the falſe Prophet of old (w), with one Mouth 
declare Good to the King, when they ret 
ing into wrong Meaſures, 'to the Ruin of himſelf 
| his People. A Prince can have little "reaſon to expect 


that they, who have facrificed their Underſtandings and 


Conſciences to obtain Preferment, will eber have Cou- 
rage enough to hazard the Loſs of his Favour by & 

igious Adherence to the Cauſe of Truth and Juſtice, 
A very moderate Degree of Knowledge in the Hiſtosy 
of our own Nation may convinoe any Man, that "thoſe, 
who have been Tools and Sycophants to obtain Pre- 
ferment, will run any Lengths; and comply with any 
Changes, in order to keep, what they have got, ot 
obtain, what they want, and would prove but miſctable 
Comforters in a Day of Trial and Adverſity. Where 
25, 2 Perſon ef hn to that exalted Station by the una- 
nimous Vote of his Fellow-Biſhops' and Clergy; with 
the Prince's Royal Approbation, for his ſuperior Know- 
ledge, Greatneſs of Soul, and Sanity of Life, would 
thereby give him the greateſt Security, that he would 
* to miſlead him by his Advice, Gn 5 
ſi ence 
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n tf Mods or betray or brake him j in 
the Proſecution of good ones. 


A third ObjeQtion, which n made on 
this Occaſion, 7; the ge of Word, wa 3 
0 


which is a mere Jingle rds, p- mea any Mean- 
ing. A Church abſel utely independent of the State, in 
Things civil as well as „would indeed be ſetting 
up one Power and Government within another, per- 
petually claſhing and interfering ; which, without doubt, 

would produce a but Confuſion. But whilſt the 
facred and civil Powers run, each in their propeg 
Channels, they will be like two parallel Lines, that ne- 
yer can meet or interfere, but are perfectly conſiſtent 
and aſſiſtant to each other. Every Crime is a Violati- 


on of the Laws of God, as well as the Laws of the 


Community. And every Ctiminal, conſidered as a 
Member the Church as well as of the State, is in 
a different manner and on a different Account reſpon- 
ſible to two diſtin Tribunals, the one to the 
and the other the Soul. Thus for Treaſon, 


God and ; neither their Sentence nor Abſoluti- 
ons are at all interfering, o or inconſiſtent with one anoe 


ther, The Criminal may be. pardoned by State, 


and yet cenſured and excommunicated by 


Or he may upon his Repongance be abſolved by the 


Church, and yet be puniſhed by the civil Magiſtrate ; ſo 
that both may ac; indepen Nous Confu- 
fion, The Celan ariſes p 7. DP cd 

the Bounds of their diſtin dens Trap when the 
Church pretends to contpoul of limit the Exerciſe of 
the Civil Power, or the State, to oppoſe and hinder 
the Spiritual Authority of the Ch. The Papal 
Uſurpations, therefore, were intolerable ; For the Bi- 
ſhops aſſerted the Pope's Power over Princes, even in 


temporal Things; and by his command refuſed to pay 


Faxes or contribute towards the Support of the 
vernment ; which was directly withdrawing their Alle- 
. and Caiig up à fo- 


reign 


— 


3 — 


(x) Government within Coyeramens. 


or dy, which aro fr forbidden both by the Laus of = 
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reign Power, fuperior to him in temporal Thing, 


even in his own Dominions. 
JESUS CHRIST therefore in the Foundation 


of his Church, although in ſpiritual 14. P. wholly in, 


dependent on the civil Power, yet gave her no Autho- 
rity to claſh or interfere with it. He declared, that 
his Kingdom (and by conſequence theirs,) was not of 
this World. He gave, and commanded to giye to 
Ceſar, all, that was Ceſar's ; but the Things of God, 
and the Adminiſtration of his Spiritual Kingdom up 
Wb) be left in the ny of his Church, for 
e is juſtly accountable to none, but himfelf ; and 
the — blending of theſe diſtinct Powers, =D 
all that pretended Confuſion which j 5 n $0 
Exerciſe of an independent ſpiritual Authority 
And after all, we humbly prefume, with y hy 
ſent of our Governors, that a Method might be found 
out, to prevent, or anſwer all theſe Odjections, and to 
reſtore the Epiſcopal Rights, without any Prejudice or 
Diminution to the Roy Authority : So that both oe 
Prince, the Clergy a the People may have their due 
Share of Power in the Election, and the Prince may 
have all the Security he. can reaſonab! deſire for the 
dutiful Allegiance of the Perſon to be Sefted. Diffe- 
rent Schemes have in different Ages and Nations, ac: 
cording to the different Circumſtances of Things, been 
2 and practiſed for this End. The Council af 
— A. D. 450. Can. 55. made a Rule, which for 
many Ages was followed by all the Weſtern Churches, 
among whom the Britih were always reckoned ; That 
to avoid Ambition- and Simony, the Bi | 


three Perſons, out of whom the C and Pe 
chuſe ic In the fo Centur ng x Pj Je 
nian made a Necree (y) for the an Churches, and 
as much of the Weſtern as was under his JuriſdiQion. 
That then 4 57257 was to be ordained, the Clergy. and 
Men of the City ſhould aſſemble, and having taken as 
Oath upon the Goſpels, to make an impartial Choice of thre 
Perſons well qualified, (whoſe Qualifications are gn 
cular 
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oe Tm, 
it wacant, Cler, 
—＋ e a te Bron Ci pods 
— to the King, of 1228 
one... One N 1 — A this Scheme i . 
hereby the People are entirely Iy excluded and the — — 
have not that Authority in the Election, n 
moſt primitive Times afar + 4 
mother, Which I have 2 Lon 
ſeems * © ee 
every Vacancy of a 
= and chuſe eight Pele 
and the Lower. Hou * The fo 
—— the. 


' his Majgfly ſhould nominate ants. 
the Clergy, the People, and the 
too ſhould have attars in all Elections of Biſhops : 
Os por be no Danger of having undeſerying per - 
ſons preferred toi ſo high a Station; and Biſhops, or thoſe, 
ho hape to be ſuch, will be enc to obtain the 
Favaur.of their Cguntry, by ſeeking the true Welfare 
both of. Church and State ; ſince, there would be no 
ather Way of arriving at that Honour. The only 
—— in this een is to obtain the Confent of 
aur Saperiors, to put it in practice. 

'The.Objecions. Againth the ſcand;Brandh, Viz, That 
of meeting in Shads; to conſult and determine about 
Matters purely ſpiritnal, to cenſure;notorious-Hereticks, 
Schifmaticks; and. Unhelievers, to condemn profane and 
religious Books and Opinions, determine Controvers, 
bes, defend and explain dus Axticles of Faith, &c.——are 
I profeſs, I know not What. RE A.SO NS there cer- 
tainly are, and ſuch as our Superiors think of ſufficient 
Weight, to juſtify the long Intermiſfion of Convocati- 
ons; and it would de Freſumption in to offer at 
ay Conjectures Ahaut an Affair, in A 


612) 


3 to be) entitely ignotant; w 


do not pretend to claim che Power Mo by 
virtue of any ſpiritual Authority, independent F 
State. The Wiſdom and Picty of  forinet Kings tis 
made a ſufficient and legal Proviſion for the Peace and 
Intereſt of the Church and true R by io 
lemn' Charters and repeated Acts of efit, 

me leave to tranſcribe a notable Paſſuge very Pa 
to our preſent Purpoſe, from the late Pious, 

and Honourable Lord N am Poſtſcript to his L. 
ter to Mr. Whiſton-: The ortoocation (fays he) is a Part 
of the Parliament, and at bf right it muff be 
with the Parliament; ſo ſummons will be rendered: 
infigmfient and mightory, if they are not 2 
and att," in taking care of the flock brift, of wheh 

the” Hob Ghoſt has made "them Overſeers, and which the 


Laws of the Land have committed to them; eſpecially at g 
tim, when EY, a Chr, ar Holy Faith; and tht 
Apoſtolical Inflitutions are fo viruletty . 
tacked, ger ora hr a manner. It war the 
Advice * Mecænas t A 

Religion”; be cauſe the Peace 


that Prince had 7755 in 


2 
2 Jet furch. er-. Fr 

to grve the — . ung 
The n 4. 
Mate: to revile the bY 
Gods e but that the Son of thry 
dom adere, a bends cod er in, 20 7 N 
trampled upon, to open thoſe of our 
Nor A aeg, of the Laws of the Land, as well ar 
God, uncontroullid, without ary Animadver Mgr 


giving the Champims of our Faith an 
2 them * Errors, is — 
A Fk thin Helen e Klan 3 
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85 * and a 7 
good Lawyer; his Authority in point of 
the greater Wei 
ciples of common ity. 
The preſent d gerade State of £ Relig; Join among us 
 fiot- to be dense, or defended. The univerſal and 
indeed 1inayoidable Relaxation of Church-Diſcipline, 
and the ſcandalous Abuſe even of that Shadow of it, 
gives us bets a melancholy Profj 
There are (it is true) yet ta 
he Len in in our Rubrick and Canons, ſuch Words as 
Diſcipline, Cenſure, Admonitions, Penance, Excommunica> 
tion ; ſufficient Indications of a Power once claimed, 
the Governors of the, Church. But 
alas | they ſtand there now as the melancholy Ruins of 
an old Fortreb, long fince demoliſhed, 2 of the 
inſt che Enemies of Bebginh, The 
mmunion- Service dir 
n to admoniſh, and repel from 
of vicious and REI Livey ry the 8 


« » 
2 . 2 * — 
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and exerciſed. b 


leaſt Defence a 
Rubrick to the 


for 


every Cler- 
mmunion, 
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Wardens are bound by * Gag w p i 
Offenders, that they may de puniſhed. Nut 
che preſent State Te ings, 4 Man walt have 
Courage of a , who dares put theſe Laws. 
13 ecution. _ "Suppo for infftance, that the 
robate in this City were for ſome peculiar Eind vf 
Merk fit preferred to 7 good Office eceleſiaſtical, mi- 
bc or civll, and ſhould offer himſelf to reveive the 
Communion 48 4 ification; what in ſuch a Caſe 
ſhall a Minifter do ? If he admit him, he is falſe tp hs 
Canonical Oath ; if be refuſe him, he mot Ln 
ſued in an Action of 500 7. n 
immediate Ruin of by Family. I ſhould . 
chat, it expoſes bim however to die Keeneſt Reſentiiat 
of the 'Perſon. ſo refuſed, and by Conſequence 'to, the 
| e of thoſe great Men, who had been the Au- 
thors of his Promotian. I remember in the lattet end 
of Queen Annes Reign ſuch a Caſe as This: The Cle- 
| the Ihe apprehenfive of the Snare, applied kimfſelf t 
Biſhop of his Dioceſe (with whom T was then it 
y r Bank on Kc 6 CITIES 
Saal. | ſaid the Bi you muſt without 
follow the Direction of the Canon and Rubrick. Nu, 
my Lotd.(faid he) I know the Temper of this Man © 
well,” that T am ſure he will ſue me ; and if he does, he 
will ruin me. I cannot help that (faid the Biſhop) the 
Rubrick and Canons are your Rule. But my Lord] (fit 
He) will you uſe your Intereſt above, to indemnify ms 
cafe ſhould bi condemndl to ay the P canndt 
{fald he) promiſe myſelf or you any Succefs, if I ſhow 
after rare of it. Why then (fid he) I muſt comply a 
Oach and Conſcience. - Let me rather 
| 1150 the ands of a merciful God, than into the Had 
of an unbelieving unforgiving Reprobate. Was not thi 
an hard Caſe! And ma N 
Clergyman in England / And is there n6 
2 re be no ium between damnin 1 8 
g How miſt the Infidels laugh in their. 
1, the Tearned Writers and Preachers 
talk of ſpiritual Authority, the 
which euery little dirty Fellow in 
You. ts exocute ? Tor let us 
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Canons or your. Acts of. Parliament. If, 
IE IA ſmiritual a pt 4 


, and oblige them by a-ſolema 
* Fee 


I" 5 E . 
iteft 
d of 
m- 
the 
1 
* ral realy eo 11 
— jr ok that ſome Men n 
Leiſure would: give us a. Compendium of the. fo 
L which have been made in f ag 10 Nasen 


Na ek ſo far as Hi 8 us, in · behalf of 


AE 


And that Death or Baniſhment, corporal 
*. 4 . ii Incapacity, were the certain Puniſument 
thoſe. Crimes i in Heathen Nations, which i in. Chriſti- 


Der Ef 


A 


Ez 


whole, we cannot conceive. it inconſiſtent with good 


Nen Policy, and all 

cy the Purpoſes of good Government, to 
he ſecure: by wholſome Laws and ſevere Penalties, the 
405 Practice at leaſt, if not the Belief. of every Artiele f 


171 


n, and of revealed too, ſo long as it 
ian a eee 82 and that 
religion and Profaneneſs ſhould be deemed As 
yang, —⏑⏑ them ater 
ment, — . the Abſurdity or 

of making Blaſph God as cs — 
ing or diſputing - ing's: Title? Why ſhould not 
= denying. the Divinity of. the Son at God (which is 
an 


rh 


8 
| SE 


of —— | 
dartraus ment, or ſuperior Cunning. . Upan the 


„ ( 116 ) 
an Article of the State Religion, and confirmed by ve: 
ted Acts of Parliament). be as heinous as denying the 
pitimacy of any of the Royal Hue ? Why not the 
profaning a Church, as 1 the Verge of 
the Court? Why not the Pr tion of the Lords 
Day (another Article of State Religion) as à contemp- 
tuous Affront to a State - Holiday? Why ſhould not 
burleſquing the Bible (which is alſo an Article of the 
Religion of the State) be deemed as great an Affront to 
the Government, as the late Powder-Plot againſt the four 
Acts of Parliament . W mY yt Wi 1 and Infi: 
delity be quite as bad as Popery? M ould it be 
— bur%.. to write in defence of the Miniſtry, dps 
vindication of revealed Religion ? Why is it a Crime to 
be cool and- indifferent in Politicks, and to be warm 
and active in defence of Religion? Are we under fewer 
or weaker Obligations to fear God, than we ae to 
honour the King ? Is it not as much the Duty of 
Princes (whom we acknowledge to be God's Vitege- 
rents) to promote the Honour and Service of their 
ſupreme Lord, and the Intereſt of Religion, as to ſe- 
eure the Allegiance of their own Subjects, and ſupport 
the Dignity of their Crowns? 
Now with all due Submiffion to our Superiors, we 
humbly conceive, that if a Convocation were ſuffered 
to meet, and were confined to the Confideration of pro- 
per Remedies for the numberleſs Inſtances of Irreligion 
and Profaneneſs, which are daily and openly practiſel 
without Check or Reftraint, which being approved by 
the Wiſdom of Parliament, ſhould be enacted into 
Laws by the Royal Authority, we cannot hut think 
they would contribute as much - to the” Honour and 
Intereſt of the Prince, and the Peace and Welfare of 
the Publick, as ſome other Acts, which I could menti- 
on, which yet were ſollicited with as much Zeal and 
Application, as if the entire Welfare of the Nation had 
depended upon them. 5118 HO: 
But you will ſay, T am run from my Subject; bow 
will this prevent the Abuſes and Immoralities ſo loudly 
charged upon the Clergy ? Patience, dear Sir, your on 
ſober Reflections will convince you, that this is the pro- 
r and only Remedy, A Court influenced — 


He jim resse RON ee ag tm e = © eat » =”. 
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and directed b theſe Principles; could not 
fail to effect an entire rmation of all thoſe Abuſes, 
which the Enemies of the Clergy now ſo loudly — 


of, What can be fo likely to encourage among them 
. * 000 to excell, 2 to find net ſuperior Me- 
the only Recommendation to Rayal Favour ) and 
wry, will prevail, even where a ſenſe of Duty 
cannot, even their worſt Enemies will acknowledge: 
This would compell them to have recourſe: to all the 
legal which the Favour of Princes, and the 
Laws of the Land provide for them, for the better Niſ- 
charge of their grea it Truſt, and the real Purpoſes of Edi: 
— and Order. A Canvocation thus ſitting under 
Protoction, and the Favour and Good; will 
Houſes of Parliament, might eaſily extract 
— the Apoſtolical and moſt Primitiye Canons, ſuch 
a Compendium of Duty, as ſhould be a ſtanding Rule 
for the moral and ſacerdotal Conduct of all the Clergy, 
like the Statutes of the two Univerſities, or the Arti 
of War ; the Violations of which ſhould be er 
. and puniſhable — their proper Superiors. 
r , you will tell me, have ſomes 
thing el — than to nped the Conduct 
of every Clergyman under their Care, We own it, and 
therefore the Wiſdom of our Forefathers have eftabliſh- 
— neceſſary Offices in the Church for the 
> be Exerciſe of Diſcipline, and Preſervation 
of of Order, which, though incorporate into our Laws, 
have for many Years, and for I know not what Rea- 
ſons, been — laid aſide, to the great Prejudice of 
Religion in the Decay of Diſci and the 
— of Pein Hereſy and 7 Schiſan I mean Suffrar 


cn and Rural Deans, which wiſe and good 
to ſee reſtored, . 
3 Biſbops were the fame as the Chorepiſcopi 


among the Antients. Bi placed in Villages of 
the larger Dioceſes, ſubj 2 Biſhop of the Dio- 
ceſe, in which the Village was, and could act nothing 
but by his Licence and miſſion. Du Pin (a) tells 
us, — 2 of Mentz, one of the 


moſt 


es a i. 


— 
. V. I. 7. p- 164. 165, Annot, ad youu 13. Congil Ancyraa, 4 


( u1$ ) 
meſt lesrned Writers of that Age, 
—.— 
took to prove, that their Office was Apoſtolica 
believes that St. Lerius and St. Clemens were Suff 
St. Peter and St. Paul. Our learned Biſhop Bever ta (4) 
rarer ons — particular Account of the Nas 
of this Office, in which we are not 


nee 


Bilker of the — 
impartial Man judge, 
whether the reviving this Office would not be of: ex- 
cellent Uſe, eſpecially in the larger Dioceſes, and thoſe 
immediately. fubjeR to the Archbiſhops, ſome: of our 
Biſhopricks are ſo large, that it is abſolutely impoſflible 
for one Man to take that Epiſcopal Care of them, 
which is neceffary,- The Dioceſe of Lincoln has above 
twelve hundred Pariſhes, / that of Norwich near as ma- 
ny. The Biſhops of Chefer and Exeter have very large 
Dioceſes, ſo — — York, beſides the Care 
of a Province. But de the Dioceſe ever ſo ſmall, the 
neceſſary Attendance upon Parliament obliges the Bis 
ſhops to > be at leaſt one e half Vear abſent from their 


Dioceſes, during which time they may not improperly - 


be ſaid to be left as Sheep without a Shepherd, which'is 

no ſmall Misfortune and Diſcouragement to the wn 8 
chial Clergy, who are ſo far from the n 
Advice, and Countenance of their Super 


upon very 
many trying Oecaſions. And if this be-the Caſo of the 


Clergy 


— — — — nn — B—v — — — — 
(b) Ang. Sax. Part. 1. p. 150 | 
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degraded them to the Rank of 3 
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hers at honie, how much worſe muff it be with 
Ert Clergy abroad in our foreign 
— let The Ocettion be ever ſo ym 
pr nd oof — Sr — Bi 
tedious, dangerous and oyage, 
a time when this ———— 
ſectionately repreſented to a Miniſter, 
om 1 had the 
be well known, that 7 ceming) Reſotution, a ha 
Indies; two for the Continent, and — Thom 
and two for the Eeff- Buber; and for this he had: (u 
he thought) ſo ſolemn Aſſurances, that the o 
Day in the Court of Requeſts, he told me with 
Joy, that nw be thought -he hail auuly ſeurtd His Nah 
lng Point. How this hopeful Project came aſterwards 
to be totally r 
deration of thoſe, {if living) by w eglect or | 
poſition! it happened to miſcarry. The Revival therefore” 
of this Office would effeftually remove one Scandal at 
leaftof the Reformation, which is the Neglect or Abuſe 
of Confirmation, we rs 9g ee Religion fament;: 
and its Enemies make a jeſt of T cond mention 
— amazing Particulars to my own Knowledge. But 
it may be ſaid, that if this Office be acxnow - 
E e be of A ical Inftitutivn, and one f 
the Fandememtals of Uhrifttamty (e); and which, if right» 
ly and duly adminiſtred, would be of great Uſe br ro. 
moting all the real Purpoſes of Holines in adult 
ſons, who had been baptized in their Infancy, 
not help thinking, that it — * rly to k 
niſtred every Year, beginning tſunday, that 
publick Baptiſm was in the —— Chureh only at 
Eafter. And it has often puzzled me to think why our 
both Canon, which es Suffragan Biſhops, ſhould 
order it to be admini 1 once in three Years. 
The Conſequenee of which is — — when 2 Bi- 
ſhop dere b his Triennial Vifitation, and t Num- 


ber of Farifhes are obliged üs atcend at th Place ap- 
"_ 


. 


(9) 
for; its de Nate, the: Tumult, the Indecencyyy- 
ich the · young People croud to the Chancel;, 
more like the Diverſions of the Bear-Garden, 
the ſolemn Performance of an Apoſtolical Office, 
great Numbers that attend, the Shortneſs of the 
Tie alt, and a — — to 1 

Parts of his Duty, muſt prevent t Decency and * 
— which ſuch Holy Offices require. Now if 
Gon body e neceſlary an Office as,ws- | 

are taught to believe; a nd. as matters now ſtand, it can- 
not be ſo duly and regularly adminiſtred in all Parts of 
the Realm, as our Laws and Canons uire; Suff - 
gan Biſhops conſtantly reſiding. in the Dioceſe, ſup- 
ported by che comfortable Addition of the Office of 
— | 
mmiſſion 


css 00 lic, vice. y other - mage oy. 
ariſe 12 7 IS 2 tedious to mention: And 


this the Biſhops themſelves have Power to put into exe- 
cution For the Laws now in force give them Power 
to appoint Suffragans, and make Clergymen their Chan- 
cellors., Although 1 have heard Biſhops - themſelves 
complain of the hardſhip of having Lay-Chancellon, 
when all the World knows, they may prevent it, if 
mg will, and are ſo directed by E Gan Lev; 2h De- 


. —— to exerciſe ſpiritual — in pry 5 

yet it does not compell Biſhops: to give them Com- 

miſſions ſo. to do. The. Deſign of that Act W 

only to authorize the Commiſſion, which Henry 

Vu. gave. Cromwell, when he made. * | 
ne 
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General -of - all Zngland ; but I dare ſay the 
Parliament little thought the Biſhops would 8 una” 
nimouſly follow a Precedent, which was ſet up intirely 
or the Deſtruction of Church Government. Before 
the Reformation there were Suffragans in moft parts of 
this 9 and it - plain, that by the Act of 26 of 
Hen, VI to be continued after the 
Reformation 3 1 by Dn of it, as Mr. Wharton (e) 
tells us, ing was made Biſhop of pfwich, 
ind ohm Saliſbury. Biſhop of Thetford, March 19. 15 36. 
both conſecrated by Archbiſhop Cranmer, and appoin- 
ted Suffragans to the Biſhop of Narguich. The ſame 
Year William Moor was conſecrated Suffragan of Cel- 
dyfter : The next Year Jebn Hodgeſtins of Bedford, 
and the Year after M illiam Finch of Taunton, And in 
een Ehzabeth's Reign, when the Reformation weg 
Ily fettled, we find Richard Barry conſecrated Suffra- 
22 Anno Dem. pb ah and Richard Ro- 
of Dyver, conſecrated by Archbiſhop © 
ary cs (f) 1569, How they came to be laid aſide, we 
know not; but ſurely our Anceſtors thought them 
uſeful, elſe we ſhould not have had an Act of Parliament 
ſtill in force for continuing them, and our - lateſt Ca- 
nons plainly ſuppoſe our Biſhops to have Suffragans, 
when they int Can. 68. That Biſhop or. his 
Saffragan, in his accuſtomed Viſitation, di in his own Per- 
ſm carefully perform the Office of Confirmation, So that 
reſtoring this Office would be no Innovation or Alterati- 
on in our Conſtitution, but would rather be healing a 
Breach in it already made, for ought that appears upon 
inſufficient Grounds, and by an incompetent Autho- 
ney ag againſt the plain Senſe of an Act of Parliament. 
or would the Office of Rural Deans be leſs advan- 
tagious to the Diſcipline, the Order and Peace of the 
Church; but perhaps more ſo, as it would be an im- 
mediate Check upon. the Ignorant, the Licentious, and 
the Immoral (if ſuch there be) among the Parochial 
. In the extreme Northern and Weſtern Dio- 
ceſes, and throughout all * where they are = 
bleſſed 


1 — — 


u. Vol. Lp. 419. (f) Wogls — ou. Val. 1. 


* 
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bleſſed with the 117 of their Diocefans, the Viſitati- 
ons * entire : — 
cial, Commi = ate; W excepting the 
tial Articles > of —ů . 
dee ——and a — Dinner, all the reſt is matter of 
Form, without ſo much as a Poſſibility of knowing, 
or reforming the Abuſes cognizable in their Courts. © A 
egligent immoral Clergyman will always find honeſt 
Fellows for Ghurch-Wardens, who will 1 — tell Tales 
of the honeſt Parſon; and if any conſcientious ( 
man of the Neighbourhood ſhould-think himſelf bount 
in Conſcience to inform the Biſhop or Arclideacon of 


the immoral Lives. and ſcandalous Characters of an) 


Neighbour, the accufed Perſon could not long be 2 
Stranger to the Name of his Accuſer, who ſhould from 
that Moment be marked out for a little ſnaking Infor- 
mer, and be treated ever after with Averfion and' Con- 
tempt. But this would. be in a great meaſure 
by the Office of Rural Deans. Their Office is not Þ 
ancient as that of Suff Biſhops, though founded on 
the ſame Reaſons and Neceffities of the Government, 
in order to divide and leſſen the Burden of the Epiſpo- 
pal and Archidiaconal Office. They accordingly ap- 
neva one of the fixed Pariſh-Prieſts of the Counti 
to viſit and inſpect a certain number of Pariſhes, whit 
was originally limitted to ten (g) (in imitation Wen 
of Moſes, whoſe inferior Order of Governors were Ru- 
lers of Tens, Exed. viii. 24, 25.) as the Romans had their 
Decurianes in the loweſt. Rank of Military Officers. 
The Diſtricts over which they - preſided, were callet 
Deanries, into which all our Dioeeſes are divided, and 


the Perſons preſiding were called Arch-Priefts or Rural 
Deans, Their Authority was not great; however ſome 


Authority they had, and were ſubje& to the Arch- 


Deacon, as wiell as to the Biſhop. When the Biſhdps - 


ſent any Orders to the Archdeacons relating to the 
Clergy, the Archdeacon ſent them to the Rural Deaiis, 


to be 0 them communicated to the Parochial Clergy. 
If a C 


— 1 


A 


(z) Lindwood. Prov. Tit. de conſtitut. e. 1. verb. Decan. rural. 


left to the Arch - Deacons, or ſome 


ergymap were accuſed, it * to the rural 
Deans 


:: (QF - 3 
ati. W Deans to eite him, to anſwer to the Accuſation, or 
vine zy other Perſon obnoxious tb the ep Juriſdicti- 
the on, This very uſeful Office is now almoſt every where 
ater kid afide ; in ſome few Dioceſes they are choſen by the 
r of Clergy at their viſitations to be only annual Officers, 
ing, id their whole Buſineſs is to make an Entertainment 
vr their Brethren. But ſurely, if this Office were re- 
net WM cularly kept up and duly exerciſed, it would contribute 
"ales 23 much as any thing to reſtore the Diſcipline of the 
rey Church, and reform the Abuſes complained of among 
und the Parochial Clergy. Suppoſe ſome Clergyman of 
n of eminent Learning, Piety and Prudence were conſtituted 
any by the Biſhop * Quamdiu ſe bene geſſeritz he might viſit 
2 il the Parſonage and Vicaridge-Houſes in his Deanry 
WY once a Year; and obſerve in what Repair they are kept; 
or- and when he finds any thing amiſs, might give Orders 
on- s have it reftified, and have Power to impoſe ſome 
nted light Cenſure on thoſe, who negle& the Admonition ; 
ti and if that prove inſufficient, to acquaint the ſuperior 
Ton Ordinary with it. He might alſo be impowered to ad- 
ent, moniſh any of his Clergy, who live diſordetly, firſt by 
ſro- himſelf alone, and then in the Preſence of two or three 
ap- of his Brethren, and upon Non- amendment to ſuſpend 
nter bum + ab officio for a Month; and if that prove ineffec- 
14 wal, to aequaint the Archdeacon or Biſhop, that ſome 
haps further Courſe might be taken. He might alſo con- 
Ru- rene his Clergy at leaſt twice every Year, where, after 
heir Sermon . preached, they might confer” her about 
ety,” the Concerns of their Miniſtry and the Affairs of their 
Net Paciſhes, and many other Advaritages might accrue'tg 
and WM the Publick, and many Diſorders prevented or reform- 
ural ed, which ſome People are willing to have it thought 
dme de incurable, - 3 
I can recollect but one Article more, that is too of- 
ten thought to render the Clergy contemptible, that is 
their Poverty, an Article, which like the reſt they have 
it not in their Power to prevent or reform, and which 
it concerns the Poſſeſſors of impropriate and appropriate 
Tythes ſexiouſly to conſider. If they think not them- 
"oY ſelves 


1 ” 
r — 


* $6 long as he ſhall have bebaved himfelf well. + From his Office, | 


FER! bound to reſtore * entirely to 
which the Laws of God and the Practice N er 
2, yea and Heathen Natiaus (a) have allotted them ; 
vet let them make ſuch a decent and it Allowance 

fr their poor Vicars, that they, who ſetve at the Al. 
far, may live by the Altar far above Poverty and Con- 

tempt. This is a tender Point, which I ſhall leave to 
the Conſideration of thoſe, whom it may concern, re- 

commending to their Peruſal Sir os iy of a: 

Au of Sacrilege, and Biſhop Kennet's 
-zations, from whom I ſhall tranſcribe — 

t Speeches relating to this Subject; which I am yt 
| you, who are as good. a Judge of Rhetorick as of Lo- 
gick, will think to be admirable in their Kind; the 
one. ſpoken by Sir Benjamm Rudyard in the Houſe of 

to 
of 


Commons 1628, the other tho Archbiſhop 


Queen Elizabeth; which although firſt in order 
Time, ſhall come laſt, as in all Proceſſions the little 
Folks go firſt, E 
The firſt Speech was ſpoken upon occaſion of a Bill 
in-the Houſe of Commons for e 
ſters Livings, and is as follows, 


: — Me PTA | gs 
Did not think to have ſpoken again bo thi Ki, 
. becauſe I was wi to believe, that the For- 
s pede of this Comm would have prevented 
me but now I do hold my ſelf bound to ſpeak, and 
5 to ſpeak in earneſt. - 
| 3 Year of the King, and the ſecond Con- 
5 vention, I firſt moved for the Incteaſe and — 
| © of poor Miniſters Livings. I ſhewed how 
it was to be done; how ſhameful it was, that it had 
been ſo long negledted: This was alſo commended u 
* the Houſe by his Majefty. 
| ©. There were then (as now) man Accuſations on 
foot 1gainſt ſcandalous Miniſters : Was Geddes of 
6 the Houſe, that there were ſcandalous Livi 
in 
of 


I were much the Cauſe of the other: 


— 1 


1 — — 


(o Archbiſhop Potter's Diſcourſe of Church-Government,.p- 4h 


£1 
© of five Marks, and five Pounds per Amum; that Meri 
© of Worth and good Parts would not be muna led up 
© to ſuch Pittances; that there were ſome Places irt 
© England, which were ſcarce in Chriſtendom, where 
God was little better known than among the Beten, 
x 1 it in the uttermoſt Parts of the North, 
© where the Prayers of the Common People are more 
© like 8 pells and Charms than Devotions 3 the ſame 
C Blindnef and Ignorance is in divers Parts of Wales, 
Country do both know, and 
I declared alſo, That ws plant 
© good Livings, was the ſtrongeſt and ſureſt Means to 
„ eſtabliſh iſh. true Religion; that it would prevail more 
*_ againſt Papiſtry, than the making new Law or ex- 
© ecuting of old; that it would counter work Gourt- 
© Connivance, „ that 
© although þ the Calling of 2 
© ous as: (Og yet outward —— will 1 


« Men ye Ly mage Og. chem! by the Fun, 
art of Men. 


+ which is, indeed, the 
how, being in 


* Mr, Nr (4 but teſti 
I. was exceedingly ized to ſee the 
poor ſtipendiary Miniſters of the reformed Churches 
* there, deſpiſed and neglected by reaſon of _” 
© yerty, being otherwiſe very grave and learned | 
Im afraid; chat his is » Part of the Burden 0b 
© Germany, which ought to be a W e — 
have heard many Objections and S 
Impoſfibilities againſt this Bill. To him, A ＋ is = 
„ willing to go, there is ever a Bear or a Lion in ths 
* Way. i, us make our ſelves willing, then 
* will the way ba gpty and, * bee a0 


E — ad 20d ien 
x us 
C Ting, that are not in our T dl bc 


to ſee, that we did delight 2 .a ith 
12 and in undertaking Ma ity our 
ch, as. this is abſolutely N Power ; ous 

© own Duty is next, and othen Men's is farther 10 


* 


good Miniſters im 


* 
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. : E.1 os n6t flak this,” chat | dhe the defi 2 
and pulling down of that, which "is il; but then 
Lebt as earneſt w pant and build up that, "ch i 

© good in the foom of it: for why ſhould we be defo- 
© lacs? The beſt and near way to diſpell Dafkneſs 
Lis te let in Light. We fay, that Da breaks, but 
© no Man ever heard the Voice of it. comes in 
© the ſfill Poice Let us quickly mend. our Condbftck, 
* and we' cannot want Light. 

Lam afraid this Backwardnefs of ours will give or 


© Adverſaries Occaſion to ſay, that we chooſe-our Re- 


\* ligion becauſe it is the cheaper of the two; at 
we would willingly ſerve God of that, which ſhall 


© us nought. Believe me; Mf. Pym, he that thinks to ſave. 
any thing by his Religion, but his Soul, will be a terri- 
ſparingly, and that is the 


© .bleLoſerin the End. We ſow 
< Riafoh we reap fo ſparitigly, and have no more Fruit. 
-+© Methinks whoever — Papiſtry, ſhould, by the 


< ſame Rule, hate Covetouſneſs, for that is Idolatry 


© too. I never liked hot Profefions and cold Actions. 
Such a Heat is rather the Heat t 
„„ l 
i . 
© more ne. .7 4k to have them- puniſhed, than 
© I will be; when Sek tar bf ir ſavage, t it be 

© out upon the unſayoury Place, the hil. 


< Jet us-deal with them, as God hath dealt with us“ 
e God, before he made Man, made the World a com- 


e fortable Place for him to dwell in. - So let us provide 
© them a 


© that the outward Splendor of the —— — oof 


4 a Proportion, and- participate with the Pro al n 
in * 


the Temporal State; for why ſhould we d 

© Houſes of Cedar, and ſuffer God to dwell in Skins. 
cx — a glorious and religious Work of King 
James; I ſpeak it to his unſpeakable Honour, and t 

the Praiſe of that Nation, who although their Coun- 


© try be nut ſo rich as ours, yet are W in their 


Affections 


Wen, Aer h no Vi ſhall be 


competent Living, and . puniſh them in 
© God's Name: But till then ſcandalous Livings cannot. 
© but have ſcandalous Minifters. It ſhall ever be a Rule 
© to-me, that, where the Church'and Commonwealth 
© are both of one Religion, it is comely and i hd a 
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| Affections to Religion: Within the Space of. ohe 
+ Year he cauſed to. be planted Churches throughout all 
* Scotland and the Borders, each worth 30 J. a Yer, 


© with a Houſe and ſame Glebe be 
„which 30 J. a Yeas, conſidering the Cheapneſs of the 
$ Country, and the modeſt Faſhion of Men's living 
* there, is worth double as much as any where within, 
$ one hundred Miles of London. The printed AR, 
and Commiſſion, whereby it way executed, I have, 
* here' in my Hand, delivered to me by a noble Gen- 
# tleman of that Nation, and a worthy Member of 
this Houſe, Sir Francis Stewart, | 
© To conclude, although the Chri ian Reli igion be 
\ eſtabliſhed generally thr roughout this Re yet, 
* till it be planted more > parcickdards, I ſhall ſarce, 
think this a Chriſtian Commonwea th; and ſeeing it 
hath been moved and ſtirred in Parliament, it will 
0 be heavy upon Parliaments, till it be effected. Let 
© us do ſomethin for God here of our own ; and. no 
doubt God will bleſs our Proceedings in this Place 
* for ever after, And for my own Part, I will never, 
* give over ſolliciting this Cauſe, as long as Parliaments 
F and I ſhall live together, , 


The followin Speech of Archbiſhop — was 
ken on' this ion, as Mr. Walton tells us in the 
ife of Mr. Hooker. Not many Years before Dr, 
Whitgift was made Archbiſhop of Canterbury, there 
paſſed an Act of Parliament, 3 the better Pre- 
ſervation of the Church by recalling a Power, 
that was veſted ia others 29 kl, or leaſe them, by 
lodging and truſting the future Care and Protection of 
them only in the Cron: and among many, who. | 
frnds 6 bad Uſe of this Power and Truſt of the Queen's, 
the Earl of Leiceſter was one ; and the Biſhop "having 
by his Intereſt with her Majeſty, put a Stop to the Earl's, 
facrilegious Deſigns, they two fell to an open Oppoliti- 
on before her; ; after which they both quitted the Room, 
not Friends in Appearance. But the Biſhop made a 
ſudden and ſeaſonable Return to her Majeſty ; (for he 
found her alone) and ſpoke to her with great Hymility 
ind Reverence, to this Purpoſe : : 
5 I beſeech 


ing to them 


he 


paſſive in her Rui x | 
that I ſhould behold it withaut Horror and Deteſta» 
tion, or ſhould forbear to tell your Majeſty of the 
Sin and Danger of Sacrilege. And . | 

© and myſelf were born in an Age of Frailties, 4 
© the primitive Piety and Care of the Church-Lands 
* and Immunities are much decayed ; yet (Madam) let 
* me beg, that you would firſt conſider, that there aro 
© ſuch Sins, as Profaneneſs and Sacrilege ; and that if 
© there were not, they could not have Names in Holy 
< Writ, and particularly in the New Teſtament. And 


2 I'S 
8 
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© I beſeech you to confidex, that although our Saviour 
© faid, He judged uc Man; and to teſtify it, would not 
* judge nor divide the Inheritance between the two 
5 Yorker, nor would Judge Woman taken in 
* Adultery; Yet in this Point of the Church's Rights 
© he was fo zealous, that he made himſelf both the 
© Accuſer and the Judge, and the Executioner too, to 
t puniſh theſe Sins; witneſſed in that he himſelf made 
© the Whip to drive the Prophaners out of the Tem; 
© ple, overthrew the Tables of the Money-changers, 
© and drove them out of it. And I beſeech you to 
© conſider, that it was St. Paul, who ſaid to thoſe 
* Chriſtians of his Time who were offended with Ido- 
0 r T how that abherreft Idols, daft thou commit Sacri: 
ge? And to incline you to prevent the Curſe, that 
© will follow it, I beſeech you alſo to confider, that 
© Conſtantine the firſt Emperor, and Helena his Mother; 
< that King Edgar and Edward the Confeſſor, and in- 
© deed many other of your Predeceſſors, and many 
private Chriſtians, have alſo given to God and his 
© Church much Land and many Immunities, which 
they might have given to thoſe of their Families, and 
© did not; but gave them for ever as an ab/alute Right 
«© and Sacrifice to God; and with theſe Immunities and 


Lands, 
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Lands, they have entailed a Curſe upon the Alienators of ' 


© them, God prevent your Majeſty and your Succeſſors 
from being liable to that Curſe, which will cleave 
* unto Church Lands as the Leproſy to the Jews. 

And to make you, that are truſted with their Pre- 
« ſervation the better to underſtand the Danger of it, 
] beſeech you forget not, that to prevent thoſe Curſes, 
© the Church's Land and Power have been alſo endea- 
$ youred to be preſerved (as far as human Reaſon, and 
© the Law of this Nation have been able to preſerve 
© them) by an immediate; and moft facred Obligation 
© on the -Conſciencegs of thay Princes of this Realm: 
For they, who conſult Magna Charta ſhall find, that 
as all your Predeceſſors were at their Coronation, ſo 
you alſo were ſworn before all the Nobility and Bi- 
* ſhops then preſent, and in the Preſence of God, and 


% 


3 


in his Stead to him, that anointed. you, to maintain 


* the Church Lands and the Rights belonging to it; and 
* this you yourſelf have teſtified openly to God at the 
* Holy Altar, by laying your Hands on the Bible, then 
* lying upon it: and not only Magna Charta, but 
* many other modern Statutes have denounced a Curſe 
* upon thoſe, who break Magna Charta. A Curſe 
* like the Leproſy, that was entailed upon the Jews ; 
for as that, ſo theſe Curſes, have and will cleave to 
© the very Stones of thoſe Buildings, that have been 
© conſecrated to God; and the Father's Sin of Sacri- 
lege, hath and will prove to be entailed on his Son 
* and Family. And now, Madam, what Account 
* can be given for the Breach of this Oath at the laſt 
* great Day, either by your Majeſty, or by me, if it 
* be wilfully, or but negligently violated, I know not. 
And therefore (Good Madam) let not the late 
Lord's Exceptions againſt the Failings of ſome few: 
* Clergymen, prevail with you, to puniſh Poſterity for 
* the Errors of this preſent Age; let particular Men 
* ſuffer for their particular Errors; but let God and 
* his Church have their Inheritance : And, although I 
* pretend not to propheſy, yet I beg Poſterity to take 
Notice of what is already become viſible in many 
* Families ; That Church Land added to an ancient and 
Jul Inh:ritance,.. hath proved gf a Moth fretting a — 
| = ment, 


. 
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*- 
«. 
3. 


Cr >. 
c ment, and ſecretly conſumed both : or Like the Ea 1, that 
« flole'a Cd the Altar, and thereby ſet ber Ng on 
© fire, which conſumed both the youny Eagles, and herſelf, 


© that flole it. z althdugh I ſhall forbear to ſpeak 


< -reproachfully of your Father, I beg you to take 
c be. ng — Pale of the Church Rights added to 
< the vaſt Treaſure, that was left him by his Father, 
hath been conceived to bring an unavoidable Conſump- 
tion upon both, notwithſtanding all his Diligence to 


preſerve them. 


„ A 


© And conſider, that after the Violation of ' thoſe 
Laws, to which he had ſworn. in Magna Charts, 

God did ſo far r a0rangary Fry that 
» fell from 


as King Saul, after he was forſaken of fe 
one Sin to another; ſo he, till at laſt. he fell into 
ter Sins than I am willing to mention. Madam, 
ELIGION IS THE FOUNDATION AND CEMENT 
or HUMAN SOCIETIES. And when they, who 
ſerve at God's Altar, ſhall be expoſed to Nerd, 
then Religion itſelf will be expoſed to Scorn, and be- 
come contemptible, as you may already. obſerve it to 
be in too many poor Vicaridges in this Nation. And 
therefore as you are by a late Act or Acts of Parlia- 
ment entruſted with a great Power to preſerve or 
waſte the Church's Lands, yet 4 55 of them fir 
| Feſus Sake as you have promiſed to Men, and to 
G; that is, as the Donors intended. Let neither 
Falſhood nor Flattery beguile you to do otherwiſe; 
but put a Stop to God's and the Levite's Portion (I 


Church, as you expect Comfort at the laſt great Day; 
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for KINGS MUST BE JUDGED. Pardon this affec- 


Tbeg to be continued in your Favour, and the 


ſtill continue you in his. 


» 0 
+... * 
* "vs : 


Biſhop Smallbrook # his Dedication to the King, in his 


Vindication of the Miracles of Jeſus Chriſt. 


© God be thanked, the publick Exigencies have 
© found a Reſolution in your Majeſty ſuitable to ſo cri- 
© tical an Occaſion, to put a Stop to mnnovatng 2 
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beſeech you) and to the approaching Ruins of his 
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Jour Times both in Church and State. 
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f as you have lately expreſſed from the Throne your 
* carne/t- Defire, that alt Orders of Men may enjoy quei- 


eth arid witenvicd the Rights, Privileges, and 
_ * gencies, which by Law they are intitled to, and that 


© no Innovations may difturh any Part of your Subjects 
© in the Poſſeſſion of their ga Property. A - 
© tion, that not only became the CharaRer of the Fa- 
© ther of your People, but will, we truſt, be fo effec- 
© tually confirmed by your Royal Authority as to fru- 
© ſtrate the Deſigns of thoſe who do not ſeem to be 
© ſufficiently apprized, that Ecclefiaftical Rights and Li- 
«there 6 ch a thing us Progr bn te cb, 26 wel 
; is ſuch a as t , As 

* as in the State, and indeed, that both of them are 
© equally fupported by Law, and by your Majeſty's moſ 


© juſt and gracious Government. 


© And as your * Majeſty, by late Declaration 
© to your Parliament, 2 os the greateſt Wiſ- 
F _ a ſeaſonable Check to ſuch — — 3 have 
a Tendency to interrupt the Felicities of your Reign; 
© ſo is there ſo 2 — 1 Preſer- 
* vation of the Rights of the Monarchy, and thoſe of 
the Epiſcopat Order and Clergy among us, between 
; the Happines of your Majeſty and the Proſperity of 
* your Kingdoms, that we cannot but entertain the 
© moſt reaſonable Hopes, that the ſteady Proſecution 
© of your Declaration will be a 2— of 
* the Tranquility ' of your Reign, and the Stability of 


* 


But I find I begin to grow ſerious, and you are be · 
ginning to nod over this tedious Epiſtle, which gives 
me great Hope, that if it prove nothing elſe, it will 
prove a good Opiate to you; and ſo I heartily wiſh you 
1 Dear SIR) 
® George II. | * | 
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POSTSCRIPT. © 


The Reader is defired 10 take Notice, that the fal. 


lowing Paragraph ſhould have been inſerted in 
Page 44 but as the M. S. was miſlaid, we 
bope, it will not be amiſs to conclude with it. 


The Knowledge of the Laws was, and ſtill muſt be 
eſteemed a neceſſary Branch of Learning for all Cler- 
gymen, at leaſt ſo long as any Juriſdictiam is annexed 
to Spiritual Dignities, Every private Clergyman in 
Caſes of Conſcience, and many Diſputes frequently r- 
ferred to him will find this-uſeful, and particularly all 
Clergymen, who are, or probably. may be promoted to 


certain Dignities in the Church, muſt judge it abſolute- 
ly neceſſary, In all thoſe Juriſdictions (the 95 

eſpecially) ſome of the moſt tender and valuable Inte- 
reſts of whole Communities are concerned, and there- 


fore a competent Knowledge of Laws by which Eccle- 
fiaſtical Proceedings are conducted, formerly was, and 


ſtill muſt be thought one of the neceſſary Qualifications 
- for thoſe high Offices : And as it is no Time for a Man 


advanced to the Dignity of a Judge to begin to learn, 


when the Duties of his Place call for immediate Action, 


and as Vicars, Surrogates and Deputies of all Kinds 


were never deſigned to take upon them the whole and 
ſiole Execution, but juſt ſuch a Part of it as proved too 


great and burthenſome to the Judge himſelf to execute, 
ſo proper Care was taken of a certain Preparation for 
thoſe Offices. To this End, not only did the natural 
Courſe of their Studies, but alſo certain Privileges of 
Law and Law-Courts, and the Chances and Hopes of 
Promotion to thoſe Juriſdictions greatly conducei/ The 
Spiritual Courts always Jay ↄpen to them, not only to 

13 t 183 improre 


[MDT sees ege gungen s. Org ges'B 


S288 FILES 


22 LT 8 


The 
ly to 
prove 
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improve by Learning, but being actually concerned, 
pleading their own, and their reſpective Churches Cauſes, 
the Cauſes of the Poor, and whatever other Perſons. 
they were 1 to . diſtreſſed _ — 
and this not by any formal Admiſſion, but by a RI 
inherent to Holy — By ſome or other of thoſe 
Means they were always in ſome Meaſure prepared for 
the Places of greater Power and Truſt, and were better 
able to defend their own and their Churches Righto, 
than others unacquainted with the Laws, who can 
hardly fail of ſuffering leſs or more by that material 
Defect. What has been ſaid concerning the Privileges 
of Clergymen in Eccleſiaſtical Courts, may ſound harſh 
to ſome haſty Enquirers' into Councils, Synods and Ca- 
non-Laws, who of late Years have advanced a favou- 
rite Opinion, that the Office of an Advocate and a Cler- 
an are incompatible ; and by the ſame Kind of New- 
ight did OLIvEzR's deep Civilians and Canoniſts give 
it as Law and Goſpel too, that JuriſdiQion of all Kinds 
was inconſiſtent with the Office of a Biſhop, which 
both Law, Reaſon and Experience have long ſince diſ- 
proved. And certainly the very ſame Reaſons, that in- 
duced the Legiſlature to reſtore and confirm Biſhops, 
and other Dignitaries in their Juriſdiftions, conſequent- 
ly do not only allow, but naturally invite and encou- | 
rage all, who are in a Capacity of being Candidates for 
thoſe Dignities, to inform themſelves in the Laws pe- 
culiar to the Juriſdictions annexed, and (as their Geni- 
us or juſt Intereſt leads them) to act with as much Con- 
ſiſtency in the Advocttive, as at laſt in a judicial Ca- 
pacity in the fame Court: Many Men and Books are 
miſtaken if there be any one clear Decifion of Law a- 
gainſt it, or Canon of any one Council properly ſa 
called. And after all, there is little or nothing in it 
worth contending for, eſpecially ever ſince the almoſt 
general (and I cannot help ſaying unnatural) Alienati- 
on of Preferment in that Branch for many Years paſt, 


Which the Church will one Day feel and lament. A- : 


mongſt others there is one fortification the Clergy with 
Reaſon complain of: Not only in private Converſations, 
but in publick Papers they ever come in for a plentiful 
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